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Happy Holidays  
The Chicago Area Reading Association 

Supporting literacy learning since 1957 

 Message from the President 
Greetings Everyone, 

  

To begin with, I want to wish everyone a warm and happy 

greeting during this winter season. I appreciate your hard 

work and understand how stressed and tired you might be. 

Your resilience, hard work, dedication to your teaching and 

students' learning needs to be applauded. I want to give a special thanks to those 

working on the CARA board for their services to CARA, teachers, and students. I know 

that this fall semester has not been easy, and you have done a fantastic job.  

In November, CARA hosted the dynamic Allen J. Bryson.  For those members who 

registered or would like to rehear this event titled "The Pathway to Decisions, 

Directions, and Destiny: Prize to Success," you can access it on our website and stream 

for the next few weeks. His positive energy and excellent information uplifted my 

spirit, and it seems like many members agreed. So to access the recorded event, go to 

this link, ​https://www.carareads.org​.  

  

During this pandemic, we are transitioning our format to be more active and 

supportive. Last summer, we hosted a virtual teacher sharing session that was well 

received and seemed to enable teachers to share. So on January 14, 2021 (Thursday), 

we will be hosting ​the CARA Literacy Spa​ (an unwinding form of remote learning). 

Members will be able to obtain one clock hour of PD. ​The CARA Literacy Spa​ will be an 

Ed Camp style event, with participants choosing the topics they most want to discuss. 

Please come and join us to replenish your spirit as we start this new year.  

  

We at CARA want to hear from you and would like your input as CARA transitions. We 

would like to know what type of support, events, and professional development 

would help you. Your thoughts and ideas can help the CARA executive board plan and 

produce events for the coming years. Please go to our website CARAREADS.org or click 

this link to join  ​https://www.carareads.org/​ and leave your thoughts and ideas.  

  

There are a few other items that I want you to make a note about that will appear in 

this newsletter. One of the board members, Denise Gamble, will be sharing Winter 

Literacy and Writing Tips, and a former CARA Member, the Principal from Fulton 

School will share highlights from their Family Reading Night that occurred in 

November. Mary Grace Farina has some information about "The New Teacher's Guide 
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to Overcome Challenges." Launa Mitten, a book publisher located in Florida, will tell 

us about her small business and some very unusual new books that her company 

posted. 

  

Some of our upcoming events are: 

Thursday, January 14, 2021, we will host the CARA Literacy Spa (an unwinding of 

remote learning). See further information about this later in the newsletter.  

  

Remember to save the date for the winter event, which will also be on a Saturday, 

February 6, 2021. We will host "Literacy is a Political Act" with David Stovall from 9:30 

am to 12:00 pm via Zoom.  

  

 Save the date for our big spring CARA conference:  

April 24, 2021: Chicago Area Reading Association (CARA) will host ​Strengthening the 

Core with Fluency, Vocabulary, and Language​ featuring Tim Rasinski, followed by 

breakout sessions on Vocabulary Instruction with Char Cobb, Literacy Instruction for 

English Learners with Kristin Lems, and Cognitive Demands of Reading and Writing for 

High School with Greg Jones. This event will be from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm at the Chicago 

Literacy Alliance, 641 West Lake Street, Suite 200, Chicago, Illinois.  

  

Please join us for our fabulous upcoming events, and thank you for being part of 

CARA. Thank you for being hardworking and dedicated educators during this 

unprecedented time. I look forward to seeing you virtually at our events.  

  

Happy Holiday and have a safe and restful winter break! 

 

Becky McTague 

President of CARA 
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Winter Literacy and Writing Activities for Families 

Adapted from article - Winter Vacation: 10 Reading Ideas for Families by Lydia Breiseth 

in Colorín Colorado and 26 Ways to Visit Your Favorite Chicago Places Without Leaving 

The House by Chicago Parent Staff 

Submitted by Denise Michelle Gamble – CARA Board Member 

Being together 

· Read together:​ Look for some time to read together and talk about the books 

you read. If you have extra time, read a longer chapter book or children's novel 

out loud to your child. You will enjoy being together and discovering a good 

story. 

· Tell stories:​ Use some of your holiday time together to tell stories from your 

childhood. Ask relatives and friends to share their own stories too. Storytelling 

helps children become better readers. ​Family stories​ are also an important part 

of your child's heritage. 

At the library 

· Visit the library online:​ Check out online resources at 

https://www.chipublib.org/kids-subject/kids-dbs-a-to-z/ 

The gift of reading 

· Give books:​ Give your child a book for the holidays. It doesn't have to be new — 

you can share one of ​your favorite books​ or look for a special old book from 

aused bookstore! If relatives are looking for gift ideas for your child, ask them to 

give a book this year. 

· Look for other reading and writing gifts:​ Give your child some ​comic books, 

magazines, or special note cards​ for writing letters. This is a great time to find 

something connected to your child's interests, like sports, nature, or art. 

Future Holiday travel 

· Make travel fun:​  Look for maps and tourist books about different destinations. 

These are a great way to prepare for a future trip. Check out resources from 

National Geographic ​https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/​ - . 

· Listen to audiobooks:​ Listen to  an audiobook from the library. (You can also buy 

books from ​Audible.com​ or iTunes.) Ask your child to help choose a couple of 

books. 

Writing ideas 

· Write letters and thank-you notes:​ Help your child ​write letters​ or e-mails to 

relatives and friends. Show your child how to write thank-you notes for holiday 

gifts. 
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