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About the Cover and Inside Artwork
For our summer cover and inside artwork, we decided to feature flowers and gardens to celebrate the 
season. Our layout/design person, Shanee Plate, shared photographs from her personal garden for this 
issue.

Cover: Black-eyed susans (Rudbeckia hirta)

Other photographs from Shanee’s garden can be found on pages 9, 24, 25, 77, and 87.

Ceyda Aykan

We are pleased to include a piece of artwork by artist Ceyda Aykan (www.ceydaaykan.com) on page 10. 
Ceyda makes drawings and paintings of stories and landscapes. Depending on the subject matter, she 
prefers using color or pen and ink on canvas and paper.



ILLINOIS READS
A READING STATE OF MIND

Illinois Family Reading Night  
Thursday, November 19, 2026

Family Reading Night is a statewide event held the third 
Thursday in November to encourage families to spend quality 
time reading together.  The annual event is sponsored by 
the Illinois Secretary of State and State Librarian and the 
Illinois State Library’s Illinois Center for the Book.  Order your 
Illinois Reads bookmarks and posters while supplies last! 

Visit our website for more information at www.illinoisreads.org

Birth-4
Dirt’s Journey 
 by Sally M. Walker
E-I-UFO: Old MacDonald Had a Farm 
 by Zach von Zonk
Hugged by the Night 
 by Harold Green III
Inventions to Count On: A Celebration 
of Black Inventors: A Picture Book 
 by Dana Marie Miroballi
POP! Goes the Nursery Rhyme 
 by Betsy Bird
Silly Puppies: Baby’s First Giggles 
 by Heidi Bee Roemer

K-2
Emilia’s Corte 
 by Veronica Castillo and 
 by Juleesa Espinoza
Give Back 
 by Gina Bellisario
Piece Out 
 by Alex Willan
Seasons on the Farm 
 by Chelsea Tornetto
Smithy and Me 
 by Darcy Day Zoells
The Scariest Story You’ve Ever Heard 
 by Ron Keres

3-5
Ava the Monster Slayer: Sleepover Superheroes 
 by Lisa Maggiore
Hulk Teach! 
 by Jeffrey Brown
Rachel Carson’s Wonder-Filled World: How the 
Scientist, Writer, and Nature Lover Changed the 
Environmental Movement 
 by Kate Hannigan
Rock Paper Incisors: A Skunk and Badger Story 
 by Amy Timberlake
The Curse of Great Winter Academy: Choose 
Your Own Adventure 
 by Jessika Fleck
The Gift of Freedom: How Harriet Tubman 
Rescued Her Brothers 
 by Glennette Tilley Turner

6-8
How the Ghost Army Hoodwinked Hitler: The 
Story of American Artistry and Deception 
in World War II 
 by Rebecca Siegel
Millie of the Manor: A Graphic Novel 
 by Karina Evans and Andrea Bell
Severe and Unusual Weather 
 by Jessie Ann Foley
The Chronicles of Viktor Valentine 
 by Z Brewer
The Scott Fenwick Diaries: A Novel 
 by Kristin Nilsen
The Song of Orphan’s Garden 
 by Nicole M. Hewitt

9-12
American Spirits: The Famous Fox Sisters and 
the Mysterious Fad that Haunted a Nation 
 by Barb Rosenstock
Before Takeoff 
 by Adi Alsaid
Dream by the Shadows 
 by Logan Karlie
Mae: The Definitive Edition 
 by Gene Ha
Many Voices: Building Erie, the Canal 
that Changed America 
 by Laurie Lawlor
The Corruption of Hollis Brown 
 by K. Ancrum

Adult
Amity: A Novel 
 by Nathan Harris
Death of the Author: A Novel 
 by Nnedi Okorafor
Fagin the Thief: A Novel 
 by Allison Epstein
Remember You Will Die: A Novel 
 by Eden Robins
The Ex-Girlfriend Murder Club
 by Gloria Chao
Tractor Wars: John Deere, Henry Ford, 
International Harvester, and the Birth of 
Modern Agriculture 
 by Neil Dahlstrom
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BOOK CHOICE  (Check one, two, or all three book clubs):  

_____WAR GAMES              _____TRAUMA-RESPONSIVE PEDAGOGY             _____GROWING LANGUAGE & LITERACY K-8TH   
            OR  _____GROWING LANGUAGE & LITERACY 6-12TH     
REGISTRATION  (Check one):  

IRC Members:             
________BOOK CLUB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   FREE FOR IRC MEMBERS

Non-Members:             
________BOOK CLUB AND IRC MEMBERSHIP . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              $50.00
   (From IRC Membership Form, indicate local council choice ____________________________)       
 
             TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED                          $_____________

To register, return this form with payment by June 21, 2026 to
Illinois Reading Council, 1100 Beech Street, Building 8-2, Normal, IL  61761     OR     register online at www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org

ONE NAME ON EACH FORM  Please print or type.  Form may be reproduced. 
Name (Last)______________________________________________  (First)_________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________  City_____________________  State______________  Zip_______________
Telephone (          ) __________________________________________  Gmail Address Required ___________________________________________ 
Are you an IRC member? _________Yes  _________No             Membership Number ___________________________________________   

Join educators from all over the state in the online Summer 2026 IRC Book Club!  Choose one, two, or all three book clubs!  
Read, reflect on, and respond to War Games by Alan Gratz and/or Trauma-Responsive Pedagogy by 
Arlène Elizabeth Casimir, Courtney N. Baker, Nell K. Duke, and  M. Colleen Cruz and/or Growing 
Language & Literacy by Andrea Honigsfeld.  

Beginning June 21, educators will participate in online discussions for the next seven-weeks. With 
the War Games book club, participants will learn how to hold book clubs with their own middle grade 
classrooms based on this historical fiction novel about Olympic gold, Nazi gold, and a daring heist 
during the 1936 Berlin Olympics. With the Trauma-Responsive Pedagogy book club, participants 
will be provided an actionable guide that offers research and inclusive frameworks to help create a 
trauma-responsive classroom with the tools needed to support their students through challenges. With 
the Growing Language & Literacy book club, participants will choose between Growing Language 
& Literacy:  Strategies for English Learners that provides K to 8th Grade Teachers with strategies to 
support EL students’ academic language and literacy development based on the TESOL framework of 
language acquisition OR Growing Language & Literacy:  Strategies for Secondary Multilingual 
Learners that provides secondary 6th to 12th grade teachers practical strategies to support adolescent 
multilingual learners across all grade levels and content areas. 

Participants who complete all assignments will be eligible to receive 15 PD clock hours for each book 
club.  Required for participation:
• Gmail address (free at https://mail.google.com/).  The Book Club uses Google Classroom, which 

does not work with Yahoo, AOL, Hotmail, etc.  School gmail accounts may also not work and a 
personal gmail account will need to be created.

• Texts:  Books can be purchased from the bookseller of your choice.

Register by June 21, 2026, to participate in the book club.  Registration is FREE for IRC Members.  The 
cost for non-members is $50, which includes IRC membership for one year.   PLEASE NOTE:  The cost of 
book is not included.

 Check  (payable to IRC)

METHOD OF PAYMENT
($2 service charge is added if paying by CC!)

Visa
Credit Card 
Expiration Date

Mo.    Yr.

Cardholder’s Name______________________________  Address of Cardholder___________________________________________

 Mastercard  Discover  American Express  CVV Code ___________________
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372027 Program Proposal

Submit Program Proposals Online at www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org

PROGRAM FORMAT
The Illinois Reading Council is accepting Program Proposals for the 58th Annual Reading Council Conference from 
March 11-12, 2027 in Springfield, Illinois.  The Program Committee is planning many outstanding professional and 
social opportunities.  Proposals are encouraged for small group sessions which will be scheduled for 60 minutes.
 

CRITERIA FOR SELECTION
• Proposals that emphasize interaction across disciplines, interaction across roles, new issues or topics, innovative 

or novel ways of viewing traditional issues, topics, materials or methods and evidence of familiarity with current 
practice and/or research will be given priority.

• Proposals that promote commercial materials or programs will not be accepted.
• Proposals that contribute to the achievement of an overall program balance in the range of topics, the grade levels 

covered, and the professional and geographic distribution of the participants have priority.
• The Program Committee reserves the right to disqualify proposals that are not legible, concise, well-worded, 

complete, and submitted on time.

GENERAL INFORMATION
• Teachers, researchers, librarians, administrators, and others interested in promoting reading and related literacy 

areas are encouraged to submit program proposals.  
• Presenters may submit more than one proposal.  
• As a professional, nonprofit organization, the Illinois Reading Council is unable to provide honoraria to program 

participants or to reimburse for materials, travel, meals, or hotel expenses.
• All presenters whose program proposals have been approved must pre-register and pay conference fees no later 

than the last day designated for pre-registration (February 5, 2027).  If not, name and presentation may be removed 
from the final conference program due to printing deadlines.      

• The person submitting the proposal must receive advance consent from each listed presentation associate. 
• Each presentation room will be equipped with an LCD projector and screen.  All other audio-visual equipment is 

the responsibility of the presenter(s).
• Using the Internet in a presentation can create technical complications that may disrupt a session.  Unlike an office 

or school environment, Internet in convention centers and hotels is not 100% reliable due to numerous temporary 
users connecting at any given time.  Please download and save video to your computer if you are using it in a 
presentation.

• Please observe the word limits for presentation titles and abstracts.  Only concise, clearly worded proposals will be 
considered.

• Proposals must be submitted online at www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org by September 1, 2026.  Each person submitting 
a proposal will be sent an acknowledgment by email when the proposal is received.  Subsequent correspondence 
will also be sent by email. 

• Applicants will be notified of the Program Committee’s decisions by October 15, 2026.  It is the responsibility of the 
person submitting the proposal to relay the committee’s decision to each presentation associate listed on the program.  

Individuals seeking conference information should contact:
Illinois Reading Council

1100 Beech Street, Building 8-2
Normal, IL  61761

  Phone:  309-454-1341     Email:  irc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org
   Fax:  309-454-3512      Web:  www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org

2027 PROGRAM PROPOSAL
58th Illinois Reading Council Conference

March 11-12, 2027
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89Calls for Contributions

Calls for Contributions for Future Issues 
of the Illinois Reading Council Journal

The Illinois Reading Council Journal seeks man-
uscripts dealing with topics, issues, and events of 
interest to educators involved in literacy programs 
at all levels of education.

About The Review Process
The complete review process takes approxi-
mately 10 to 16 weeks. Upon receipt of a 
manuscript, an initial review will be conducted 
and feedback sent to the author. Manuscripts 
accepted for peer review will be evaluated by at 
least two reviewers who are uninformed as to 
the identity of the author. The editor will com-
pile notes from the reviewers and send feedback 
to the author, including whether the article has 
been accepted for publication and any requests 
for revision. Manuscripts are evaluated in terms 
of interest, quality of writing, appropriate docu-
mentation of ideas, uniqueness, and needs of the 
journal. Research articles should include a clear 
description of the methodology and should be 
written in a style that will be readable by class-
room teachers. The final decision for acceptance 
of manuscripts resides with the editor. Please 
review articles in the journal before submitting 
manuscripts for consideration. Any questions 
about the submission process should be directed 
to Roxanne Owens, IRCJ Editor, by e-mail at 
ircjournal@illinoisreadingcouncil.org.

Short Submissions
For each issue, short items such as original poems, 
cartoons, artwork, or personal anecdotes may 
appear throughout the journal. Such submissions 
should be one-half page to one page in length, 
double-spaced, and word-processed. Front and 
back cover art is also accepted. The editor selects 
these items.

If you have questions about the submission 
process, please e-mail Roxanne Owens, IRCJ 
Editor, at IRCJournal@illinoisreadingcouncil.org.

IRCJ Submission Guidelines
Article submissions should be eight to 25 double-spaced 
pages, including references. Please prepare and submit your 
manuscript consistent with the following guidelines.

Manuscript Submission Guidelines
NEW! You can now submit your article online at http://
illinoisreadingcouncil.org/ircjournalsubmission.html:

•	 Anonymize the Manuscript Text: Remove any names or ref-
erences to the author(s)and affiliated institutions (clearly 
marked placeholders may be employed, e.g., [Author 
Name]; [Name of Institution]).

•	 Text Formatting: In general, apply APA style guidelines 
(7th ed.) to your text (e.g., Times New Roman 12 point or 
a similar serif font, double spaced, 1-inch margins, etc.).

•	 File Type: Save the manuscript as a MS Word document 
.doc or docx. (MS Word is used to provide in-text com-
ments and revisions, so please do not submit pdf., .pages 
or .rtf.)

•	 File Name: This should conform to the following format: 
article v1_{title of article}_mm-dd-yy 

	 Example: article v1_Reading is essential_5-10-20

•	 Download the cover letter template from the submission 
webpage and fill it out. 

•	 Rename the cover letter file name as follows:  
cover_{title of article}_mm-dd-yy 

•	 Example: cover_Reading is essential_5-10-20

Additional questions can be sent to 

IRCJournal@illinoisreadingcouncil.org
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1100 Beech Street
Building 8, Suite 2
Normal, IL 61761

Phone: (309) 454-1341
Fax: (309) 454-3512

E-mail: irc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org
Website: www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Twitter: @ILReadCouncil #ircreads
Instagram: instagram.com/ilreadcouncil
Pinterest: pinterest.com/illinoisreading

and join us on Facebook!

2025-2026 Officers and Staff

President
Cindi Koudelka
president@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

President-Elect
Deb Augsburger
presidentelect@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Vice President
Jennifer Young 
vicepresident@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Past President
Melissa Stinnett
pastpresident@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Secretary
Melissa Wheeler 
recordingsecretary@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Treasurer
Diana Wilkie 
treasurer@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

ILA State Coordinator
Amy Davis 
ilastatecoordinator@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Director of Membership
Donna Herman 
membershipdirector@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Executive Director
Carrie Sheridan 
carrie@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Editor of Illinois Reading Council Journal
Roxanne Owens 
ircjournal@illinoisreadingcouncil.org
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