Fox

SEPTEMBER 2020 NEWSLETTER

A NOTE FROM OUR PRESIDENTS

Welcome back to a new school year! It'll be one to go down in history, that's for sure! We here
at Fox Valley Reading Council want to help you in any way we can. Our Board for this year is as
follows: Camille and Dawn continue as Co-Presidents, Denise Mitchell is Vice-President,
Katina Kastranas is Past President, Diana Wilkie is Treasurer, Sarah Paulson is Secretary and
Social Media director, and Kristen Walsh is Membership. We are from many schools and cities
in the Fox Valley, so consider being involved and joining us! Please look at the information
below to continue your online PD or just get some relief with a little advice. Don't forget,
joining helps you with Domain 4 on your evaluation. Consider convincing a friend to join with
you this year! Our theme for this unusual year is: "Navigating Literacy in 2020."

Not surprisingly, you might notice that our events will be virtual this year. We will continue our
usual Fall event on Sept. 12 with Anderson's Book Shop and Heinemann Books Book Talk.
They will be filling us in on the latest kids' and professional books to help us navigate the
students’ social emotional needs and the online literacy we need.

Secondly, we had to cancel Maria Walther in April and she has graciously agreed to reschedule
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on Nov. 14, but we both decided it would be best to also be virtual. Many of you know Maria,
as she is from the area, but she will be helping us delve deeper into powerful reading
instruction with kids K-5 in the differentiated classroom. We all know it's going to look a little
different this year. How can we help them?

Lastly, you may have seen the Wired Webinars offered by IRC. (See attached schedule at the
bottom of this article.) These webinars feature some famous authors and are free to you as
an IRC member! FVRC would like to add an additional opportunity to discuss what you've
learned. The first one features Tim Rasinski on Sept. 2 at 7:00 PM. Tim focuses on fluency
and word study. FVRC will lead a Zoom discussion immediately after he concludes his
webinar to discuss what you learned, or to share a problem or solution with others. Be sure to
register online at www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org and tune in later for the information needed

to join us!

Even though this is a very unusual year, we all know teachers will rise to the occasion and do
their very best for kids. Thank you, heroes!
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WELLUME BACK BY DAWN LU I1Z

As this unusual school year begins, we know there may be some anxieties present in us all.
There is probably a fear of the unknown. Unfortunately we don't know what this year holds for
us and what the right thing is to do. Sadly, there is not a right answer. | wanted to share with
you some insights from my friend and therapist, Cheryl Denz MA, LCPC:

» Make those initial connections with students. Even though we want to make up time with
missed academics, connections are necessary to build relationships with kids. Take the
time to do that. Learn their interests, address them by name, let them know some
personal information about you, and do some little check-ins.

» Kids are taking their cues from you. Understand they are anxious and that's ok. Be calm
and take the time to address that we are being as safe as we can be and we will work
together to stay safe and learn. Kids want to feel as normal as possible and they are
resilient.

* Recognize that typical anxiety may show itself as the quiet kid. Others may act out.
Negative behavior is a clue that there is something else going on-a sign of distress.
Those students may need extra care and conversation.

» Parents-encourage them (or yourself if you are also a parent) to CALM DOWN. Remember,
there is not a right or wrong answer here. We are trying to balance between the safest
thing and the best education for your child and that may look different to different people.
That's ok-we choose what works best in our situation and there should be no judgment.
Do what's right for you and recognize that might be different than your neighbor.

We all hope for the best and want what's best for our kids. Thank you for keeping an open
mind.

For more information, please go to Riverview Counseling at:
www.riverviewcounselingservices.com or call their general number: 630-587-3777 ext. 102.

Also, a great article in the August 2020 NEA Today also highlights prioritizing social-
emotional learning. The Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL),
"identifies five core competencies: self-awareness, self-management, social awareness,
relationship skills, and responsible decision-making” (p. 31). Read more through
nea.org/trauma and casel.org/covid-resources.

INTERNATIONAL PROJECT BY DIANA WILKIE

| had the opportunity to travel to Dominica, a southern Caribbean island. As | traveled from the
airport in the northeast part of the land across to the village of Trafalgar in the southwest
corner, one of the first things | saw were school children walking home with their teacher. Even
on this very small island (population 73,000) each school wore distinct uniforms. | could not
wait to visit the school in the village. Beautiful teachers and children survive with the little
supplies that they have. They use old computer monitors, chalkboards and have a small library
that just fills four small shelves. Character Counts is painted on the pillars and they share
PBIS language with American schools.
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One of our goals is to support literacy around the world. It is very costly to make school
purchases on the island. Trafalgar Primary School has given us a list of specific requests and
we will send additional books. If you are able to donate any of these items or have any
questions, please contact Diana Wilkie at lllinoisFVRC@gmail.com.
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CORNELIUS MINOR BY CAMILLE LUTZ

Are you looking for a quick, but informative read on equity and access in your classroom? In
his new book “We Got This,” Cornelius Minor shares how authentically listening to kids is the
key to making powerful moves toward equity in the classroom. Chapters in his book include
the importance of truly listening to our students, how to create lessons that speak to what
students say they need, disrupting the status quo of classroom cultures, and creating a
community in the classroom (just to name a few).

For a glimpse into Minor's book, check out this link where he discusses feedback and love in
a 15 minute podcast.

If you are interested in learning more from Cornelius, one of our sister councils, Secondary
Reading League, is hosting a one day (virtual) workshop November 12, 2020. Send a note to
dayofreading@gmail.com for more information.

TECH TIDBIT: BITMOJT CLASSROOM BY SARAH
PAULSON

Looking for a way to share assignments, websites, and daily activities with your students
while teaching virtually? BitMoji Classrooms allow teachers to create virtual learning
environments. Using the Bitmoji app, you can create your very own teacher avatar. Then
through PowerPoint or Google Slides, you can build your own classroom complete with
colorful rugs, posters, whiteboards, bookshelves, and tons more. Each slide can be linked to
different subjects. For example, students may click on your bookshelf to access your virtual
library. For how-tos on building these virtual environments, check out the many free templates
and tutorials on YouTube, TeachersPayTeachers, and Facebook Groups.
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YA BOOK RECOMMENDATION: PATRON SAINTS OF
NOTHING BY DIANA WILKIE

| enjoyed every minute while reading Patron Saints of Nothing by fellow teacher and author
Randy Ribay, National Book Award Finalist. It's a powerful story about grief, guilt and risks a
teenager takes to uncover the truth about his cousin's murder. Complex relationships between
the characters and surprises along the way left me hungry for more each day. | learned much
history about the Philippines and Duterte’s Drug War that led me to want to know more. So
many topics could be in the discussion while reading with students: identity, impact of
colonialism, Catholicism, the role of politics, violence, power and control.

"Ribay seamlessly takes the cultural texture of the Philippines, the complexities between
ethnicity and nationality, political tension and the propaganda that buttresses it, and, most
importantly, teenage life, and weaves them all into a thick braid that asks one question: What
is the truth? And the necessity to know that truth—the fight it takes to find that truth—
somehow gets right to the core of who young people are. This is nothing short of a
tremendous feat and will certainly solidify Ribay as a singular voice in the world of literature
for years to come." —Jason Reynolds

www.randyribay.com
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Smore helps people create gorgeous newsletters in a snap.

Create your own for FREE!

Unsubscribe from emails by Fox Valley Reading Council.
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