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Laura Nyman Montenegro is an award-winning author/illustrator of children’s 
picture books. Her books include A Bird About to Sing, A Poet’s Bird Garden, Sweet 
Tooth, and One Stuck Drawer. Laura teaches classes for adults in the art of making 
picture books at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and at Big Table Studio 
in Evanston, Illinois. She is a visiting author/illustrator at schools and universities 
and has served as a children’s librarian and graphic artist at the Evanston Public 
Library. Laura believes that children are natural artists and storytellers who respond 
to the picture book world with gusto and insight and that the picture book art 
form is a rich and inviting world for story making and expression.

Please contact me at lauramontenegro@sbcglobal.net.

Front Cover: “We Dream the Sun” 
Back Cover: Top left: “Flower Flower,” Top right: “Wait for Me,” Bottom left: “Sunflowers,” and Bottom right: “Come 
Out, Come Out”  

You can find more artwork from Laura on pages 22, 49, 61, 78, 85, and 86.

Mission
The mission of the Illinois Reading Council is to provide support and leadership to educators as they 
promote and teach lifelong literacy.

Vision
The Illinois Reading Council advocates quality literacy opportunities for all learners and serves 
as a primary organization that provides educators at all levels access to research, materials, and 
methodologies to promote and teach lifelong literacy and learning. Support of an active, well-
organized system of local and special interest councils and state committees provides a viable network 
for communication, exchange of information, and grassroots involvement of a diverse membership. 
The Illinois Reading Council’s publications, special projects, conferences, and workshops stimulate the 
personal and professional growth of educators.



ILLINOIS READS
A READING STATE OF MIND

Birth-4
Babies Around the World: Dancing 
	 by Tamara Barker
Bodies are Cool 
	 by Tyler Feder
It’s So Quiet: A Not-Quite-Going-to-Bed Book 
	 by Sherri Duskey Rinker
Three Squeezes 
	 by Chris Sheban
Time to Recharge, Harper! 
	 by Kelly Leigh Miller
Yo! Yes? 
	 by Chris Raschka

K-2
Bear Island 
	 by Matthew Cordell
Hair Love 
	 by Matthew A. Cherry
June Almeida, Virus Detective!: The Woman Who 
Discovered the First Human Coronavirus 
	 by Suzanne Slade
Kindness is a Kite String: The Uplifting Power of 
Empathy 
	 by Michelle Schaub
Secret, Secret Agent Guy 
	 by Kira Bigwood
Ship in a Bottle 
	 by Andrew Prahin

3-5
Ada Twist and the Perilous Pants:  The 
Questioneers Book #2 
	 by Andrea Beaty
Fart Quest 
	 by Aaron Reynolds
Fiery Night: A Boy, His Goat, and the Great 
Chicago Fire 
	 by Sally M. Walker
Maya and the Robot 
	 by Eve L. Ewing
Simon B. Rhymin’ 
	 by Dwayne Reed
The Water Lady: How Darlene Arviso Helps a 
Thirsty Navajo Nation 
	 by Alice B. McGinty

6-8
Amira & Hamza: The War to Save the Worlds 
	 by Samira Ahmed
Capsized!: The Forgotten Story of the SS Eastland 
Disaster 
	 by Patricia Sutton
Scritch Scratch 
	 by Lindsay Currie
The Curse of the Mummy: Uncovering 
Tutankhamun’s Tomb 
	 by Candace Fleming
The Robber Girl 
	 by Franny Billingsley
The Shape of Thunder 
	 by Jasmine Warga

9-12
Amazons, Abolitionists, and Activists: A Graphic 
History of Women’s Fight for Their Rights 
	 by Mikki Kendall
Come On In: 15 Stories about Immigration and 
Finding Home 
	 by Adi Alsaid
Girl on the Ferris Wheel 
	 by Julie Halpern
How to Pack for the End of the World 
	 by Michelle Falkoff
Kingdom of Souls 
	 by Rena Barron
You Know I’m No Good 
	 by Jessie Ann Foley

Adult
How to Write One Song 
	 by Jeff Tweedy
Noor 
	 by Nnedi Okorafor
Sidelined: Sports, Culture, and Being a Woman in 
America 
	 by Julie DiCaro
The King of Confidence: A Tale of Utopian 
Dreamers, Frontier Schemers, True Believers, 
False Prophets, and the Murder of an American 
Monarch 
	 by Miles Harvey 
The Lucky One:  A Novel 
	 by Lori Rader-Day 
The Talented Miss Farwell:  A Novel 
	 by Emily Gray Tedrowe

Join the statewide literacy 
initiative!  Six books in each 
age band, birth to adult, with 
fun activities, book clubs, 
author events, online blogs, 
Skype visits, and more!  Order 
bookmarks and posters today!
 

Visit our website for more information
www.illinoisreads.org
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