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About the Cover Artist
Juliann Caveny

Juliann (Juli) Caveny is a 5th-grade teacher in rural Illinois and an avid reader, 
an author, and a hobbyist extraordinaire! As a child, she was surrounded by 
inspiration in all forms! Both of her parents are former art teachers who moti-
vated her to explore her interests and find joy in “the process.” As a teacher, she 
strives to bring that same energy and love of learning to her classroom.

When explaining her approach to her artwork and other creative endeavors, Juli 
stresses “practice, practice, practice” and not letting failure stop her: “Most of 
all, have fun in all you do!”

The past year provided the time and opportunity she needed to learn to play the ukulele, study watercolors, and 
restore vintage classics like her “Barbie Camper” for doll dioramas she posts on her Instagram account  
@ohfauxfashionable.

Notes on the Cover Art

The artwork on the front and back covers were completed in watercolor: first, on multiple pages, and then 
combined using a digital format. Some “sketch lines” and color bleeds have been left on purpose: “When I first 
learned to quilt, I was often reminded that these little ‘errors’ are often things only I see.”

The theme: “I love when I walk into the library and see a group of kids reading a book together. There’s noth-
ing more perfect than sharing the love of learning.”

Front Cover: “Shared Interests” 
Back Cover: “Select Trio”

You can find more artwork from Juli on pages 32, 42, 78, and 84.



ILLINOIS READS
A READING STATE OF MIND

Birth-4
Bear’s Scare
 by Jacob Grant
Beware!
 by Bob Raczka and illustrated by Larry Day
Chinese New Year Colors
 by Rich Lo
Mermaid Dreams
 by Kate Pugsley
Peekity Boo What You Can Do!
 by Heidi Bee Roemer
Pick a Pumpkin
 by Patricia Toht

K-2
Jasper & Ollie
 by Alex Willan
Just Read!
 by Lori Degman
My Teacher is a Robot
 by Jeffrey Brown
Oak Leaf
 by John Sandford
Sofia Valdez, Future Prez
 by Andrea Beaty
This Is How I Do It:  One Day in the Life of You 
and 59 Real Kids from Around the World
 by Matt Lamothe

3-5
Cape – The League of Secret Heroes, Book One
 by Kate Hannigan
Captain Superlative!
 by J.S. Puller
The Peculiar Incident on Shady Street
 by Lindsay Currie
The Superlative A. Lincoln:  Poems About Our 
16th President
 by Eileen R. Meyer
Time Castaways #1:  The Mona Lisa Key 
 by Liesl Shurtliff
Weird Little Robots
 by Carolyn Crimi

6-8
Fireborne
 by Rosaria Munda
Ninja:  Get Good:  My Ultimate Guide to Gaming
 by Tyler Blevins
Powers in Action, Volume 1:  The Hero 
Squadron!
 by Art Baltazar
Robert E. Lee:  The Man, the Soldier, the Myth
 by Brandon Marie Miller
Strange Birds:  A Field Guide to Ruffling Feathers
 by Celia C. Pérez
Windy City Magic, Book 1: The Best Kind of 
Magic
 by Crystal Cestari

9-12
All That I Can Fix
 by Crystal Chan
Sorry for Your Loss
 by Jessie Ann Foley
The Waking Forest
 by Alyssa Wees
Thirteen Doorways, Wolves Behind Them All
 by Laura Ruby
Verify
 by Joelle Charbonneau
We Speak in Storms
 by Natalie Lund

Adult
An American Summer: Love and Death in 
Chicago 
 by Alex Kotlowitz
The Boat Runner:  A Novel
 by Devin Murphy
Midwest Made:  Big, Bold Baking from the 
Heartland 
 by Shauna Sever
Monument:  Poems New and Selected
 by Natasha Trethewey
Radio Flyer:  100 Years of America’s Little Red 
Wagon 
 by Robert Pasin
The Vanishing Man: A Charles Lenox Mystery 
 by Charles Finch

Join the statewide literacy 
initiative!  Six books in each 
age band, birth to adult, with 
fun activities, book clubs, 
author events, online blogs, 
Skype visits, and more!  Order 
bookmarks and posters today!
 
Visit our website for more information
www.illinoisreads.org
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