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The lllinois Reading Council Journal (IRC)) is published quarterly and is distributed as a service to all members of
the Illinois Reading Council. Membership in the Illinois Reading Council can be obtained through local and special
interest reading councils in Illinois. For information, contact the Illinois Reading Council at 1100 Beech Street,
Building 8, Suite 2, Normal, IL 61761. IRC staff may also be reached by telephone at (309) 454-1341. Libraries
and educational institutions can subscribe to /RCJ at an annual rate of $50.00; address inquiries to the Executive
Director at the IRC office. Because the /RCJ serves as an open forum, its contents do not necessarily reflect or imply
endorsement or advocacy by the Illinois Reading Council, its officers, or its members.

Photocopies: Individuals may photocopy articles from the journal without written permission for nonprofit
educational use, or may make five copies of a single article for library reserve use in an educational institution. Consent
to photocopy does not extend to photos or items reprinted by permission from other publishers. Members of the
Illinois Reading Council who wish to use copies of an article in a handout or coursepack and for repeated use may do
so without a fee. Nonmembers must obtain photocopying permission from the Illinois Reading Council, 1100 Beech
Street, Building 8, Suite 2, Normal, IL 61761.
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About the Cover Artist
Gavin Burkhart

Gavin Burkhart is in his final year of classes at the DePaul College of Education,
studying Elementary Education and minoring in English. He aspires to be a reading
specialist and to work with struggling readers to help fortify the next generation of
exceptional readers. Gavin currently works as a substitute teacher at an early learning
center and is passionate about his work. In his free time, Gavin loves to partake in a
multitude of artistic activities but prioritizes ink drawings and watercolor paintings.
Additionally, he loves to read and spend time with his tiny black cat, Coraline. The

cover of this fall issue is dedicated to this tiny cat as well as to his late grandmother,
Catherine, who imparted her passion for art upon him by frequently gifting his family
painted gourds and pumpkins.

Front Cover: “A Feline’s Fall Time”
Back Cover: “Spooky Medley”

Other artwork by Gavin Burkhart can be found on pages 21, 45, and 65.
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IRC Announces
2023-2024 Grant Recipients

Laura Mudd

Jenna Andriakos

Samantha Contreras

Sarah Dumler

Susie Smice

Samantha Alvarado

Pam Folger

Andrea Kinder

Amy Hewing

Pamela Turner

Steve Layne
Alan Holtz

$750

$1,000

$750
$600

$500
$500

$1,500

$300

$400

$1,500

Literacy Through the Arts Summer
Enrichment Program

Building Tier 3 Comprehension with
Wordless Picture Books
Meg Medina Author Study

Second Grade Skills for Success

Morning Coffee Club
Chew and Chat

Literacy in Recovery

Let’s Read the 2024 Monarch Award
Nominated Books
Bluestem Books and Breakfast

Reading Inspires a Total Eclipse of the
Mind!

Book Chat Magic
Media Center’s Manga Madness 2023

IRC ANNOUNCES 2023-2024 GRANT RECIPIENTS
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The Illinois Council for Affective Reading Education
and
The Illinois Reading Council

STATIC STICK DECAL CONTEST

The Illinois Council for Affective Reading Education (ICARE) and the Illinois Reading Council (IRC)
invite YOU to design a STATIC STICK DECAL that encourages children to read.

QUALIFICATIONS
You must be a student in grade 4, 5 or 6 in a school in the state of Illinois.

GUIDELINES

Make your original design in the 4 inch square on the back of this sheet.
(Teachers may copy the application form as many times as needed.)

Invent an original character(s) to include in your design. You may NOT use any published
cartoon or comic characters (including characters such as Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, Super
Heroes, Pokémon, etc.) nor any computer-generated art.

Develop an original saying or slogan.

You are limited to three colors plus black and white. The label with Illinois Reading Council and
Illinois Council for Affective Reading Education must be on the STATIC STICK DECAL
design but it may be moved from the location on the application form.

Complete the application form on the back of this sheet. Mail it with your design to:

Kathleen Sweeney
c/o Illinois Reading Council
1100 Beech Street
Building 8, Suite 2
Normal, IL 61761

ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN JANUARY 15!

THE STATIC STICK DECAL CONTEST WINNER WILL RECEIVE:

An autographed book by a well-known children’s author.

An invitation for the winner and his/her parents to be our guests at the Friday Luncheon at the
annual Illinois Reading Council Conference. The winner will sit in a place of honor and be
introduced during the luncheon.

30 STATIC STICK DECALS with the winning design to distribute to classmates.

TIPS

Don’t forget — The work MUST BE ORIGINAL. You may not use any published trademark,
cartoon, comic characters or computer-generated art.

Keep the art work simple and positive. Too much detail within the space provided may result
in a smeared look when the cling is reproduced.

Fine line markers, pens and pencils work the best. Crayon is usually difficult to read. A white
background provides a cleaner design.

Spelling must be standard and correct.

90 ILivois READING COUNCIL JOURNAL Vor. 51, No. 4 FarL 2023



The Illinois Council for Affective Reading Education and The Illinois Reading Council

STATIC STICK DECAL CONTEST
APPLICATION

Illinois Council for Affective Reading Education

llinois Reading Council

Name

Grade

Age

Teacher’s Name

School

School Address

City

Zip

School Phone Number (with area code)

Parent/Guardian’s Name

Home Address

City

Zip

Home Phone Number (with area code)

Mail entries no later than January 185 to:

Kathleen Sweeney
c/o Illinois Reading Council
1100 Beech Street
Building 8, Suite 2
Normal, IL 61761

Static STickER DECAL CONTEST APPLICATION
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Calls for Contributions for Future Issues
of the lllinois Reading Council Journal

The lllinois Reading Council Journal seeks manuscripts deal-
ing with topics, issues, and events of interest to educators

involved in literacy programs at all levels of education.

About The Review Process

The complete review process takes approximately 10 to 16
weeks. Upon receipt of a manuscript, an initial review will
be conducted and feedback sent to the author. Manuscripts
accepted for peer review will be evaluated by at least two
reviewers who are uninformed as to the identity of the
author. The editor will compile notes from the reviewers
and send feedback to the author, including whether the
article has been accepted for publication and any requests
for revision. Manuscripts are evaluated in terms of inter-
est, quality of writing, appropriate documentation of ideas,
uniqueness, and needs of the journal. Research articles
should include a clear description of the methodology
and should be written in a style that will be readable by
classroom teachers. The final decision for acceptance of
manuscripts resides with the editor. Please review articles
in the journal before submitting manuscripts for consider-
ation. Any questions about the submission process should
be directed to Roxanne Owens, /RCJ Editor, by e-mail at

ircjournal@illinoisreadingcouncil.org.

Short Submissions

For each issue, short items such as original poems, cartoons,
artwork, or personal anecdotes may appear throughout the
journal. Such submissions should be one-half page to one
page in length, double-spaced, and word-processed. Front
and back cover art is also accepted. The editor selects these
items.

If you have questions about the submission pro-
cess, please e-mail Roxanne Owens, /RC/ Editor, at

IRCJournal@illinoisreadingcouncil.org.

IRCJ Submission Guidelines
Article submissions should be eight to 25 double-spaced
pages, including references. Please prepare and submit your

manuscript consistent with the following guidelines.

Manuscript Submission Guidelines

NEW! You can now submit your article online at hzp://

illinoisreadingcouncil.orglircjournalsubmission. heml:

*  Anonymize the Manuscript Text: Remove any names or ref-
erences to the author(s)and affiliated institutions (clearly
marked placeholders may be employed, e.g., [Author

Name]; [Name of Institution]).

o Text Formatting: In general, apply APA style guidelines
(7th ed.) to your text (e.g., Times New Roman 12 point or

a similar serif font, double spaced, 1-inch margins, etc.).

*  File Type: Save the manuscript as a MS Ward document
.doc or docx. (MS Woard is used to provide in-text com-
ments and revisions, so please do not submit pdf., .pages

or .rtf.)

*  File Name: This should conform to the following format:

article v1_{title of article}_mm-dd-yy
Example: article v1_Reading is essential_5-10-20

* Download the cover letter template from the submission

webpage and fill it out.

¢ Rename the cover letter file name as follows:
cover_{title of article}_mm-dd-yy

* Example: cover_Reading is essential_5-10-20

Additional questions can be sent to

IRCJournal@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

CALLS FOR CONTRIBUTIONS
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1100 Beech Street

Building 8, Suite 2

Normal, IL 61761

Phone: (309) 454-1341

Fax: (309) 454-3512

E-mail: irc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org
Website: www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org
Twitter: @ILReadCouncil #ircreads
Instagram: instagram.com/ilreadcouncil
Pinterest: pinterest.com/illinoisreading
and join us on Facebook!

2023-2024 Officers and Staff

President

Julie Hoffman

2507 Lemont
Springfield, IL 62704

president@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

President-Elect
Melissa Stinnett

4 Hickory Grove
Macomb, IL 61455

presidentelect@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Vice President
Cindi Koudelka
117 S. First
Tonica, IL 61370

vicepresident@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Secretary

Melissa Wheeler

1101 Lafayette Avenue
Mattoon, IL 61938

recordingsecretary@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Past President
Leslie Forsman
717 Morgan Street
PO Box 255
Chapin, IL 62628

pastpresident@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

ILivois READING COUNCIL JOURNAL

VoL. 51, No. 4

Treasurer

Diana Wilkie

421 Konen Avenue
Aurora, IL 60505

treasurer@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

ILA State Coordinator

Amy Davis

912 A Street

Charleston, IL 61920
ilastatecoordinator@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Director of Membership

Donna Herman

13630 W. Dublin Drive

Homer Glen, IL 60491
membershipdirector@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Executive Director

Carrie Sheridan

1100 Beech Street
Building 8, Suite 2
Normal, IL 61761

carrie@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Editor of Illinois Reading Council Journal

Roxanne Owens
5038 W. Berteau
Chicago, IL 60641

ircjournal@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

FarL 2023



IRC

ILLINOIS
READING
COUNCIL

MEMBERSHIP FORM

203 Landmark Drive, Suite B, Normal, IL 61761
Phone: 888-454-1341  E-mail: irc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org
Fax: 309-454-3512 Web: wwwi.illinoisreadingcouncil.org

@ Please print or complete the form online.

Last Name First Name Middle Initial
Address E-mail
City State Zip County

Home Phone ( )

Bus. Phone ( )

School Name District City
or

Business/Institution City

Are you a Preservice Teacher? yes no College/University

@ List the council(s) you wish to join.
When you join, you receive membership in the IRC, as well as
membership in a local or special interest council. You must select

at least one of the councils listed on the back.

@ List the dues amount of each council you are joining.
$50 - One year membership for IRC and one council. If you join
more than one council, each additional council is $15.
$30 - Preservice Teacher membership and $5 for each additional council.

1.
2.
3.
4.
@ Option to Purchase Print Journals. Total Before Optional Print Journal
IRC Membership comes with online access to the IRC Journal. Add $20 Fee for Print Journal
Current issues will also be sent by email quarterly to you. If you
wish to purchase a print journal, it is an additional $20 per year. TOTAL AMOUNT DUE

@ Return this form with payment to:
Illinois Reading Council
ATTN: Membership Dept.

1100 Beech St, Building 8, Suite 2

Normal, IL 61761

Paying by credit card? A $2 service charge is added.
Join Online or Fax: 309-454-3512

@ In our continuing effort to provide meaningful services to our members, IRC requests the following information.

Method of Payment: |:| |:| . |:| |:| |:|
s accepted.) Check to IRC Visa Mastercard Discover American Express

(Sorry, no PO

Cardholder’s

Cardholder’s

Mo. Yr.

Name Credit Card
Expiration Date |__I_|

Address CVV Code

[ Professional Areas of Interest (Check 3)]

|Are you a member of the International Literacy Association (ILA)? |

a. ___ administration
a.___yes membership # expiration date b. __ adult literacy
b.____no c. ___ affective reading
d. __ assessment
[Years in Education Profession| | Highest Degree Earned e. ___ children’s literature
a. 18-24 a.___ 0-4 a. ___ Bachelors f. ___ comprehension
b.___ 25-39 b.___ 514 b. ___ Masters g. ___ content area reading
c.___ 40-54 c. 1529 c. ___ Doctorate h. ___ family literacy
d.___ 55andover d. ___ 30 and over i. ___ holistic reading
j- ___ multilingual/multicultural
k. ___ newspapers in e('iucation
1. ___ parents and reading
Classroom Teacher: Administrator: ther m.___ reading for gifted students
a. ___ preschool a. ___ curriculum/reading a. ___librarian n. __ research
b.___ K3 supervisor b. ___ parent 0. ___ study skills
c.___ 46 b. ___ building principal c. ___ special ed. teacher p. ___ teacher education
d. ___ middle school/jr. high c. ___ superintendent d. ___ gifted/talented teacher q ___ technology in reading
e. ___ high school d. ___ other e. ___ Title I /remedial r. ___ Title I/remedial reading
f. ___ post Secondary f. ___ reading specialist s. ___ young adult literature
g._ retired t. ___ young authors/writing

MEMBERSHIP FORM
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Illinois Reading Council Membership
Locations of IRC Local & Special Interest Council Regions by Counties

The annual membership of $50 includes membership in the Illinois Reading Council and a local or special interest council. The annual preservice
teacher membership is $30 for one who has not been certified in the teaching profession and is working toward an initial teaching certificate. Please
select the council(s) you wish to join from the list below. Residence in any of the designated council counties you join is not required. If you join
more than one local or special interest council at this time, each additional council is $15. Preservice teachers pay $5 for each additional council.
IRC Membership comes with online access to the webinars, book clubs, /IRC Journal, and more. The IRC Journal and other membership benefits
will also be sent by email to you. If you wish to purchase a print journal, it is an additional $20 per year. Follow the steps on the front of this form.

REGION 1

REGION 4

REGION 7

| Northern Illinois Reading Council -
(Boone, DeKalb, Winnebago, Eastern
Lee & Ogle)

| Northwestern Illinois Reading
Council - (Jo Daviess, Stephenson,
Carroll)

| Sauk Valley Reading Council -
(Eastern Whiteside & Henry, Western
Lee, Ogle, & Bureau)

| Starved Rock Reading Council -
(LaSalle, Grundy, Kendall, Livingston,
Eastern Bureau)

REGION 2

| Black Hawk Reading Council -
(Rock Island, Mercer, Western Henry
& Whiteside)

|___Illinois Valley Reading Council -
(Stark, Putnam, Marshall, Peoria,
Woodford, Tazewell, Eastern Fulton,
Mason)

| Mississippi Valley Reading Council -
(Adams, Brown, Pike, Scott, Greene,
Calhoun)

| Western Illinois Reading Council -
(Henderson, Warren, Knox,
McDonough, Hancock, Schuyler,
Western Fulton)

____ EastCentral-EIU Reading Council -
(Moultrie, Shelby, Cumberland, Coles,
Clark, Edgar, Douglas)

___Illini Reading Council - (Champaign,
Piatt, Southern Ford)

___ Vermilion Valley Reading Council
- (Vermilion)

REGION 8

| Chicago Area Reading Association
(CARA) - (ChicagoArea-Cook County
within the Chicago city limits)

| Lake Area Reading Council -
(Western Lake, McHenry,
Northwestern Cook)

| Suburban Council of IRA (SCIRA)
- (Eastern Lake, Northern Cook)

REGION 5

___ Lewis and Clark Reading Council -
(Macoupin, Jersey, Madison, St. Clair,
Monroe, Washington, Clinton)

___ National Road Reading Council -
(Bond, Effingham, Fayette, Marion)

REGION 3

| South Suburban Reading Council -
(Those parts of Cook Co. bounded on
west by Will-Cook Rd., north by 115th
St., and/or Chicago City limits)

| Two Rivers Reading Council -
(Kankakee, Iroquois, Northern Ford)

| Will County Reading Council -
(Will)

REGION 9

| Fox Valley Reading Council - (Kane)

| Prairie Area Reading Council -
(Western DuPage County)

| West Suburban Reading Council -
(DuPage County east of Route 83
and those parts of Cook County west
of Austin Boulevard excluding all
areas within the Chicago city limits)

REGION 6

___ South Eastern Reading Council -
(Lawrence, Richland, Crawford, Jasper,
Edwards, Clay, Wabash, Wayne, White)

____ Southern Illinois Reading Council -
(Jefferson, Randolph, Perry, Franklin,
Williamson, Saline, Gallatin, Union,
Johnson, Pope, Alexander, Hardin,
Pulaski, Massac, Jackson, Hamilton)

| Central Illinois Reading Council -
(Logan, Menard, Cass, Morgan,
Sangamon, Christian, Montgomery)

| Macon County Reading Council -
(Macon)

| MID-State Reading Council -
(McLean, DeWitt)

REGION 10

___ CIRP - (College Instructors of Reading
Professionals)

_ ICARE - (Illinois Council for
Affective Reading Education)

__ ILLC - (Illinois Language and Literacy
Council )

____ SRL - (Secondary Reading League)

6-23]

96

[LLinois READING COUNCIL JOURNAL

VoL. 51, No. 4

FarL 2023









