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rate of $50.00; address inquiries to the Executive Director at the IRC office. Because the IRC]J serves as an
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and for repeated use may do so without a fee. Nonmembers must obtain photocopying permission from the
Illinois Reading Council, 1100 Beech Street, Building 8, Suite 2, Normal, IL 61761.
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About the Artists in this Issue

Arts of Life

Arts of Life is a 501(c)3 nonprofit founded in January 2000 with a shared vision: to create a person-cen-
tric, working artistic community and provide a work environment of equality and inclusion in Chicago.
Started by founding artist Veronica Cuculich and two co-directors, Arts of Life was launched with nine
intrepid individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Our shared vision grew from a pas-
sion for artistic expression and a need for an alternative system. Today, we support over 80 artists. A career
in the visual arts is an opportunity for meaningful employment. At our three professional art studios, each
artist has their own studio space and works independently from individualized project plans or receives
1:1 visual arts facilitation to increase their artistic skill set. Artists earn a monthly stipend for participa-
tion in the program with eligibility to receive bonuses based on personal annual art sales. In 2021, we
launched community programs in partnership with art centers in Evanston and Highland Park to engage
more artists in their own communities.

https://artsoflife.org

Front cover: “Pizzaman” by Omar Abulsheikh
Back cover: “Statue of Liberty” by Caroline Chun

Other artwork by Arts of Life artists can be found on pages 1, 35, 48, and 66.




Maria Vanik, “Rainbow Rooster” Marcelo Aguilar, “Heart Raising”

Rocco Dicaro, “Untitled”
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Calls for Contributions for Future Issues
of the lllinois Reading Council Journal

The Illinois Reading Council Journal seeks man-
uscripts dealing with topics, issues, and events of
interest to educators involved in literacy programs
at all levels of education.

About The Review Process

The complete review process takes approxi-
mately 10 to 16 weeks. Upon receipt of a
manuscript, an initial review will be conducted
and feedback sent to the author. Manuscripts
accepted for peer review will be evaluated by at
least two reviewers who are uninformed as to
the identity of the author. The editor will com-
pile notes from the reviewers and send feedback
to the author, including whether the article has
been accepted for publication and any requests
for revision. Manuscripts are evaluated in terms
of interest, quality of writing, appropriate docu-
mentation of ideas, uniqueness, and needs of the
journal. Research articles should include a clear
description of the methodology and should be
written in a style that will be readable by class-
room teachers. The final decision for acceptance
of manuscripts resides with the editor. Please
review articles in the journal before submitting
manuscripts for consideration. Any questions
about the submission process should be directed
to Roxanne Owens, IRC] Editor, by e-mail at
ircjournal@illinoisreadingcouncil.org.

Short Submissions

For each issue, short items such as original poems,
cartoons, artwork, or personal anecdotes may
appear throughout the journal. Such submissions
should be one-half page to one page in length,
double-spaced, and word-processed. Front and
back cover art is also accepted. The editor selects
these items.

If you have questions about the submission
process, please e-mail Roxanne Owens, /RC/
Editor, at IRCJournal@illinoisreadingcouncil.org.

IRCJ Submission Guidelines
Article submissions should be eight to 25 double-spaced
pages, including references. Please prepare and submit your

manuscript consistent with the following guidelines.

Manuscript Submission Guidelines

NEW! You can now submit your article online at htep://

illinoisreadingcouncil.org/ircjournalsubmission.html:

*  Anonymize the Manuscript Text: Remove any names or ref-
erences to the author(s)and affiliated institutions (clearly
marked placeholders may be employed, e.g., [Author

Name]; [Name of Institution]).

o Text Formatting: In general, apply APA style guidelines
(7th ed.) to your text (e.g., Times New Roman 12 point or

a similar serif font, double spaced, 1-inch margins, etc.).

*  File Type: Save the manuscript as a MS Word document
.doc or docx. (MS Ward is used to provide in-text com-
ments and revisions, so please do not submit pdf., .pages

or .rtf.)

*  File Name: This should conform to the following format:

article v1_{title of article}_mm-dd-yy
Example: article v1_Reading is essential_5-10-20

* Download the cover letter template from the submission

webpage and fill it out.

¢ Rename the cover letter file name as follows:
cover_{title of article}_mm-dd-yy

* Example: cover_Reading is essential_5-10-20

Additional questions can be sent to

IRCJournal@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

CALLS FOR CONTRIBUTIONS
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1100 Beech Street

Building 8, Suite 2

Normal, IL 61761

Phone: (309) 454-1341

Fax: (309) 454-3512

E-mail: irc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org
Website: www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org
Twitter: @ILReadCouncil #ircreads
Instagram: instagram.com/ilreadcouncil
Pinterest: pinterest.com/illinoisreading
and join us on Facebook!
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presidentelect@illinoisreadingcouncil.org
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Past President
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Secretary
Melissa Wheeler

recordingsecretary@illinoisreadingcouncil.org
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Treasurer
Diana Wilkie

treasurer@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

ILA State Coordinator
Amy Davis
ilastatecoordinator@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Director of Membership

Donna Herman
membershipdirector@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Executive Director
Carrie Sheridan

carrie@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Editor of Illinois Reading Council Journal

Roxanne Owens
ircjournal@illinoisreadingcouncil.org
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