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Empowering

= JIROC Webinar Series

All webinars will begin at 7:00 p.m.

IRC will be offering the Webinar Series for members only in 2025-2026. All webinars will begin at 7:00 p.m. Members who watch the live or
recorded webinars can earn professional development clock hours. Mark your calendars and register to take part in this convenient, free IRC
membership benefit. Members will receive monthly emails with links to register. Nonmembers can join online and email for the registration link.

September 3, 2025 ~ Lindsey Moses
Supporting Multilingual Learners: Practical Strategies for

Inclusive Language and Literacy Instruction

As classrooms become increasingly diverse,
educators need effective, research-based strategies
to support multilingual learners across content areas.
This session offers practical guidance for designing
inclusive instruction that promotes language L

| and literacy development as well as academic [SETISUEEIET
achievement. Dr. Lindsey Moses will share examples Learners
and videos of classroom-tested strategies that foster
oral language, reading comprehension, vocabulary
development, and writing across the curriculum.

October 1, 2025 ~ Candace Fleming
Nonfiction Fun ... Truly!

VT —_*_' Can kids write engaging nonfiction? Absolutely!
8 In this fast-paced presentation, two-time Sibert
medalist Candace Fleming will share secrets for
creating fun and fascinating nonfiction with young
writers. Participants will not only discover strategies
for effective research and directed inquiry, but they
will also leave with oodles of tips and ideas to help
students create exciting “true stories” rather than dull
encyclopedic accounts.

November 5, 2025 ~ Colby Sharp

Awesometastic New Books!

In this session, Colby will book talk some of his

favorite 2025 picture books, chapter books, middle

grade novels. Colby is the co-founder of Nerdy Book -
Club. He co-hosts The Yarn podcast with Travis EL:?SFIDB:
Jonker. Colby co-authored Game Changer! Book [RERTTINL
Access for All Kids with Donalyn Miller, and he is the [jSSestas
editor of The Creativity Project: An Awesometastic

Story Collection. A Commonsense Guide to Your [ E!EJ'“;
Classroom Library written with Donalyn Miller, is

his latest book.

December 3, 2025 ~ Shawna Coppola
“Redefining” Writing for Greater Equity, Engagement, and
Authenticity!
"= M Many of the ways we’ve conceptualized literacy [e—r=—-1
need revising if we are to truly challenge some of the [MEEZZ T
inequities that “live” within our educational system. R ALL
il How might this look when considering how we teach
our students to write (i.e., to compose texts)? What

paradigm shifts are necessary for ensuring that all of
i our students see themselves as “writers”?

January 7, 2026 ~ Cornelius Minor
Being Child Centered in A World That Wants to Center
Everything Else

We know the importance of using data to inform
instruction and classroom based decision making.
And we know that data is not just last year’s test
score. The most important data points walk into our
schools each morning. What children do, how they
do it, and what they say in response to our classroom
practice is consistent information that we can use
when making decisions. In this session, we will
explore tools, methods, and practices that enable us
to teach powerfully — with what we learn from and
about young people at the center.

February 4, 2026 ~ Becky Anderson
Discovering the 2026 Illinois Reads Books

Join Becky Anderson as she presents the Illinois
Reads books for 2026. Learn more about the
Illinois Reads statewide literacy initiative that
promotes reading for all Illinois citizens. Six books
in each of the six age bands from Birth to Adult will
be shared. A variety of book topics and themes are
chosen for each age band, highlighting the work of
Illinois Authors.

March 4, 2026 ~ Yolanda Sealey-Ruiz
Verses of Becoming: Poetry as Radical Self-Discovery

In this webinar, Dr. Yolanda Sealey-Ruiz explores
poetry as both mirror and doorway—a sacred
practice for naming truths, confronting wounds,
and reclaiming the fullness of self. Through reading
and writing, poetry offers a language for what is
often unspoken, helping educators and students
give voice to their lived experiences.

April 1,2026 ~ Kimberly N. Parker
Literacy Is Liberation: What Still Matters in Today’s
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In this presentation, Dr. Parker will reinforce what g

continues to matter in our literacy work from her
| book, Literacy is Liberation: Working Toward
Culturally Relevant Teaching.

o

May 6, 2026 ~ Whitney La Rocca

Look Again!

Possibilities for Revision

What happens when we take another look, with
curiosity over judgement, at student writing—and
when we invite our students to do the same? In this
interactive webinar, we’ll examine how reframing
revision as discovery can help students make
meaningful choices as writers. Join us to reflect on
your own feedback practices, learn new ways to

| support revision through three pathways of support
(oral language, illustrations, and written language),
and engage students in conversations to elevate
their writing.
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Inviting Students and Teachers into

June 3,2026 ~ Samira Ahmed and Sara K. Ahmed

A Summer of Inquiry & Justice: Build Your Stack &

Your Inquiry Journal

Dive into “A Summer of Justice,” a session
focused on diverse fiction and nonfiction book
talks —perfect for read-alouds, classroom shelves,

or book clubs—stay for the paired research ideas. |

We’ll also share how your own summer “Inquiry
Journal” can serve you as a curious learner, then
a_mentor to student-led research, reflection, and

civic engagement in the fall. You’ll leave with a |

collective joy in the spirit of inquiry and a curated
list to support your local bookseller, all while
gaining renewed inspiration to guide your summer
of impactful learning and justice-oriented inquiry.

To register, sign into your IRC Membership Account at www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org




