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The Illinois Reading Council 
invites you to join us for the 

50th Annual Conference

October 5 - 7, 2017                    Peoria, Illinois
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	 Registration - Peoria Civic Center Terrazzo Lobby					     7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

	 Saturday Breakfast - Pere Marquette Ballroom - Linda Hoyt			   7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
		  - Sponsored by	

	 Sessions/Featured Speakers/Workshops						      8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

	 Saturday Author Luncheon - Pere Marquette Ballroom - Jennifer Holm		  12:15 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

		

Saturday, October 1, 2016
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Conference Sessions
Saturday, October 1, 2016

7:00 – 8:30 8:00 – 9:00

Saturday Breakfast
326.	 7:00 – 8:30	
Igniting a Sense of Wonder with Power Writes!

Linda Hoyt
Educator/Author
Lake Oswego, Oregon

With Power Writes students write in every subject, every 
day—providing extensive writing experiences that increase 
writing volume, utilize content-specific vocabulary, and 
solidify academic understanding.  Partner write letters in 
math, create lists of animal characteristics after read aloud, 
or develop Public Service Announcements in health.  What 
an exciting way to accelerate content-area learning  When 
learners write, they wonder.  They think more deeply and 
comprehend more effectively.
	 Marquette Ballroom
Sponsored by
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IRC Service Award
will be presented to

Leslie Forsman 
Award will be presented by 

Roberta Sejnost, ILA State Coordinator

327.	 8:00 – 9:00	
It Takes A Family

Jennifer L. Holm
Author
New York, New York

We all have interesting family stories. Jennifer will discuss 
how curiosity over her family’s varied history inspired her 
three Newbery Honor-winning books — Our Only May 
Amelia, Penny From Heaven, and Turtle in Paradise. She 
will also talk about how a family member—her son—inspired 
her new historical fiction novel, Full of Beans.
	 PCC 401-402	 (All)

328.	 8:00 – 9:00
Inquiring Minds:  Using Inquiry Circles with 
Intermediate Grade Students

Ivy Sitkoski, Kathy McIlhany
Grass Lake Elementary School, Antioch

Using Inquiry Circles (Harvey and Daniels, 2015), students 
pursue answers to their own questions about a topic, with teacher 
guidance.   Third and fifth graders dig deeply into science topics, 
simultaneously developing language and literacy capabilities.

PCC 405	 (K-6)

329.	 8:00 – 9:00
Empowering Student Ownership in the Primary 
Classroom through Literature Circles

Karen Hess
Valley View District, Romeoville

Want to be a distinguished educator?  Want your students to 
guide their learning?  Learn the structures, instructional routines, 
and assessments that can help you and your primary students 
achieve these goals through literature circles.  Leave with ideas 
to implement tomorrow!

PCC 406	 (K-3, ELL, Spec)

  Admin = Administrators     ELL = English Language Learners     Lib = Librarians     Spec = Special Needs Students     Univ = Professors/Instructors 

HUNGRY?
The Peoria Civic Center 

COFFEE CART
will be open from 

7:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
on the 4th Floor near Ballroom 400.  

Coffee, muffins, fruit, bottled water and other 
goodies will be available for purchase.
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330.	 8:00 – 9:00
Whole Language in the PreK-12 Classroom:  What 
it Is, Why it Matters, How to Make it Happen

Sherry Sanden, Deborah MacPhee
Illinois State University, Normal

Cassandra Mattoon
Metcalf Laboratory School, Normal

Tonya Barra
Pekin Community High School, Pekin

Morgan Belcher
Starke Elementary School, Peking

University researchers will join classroom teachers to present 
a theoretical foundation for whole language instruction, 
including its basis in scientific knowledge about language.  This 
will be accompanied by practical strategies and activities for 
implementing whole language principles in PreK-Grade 12 
classrooms.

PCC 403	 (PreK-12)

331.	 8:00 – 9:00
How Do Fine Motor Skills Especially Pencil Grasp 
Affect Literacy?

Carol Armann
Marietta Memorial Hospital, Marietta, OH

This presentation will explore the research related to fine motor 
development especially pencil grasp and its impact on math and 
reading achievement in elementary school.  This session will 
include hands-on activities to enhance pencil grasp development.

PCC 134	 (PreK-3, Spec)

332.	 8:00 – 9:00
Multi-Sensory Techniques for Phonics Instruction

Carol Mayer
SD 138, Steeleville

This session will demonstrate techniques that are used within 
the Orton-Gillingham model of instruction for dyslexia.  Rather 
than diagnose or define dyslexia, participants will learn methods 
for introduction of concepts, drills and spelling instruction for 
all students.

PCC 200	 (K-3)

333.	 8:00 – 9:00
Reading Your Way Through Math

Cathleen D’Alessandro, Noelle Hoffmeister
Harvest Christian Academy, Elgin

We will look at research that supports using and explore ways to 
incorporate literature into our math lessons.  We will talk about 
different times and different ways to pull the literature pieces in 
so that our math learning time will be enriched.  You will be given 
practical ideas and suggestions and a list of specific literature to 
use at a variety of grade levels 3-6.

PCC 135	 (3-6)

334.	 8:00 – 9:00
Next Steps for Struggling Readers:  Helping 
Classroom, Intervention, ELL, and Special 
Education Teachers Plan Powerful Guided Reading 
and Writing Lessons

Julie Allsworth
Literacy Footprints/Pioneer Valley Books, 
Palm Harbor, FL

We will look at how to use assessment data to plan and implement 
powerful, effective guided reading and writing lessons, plan next 
steps, and monitor students making slow progress in literacy.  
Educators will leave with a takeaway guided reading lesson.

PCC 407                           (PreK-6, ELL, Spec, Admin)

335.	 8:00 – 9:00
Streamlined, Multisensory Decoding Instruction 
with Just 2 Key Activities

Marnie Ginsberg
Reading Simplified, Verona, WI

Through videos and hands-on opportunities, participants will 
discover efficient, effective alternatives to isolated reading sub-
skill lessons in 2 quick, multisensory activities.  By simultaneously 
integrating letter-sound, phonemic awareness, decoding, and 
encoding instruction, children latch onto how our code works 
more rapidly.

PCC 136	 (PreK-6, ELL, Spec, Univ, 
Admin)

336.	 8:00 – 9:00
Genius Hour and Read-Alouds:  Unlock the 
Opportunities for Passionate Research

Jennifer Katrein
CUSD 303, St. Charles

Learn how Genius Hour, time devoted to passion projects, can 
unlock opportunities for your students to love their research.  We 
will also explore the use of read-alouds to introduce Genius Hour 
to your class.

PCC 202	 (4-9, ELL, Spec, Lib)

337.	 8:00 – 9:00
Co-Teaching Approaches and Strategies Used in a 
Middle School ELA Classroom

Detra Jernigan, Twylia Bennett
Prairie Hills SD #144, Markham

One of the service delivery models for SPED students is co-
teaching.  Co-teaching approaches used in a middle school ELA 
classroom will be presented.  Also strategies and activities used 
to ensure success for all students.

PCC 203	 (6-9, Spec)

          Admin = Administrators     ELL = English Language Learners     Lib = Librarians     Spec = Special Needs Students     Univ = Professors/Instructors 
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338.	 8:00 – 9:00
What Do Oompa-Loompas and Pirates Have in 
Common?

Sarah Hartman, Jessica Lackey
Bradley West Elementary, Bradley

This presentation will demonstrate ideas on how to host an after 
school activity for students that is engaging, full of learning, 
and FUN! You will see how our school hosted a Swashbuckling 
Library Mystery event as well as a fun Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory STEM event!

PCC 209	 (K-6, Lib)

339.	 8:00 – 9:00
The Science All Around You:  The Way a Nonfiction 
Author Sees the World

Jennifer Swanson
Johns Hopkins University, Center for 
Talented Youth Programs, Baltimore, MD

In this interactive program, attendees will peek inside the mind 
of a science author.  Using vivid images and examples from trade 
science books, presenter will demonstrate how science and writing 
intersect to create nonfiction that is informative and leap-off-the-
page exciting!

PCC 210	 (4-6)

340.	 8:00 – 9:00
Using Cartoons in the Classroom to Explore and 
Expand Concepts in Literature and Writing

Michael Bleyle
Je-Neir Elementary, Momence

In this session, you learn to use cartoons to engage and excite 
students while teaching both ELA and Writing concepts.  We will 
cover many topics including: inferring, summarizing, character 
development, compare/contrast, theme, and other literary 
elements.

PCC 211	 (PreK-9, Spec)

341.	 8:00 – 9:00
Transcending Literacy Into the 21st Century with 
Ease

Kelli Westmoreland
Booksource, St. Louis, MO

Participants will leave this session with practical, creative and 
collaborative ideas for seamlessly choosing appropriate books 
and integrating texts.  We will share ideas for engaging students 
in critiquing and evaluating diverse media including digital text, 
audio and video to evaluate claims, critique authors’ approaches 
and compare texts.  This session is perfect for those using the 
reading and writing workshop.

PCC 213	 (K-6)
Sponsored by

342.	 8:00 – 9:00
Let’s Have a Tea Party!  Building Students’ 
Motivation, Vocabulary, Reading Comprehension 
and Critical Thinking

Jennifer Gardner
Illinois College, Jacksonville

Come learn a pre-reading strategy using discussion and 
collaborative writing to front load academic vocabulary, build 
student motivation to engage, and develop critical thinking skills 
as students learn to make meaningful predictions based on text.  
Appropriate for all content areas.

PCC 212	 (4-12, ELL)

343.	 8:00 – 9:00
TECH Me Out:  Online Literacy Resources for 
Primary Students

Natalie Young
Northern Illinois University, DeKalb

Searching for engaging online literacy resources for Primary 
students that also align to Common Core Standards?  Then this is 
the workshop for you!  Join me as I share online literacy websites 
that will engage your students and please your principal.

PCC 218	 (K-3, Univ)

344.	 8:00 – 9:00
Figurative Language:  Where to Find it, How to 
Teach it

Kristin Lems
National Louis University, Skokie

Maria Marquez
Roy DeShane School, Carol Stream

“Understanding figurative language” is in two CCSS anchor 
standards Grades 5-12.   FL can be introduced, even at 
kindergarten level, benefitting all students and ELLs in particular, 
in reading comprehension and developing voice.  Presenters share 
4 preconditions needed to understand and use figurative language, 
and model lesson plans.

Marquette Peoria	 (K-9, ELL)

345.	 8:00 – 9:00
Fostering Student Literacy through Tabletop 
Gaming:  Using Research Findings to Design 
Instruction

Michael Cook
Auburn University, Auburn, AL

Matthew Gremo, Ryan Morgan
Millikin University, Decatur

Using findings from a recent research study, presenters will guide 
participants through data-driven integration of a tabletop gaming 
campaign in ELA classrooms to foster student engagement in 
reading, writing, and critical thinking.

Marquette LaSalle	 (6-12)

  Admin = Administrators     ELL = English Language Learners     Lib = Librarians     Spec = Special Needs Students     Univ = Professors/Instructors 



84 2016 IRC Conference

S
A
T
U
R
D
A
Y

346.	 8:00 – 9:00
Using Thinking Routines To Develop A Strong 
Literacy Culture In Your Classroom

Kathleen Kuziel
SD 205, Elmhurst

Make thinking visible!  Learn how to incorporate a set of Thinking 
Routines in your classroom to develop deeper thinking in ALL 
your students.  Activities are hands on and you will learn how to 
use them in digital learning as well.

Marquette Cotillion	 (K-12, ELL, Spec, Adults, 
		  Univ, Admin)

347.	 8:00 – 9:00
Reaching More Students:  Connecting Art Responses 
with Informational Texts

Darryn Diuguid, Jacqueline Goebel
McKendree University, Lebanon

Teachers are continuously pressed for time to meet the needs of 
diverse learning styles in their classrooms.  This presentation 
will present unique art responses connected to K-5 informational 
texts that teachers can immediately take back to their classrooms.  
Materials will be provided, and the presentation will be hands-on.

PCC 222	 (K-6)

348.	 8:00 – 9:00
The Use of WebQuests to Support Reading Skills

Christina Lyons, Anna Jackson
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale

SIU student teachers and graduates were surveyed about their use 
of WebQuests and report about impact on student motivation and 
reading skills, as well as their own learning about technological 
literacies to meet the diverse needs of their students.

PCC 221	 (6-12, Univ)

349.	 8:00 – 9:00
Quick Write Give Us a Chance:  We Other Literacy 
Modalities Need to be Applied Too!

Msengi Shadrack
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville

This study examines how to develop academic writers and 
simultaneously integrate other literacy modalities including 
speaking, listening, reading, viewing, and visually representing 
when composing during the quick-write process.  The findings are 
analyzed, discussed and concluded with implication for writing 
instructions.

Marquette Illinois	 (K-12, Univ)

          Admin = Administrators     ELL = English Language Learners     Lib = Librarians     Spec = Special Needs Students     Univ = Professors/Instructors 
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353.	 9:30 – 10:30	 (Repeat of 175)
Conferring Matters:  How Conferring Gives 
Students What They Need and Teachers What 
They Want

Amy Rasmussen
Educator
Lewisville, Texas

No matter the teaching style, be it an English class where the 
teacher makes the choices about books and writing topics, or 
a workshop inspired classroom where students choose what 
they read and write when conferring becomes a part of our 
instructional design, students and teachers benefit. Students 
proactively engage in learning, which results in more growth, 
independence, and mastery of content and concepts; in other 
words, all students advance in skills, which is what teachers 
want. In this session, we explore ways conferring matters 
as we meet the social and academic needs of all students in 
formal and informal conferences, and we confront the major 
obstacles that get in our way: crowded classrooms and a lack 
of time. Come, join the conversation.
	 PCC 404	 (6-12)

9:30 – 10:30
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350.	 9:30 – 10:30	
Get Psyched to Teach Writing

Tracy Tarasiuk
Educator
Palatine, Illinois

Writing shouldn’t be as tedious and lonely as we sometimes 
make it.  Students can learn more about their own writing 
processes when they work along with others.  Through 
collaboration, feedback, and discussion of what real writers 
do we can get our students writing more and better, and 
begging us for more!  Learn how in this session.
	 PCC 403	 (4-12)

351.	 9:30 – 10:30
Leveling the Playing Field

Cindy Gerwin
Judson University, Elgin

Explore text-leveling systems, their impact on reading 
achievement, and on shaping a reader’s identity and self-efficacy.  
Implications for classroom practice include:  the original purpose 
of text leveling systems; the debate over utilizing instructional 
versus challenging level (or complex) texts; leveled text within 
balanced literacy instruction; from leveled text to leveled students, 
identity and self-efficacy concerns; and hierarchical structures 
within a classroom community.

PCC 406	 (All)

352.	 9:30 – 10:30
How to Apply a Mathematical Lens Using Graphic 
Organizers

Jennifer Melberg
Educational Consultant, Round Lake Heights

Discipline appropriate literacy practices seem to take a backseat 
in many math curriculums.  There is much talk about real world 
usage, but little evidence that students are seeing the connection.  
In this presentation, using a Ratios and Proportions unit as a 
mentor text, teachers will see how students might use graphic 
organizers to better understand the processes and meaning of the 
algorithms they are expected to use.

PCC 135	 (K-12, ELL)

354.	 9:30 – 10:30
An Inclusive Literature Workshop:  The Books and 
Conversations that Illuminate Our Lives Within 
and Beyond the Classroom

Sarah Donovan
CCSD 15, Palatine

Without access to ways of being in the world that stretch our 
experiences, we cannot nurture compassion for differences. This 
session shares a yearlong study of 7th graders reading books 
representing diversity in culture, gender, sexual orientation, 
ability, class, and language.

PCC 408	 (6-9)

355.	 9:30 – 10:30
The Implications of Action Research for Literacy 
Instruction

Kathi Lippert, Cassie Bailey
Olivet Nazarene University, Bourbonnais

Do you want to be a change agent in Education?  Learn how 
action research studies inform and inspire educators to implement 
best practices in literacy to be catalysts for needed change.  
Presentation Components: Benefits that Impact Literacy Practice; 
Pragmatic Examples

PCC 134	 (PreK-12, ELL, Spec)

  Admin = Administrators     ELL = English Language Learners     Lib = Librarians     Spec = Special Needs Students     Univ = Professors/Instructors 
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360.	 9:30 – 10:30
Using Reading Strategies to Unlock the Content 
Areas

April Flood
Eastern Illinois University, Charleston

Research-based reading strategies that assist teachers in meeting 
the CCSS in the content areas will be shared.  Trade books will 
be used to demonstrate select strategies.

PCC 202	 (6-9)

361.	 9:30 – 10:30
IWitness:  Teaching Difficult Histories Using 
Testimonies

Brandon Barr
Chicago Public Schools, Chicago

Teachers will be introduced to IWitness and learn how to navigate 
and use the site with students.  Four quick ways for using 
testimony will be explored with special attention placed on ways 
to incorporate accountable talk and collaborative conversations 
while watching survivor testimonies.

PCC 209	 (6-12, Univ, Admin, Lib)

362.	 9:30 – 10:30
You Get a Book – Think Oprah for Books

Natalie Lanser, Stefanie Pitzer
Dunlap Grade School, Dunlap

We will begin with an overview of the way independent reading 
is developed in our own classrooms, inspired by the research 
of Donalyn Miller and Regie Routman.  We will share many 
engaging titles, both current and classic, to reach all readers 
through discussion of case studies brought by attending teachers.

PCC 210	 (K-6, Admin, Lib)

363.	 9:30 – 10:30
Technology Connects Student Researchers to 
Authentic Audiences

Tim Kramer
Barrington Middle School, Barrington

Presenting a Personal Learning Research Project that includes 
choice, creativity and authentic feedback from Illinois students 
and beyond.  Learn how the SAMR model helped grow a project 
that fosters a growth mindset by having students receive feedback 
from multiple perspectives.

PCC 211	 (4-12, Admin)

364.	 9:30 – 10:30
Graphic Novels:  Not Just a Comic Book!

Dawn Paulson, Debbie Harrison
Eastern Illinois University, Charleston

In this session, strategies will be provided for assisting classroom 
teachers in using graphic novels across content areas.  Graphic 
novels have unique text features and are one more resource to 
help differentiate instruction, particularly with struggling readers 
and ESL learners.

PCC 212	 (All)

356.	 9:30 – 10:30
Improving  Sentence  Structure  through 
Contextualized Writing Instruction:  A Student-
Centered Approach

Alma Martinez
Chicago Public Schools, Chicago

Participants will learn an empirical based research approach that 
minimizes isolated grammar instruction of sentence structure 
while guiding students to self-assess their own writing and 
teaching them effective student-centered revision skills for greater 
sentence variety.

PCC 136	 (6-12)

357.	 9:30 – 10:30
Cultivating and Growing Readers in a Multiage 
Setting

Amy Stevens, Mindy Matthews
Farmington Central Elementary, Farmington

Differentiation and using data to drive instruction can be daunting 
for many educators.  The presenters have taken a fresh approach 
to literacy instruction by creating a 4/5 classroom in order to 
cultivate and enhance student achievement.

PCC 200	 (K-6, Spec, Admin)

358.	 9:30 – 10:30
A Tale of Two Co-Teachers

Linda Lee, LeeAnne Brandt
SD 111, Kankakee

This presentation focuses on the strategies co-teachers use to 
engage and motivate students.  Participants will learn how two 
teachers manage a classroom as well as differentiate instruction 
to meet the educational, social, and emotional needs of students 
and each other.

PCC 201	 (K-12, Spec, Admin)

359.	 9:30 – 10:30
Using Assessment Data as a Tool for Partnership:  
Increasing Parental Competence, Decreasing 
Parental Confusion

Rachel Pratt
CUSD #1, Erie

Home-school partnerships are vital for growth in struggling 
readers.  The assessment reports schools send home are confusing 
for parents to interpret.  This session will focus on meaningful 
ways to communicate data with families to empower them in 
helping their child.

PCC 203	 (PreK-6, ELL, Spec)

          Admin = Administrators     ELL = English Language Learners     Lib = Librarians     Spec = Special Needs Students     Univ = Professors/Instructors 

WRITING



872016 IRC Conference

S
A
T
U
R
D
A
Y

365.	 9:30 – 10:30
Unlock Student Learning with a Literacy-Based 
Instructional Framework

Terry McHugh
Waukegan Public Schools, Waukegan

Explore a framework of effective instruction that balances the need 
for deepening discipline-specific knowledge with literacy skill 
development.  This session explores the attributes of literacy-based 
lessons and examines multiple instructional design considerations 
(i.e., text selection, strategy selection).  The literacy-based 
instructional framework can be an effective planning approach to 
enhance student engagement and unlock student learning.

PCC 213	 (6-12, ELL Spec, Univ, 
		  Admin)

366.	 9:30 – 10:30
Reading with SHARKS:  Using Self-Selection 
Strategies to Engage Readers

Jason Biggs
Southbury Elementary School, Oswego

Many teachers are currently implementing independent reading 
in their classrooms.  In this session, educators will learn strategies 
to help students successfully select independent reading books.  
Included, there will be ideas for book recommendations to use 
with students.

PCC 218	 (4-9, Admin, Lib)

367.	 9:30 – 10:30
Vocabulary Instruction that Excites, Engages, and 
Empowers Students

Melissa Pletkovich
SD #150, Peoria

Excite students during daily vocabulary instruction!  With a 
variety of activities that fit into any curriculum and content area, 
gain ideas that motivate and encourage.  Trade books, periodicals, 
internet resources, games,  will be demonstrated.  Word walls and 
close readings included.

PCC 220	 (K-12, ELL, Spec, Lib)

368.	 9:30 – 10:30
You Don’t Need Ponies or Pudding:  Writing to 
Enhance Students’ Reading

Michelle Mohr
CUSD #138, Steeleville

Statistics show that students’ reading/writing skills aren’t keeping 
pace with the growing demands of colleges/employers.  This 
presentation will address a range of instructional practices that 
have positive effects on reading outcomes, including three core 
writing recommendations to enhance students’ writing.

PCC 221	 (K-12)

369.	 9:30 – 10:30
Seven Strategies to Success – Standardwise

Boomer Crotty
Joliet Junior College, Joliet

Presenting series of hands-on KATV (Kinesthetic/Auditory/
Tactile/Visual) ice-breaking activities to be used with groups, 
partners, and/or individuals.  They can be incorporated into all 
subjects, meet many standards, and can be accomplished in a 
fraction of class time.

PCC 222	 (K-12, ELL, Spec, Adults, 
		  Univ)

370.	 9:30 – 10:30
For the Love of Reading!

Amanda Hilt, Shae Gugle
Unity Point School, Carbondale

Do you have middle school students that loathe reading?  Come 
find innovative ways to engage and foster the love of reading in 
all middle school students.  Topics will include book selection, 
assessment, and the use of food and technology.

Marquette Cotillion	 (4-9)

371.	 9:30 – 10:30
Visual Analysis of Superheroes for Social Justice:  
Critically Analyzing Society, Stereotypes, and Self

Michael Cook
Auburn University, Auburn, AL

Ryle Frey
Millikin University, Decatur

Through visually analyzing comic superheroes, ELA students 
conduct meaningful analyses of stereotypes and society.  Using 
traditional and contemporary comics, students engage with 
relevant issues of social justice, analyze stereotypes, and push 
toward a more socially-just society.

Marquette LaSalle	 (6-12)

372.	 9:30 – 10:30
Data, Data Everywhere!  Let’s Bring it All Together 
for Easy Access

Ann Marie Bauer Ross, Tricia Franke
CUSD #11, Alton

This presentation gives an overview how using spreadsheets 
provides limitless opportunities to help teachers collect, sort and 
organize classroom data for the school year.  As Title I teachers, we 
use Google/Excel spreadsheet to drive our targeted intervention 
groups.

Marquette Bradley	 (All)

  Admin = Administrators     ELL = English Language Learners     Lib = Librarians     Spec = Special Needs Students     Univ = Professors/Instructors 
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375.	 11:00 – 12:00	
Wild About Words:  Elevating Language and 
Vocabulary

Linda Hoyt
Educator/Author
Lake Oswego, Oregon

The relationship between vocabulary, comprehension 
and writing quality is unparalleled in importance.   This 
session will provide a wide array of vocabulary enhancing 
experiences and strategies that you can apply across the 
curriculum.  Buckle up for a session that is loaded with 
hands-on, ready-to-use strategies that will expand linguistic 
competence and improve writing.
	 PCC 401-402	 (K-8)
Sponsored by

373.	 9:30 – 10:30
Spoken Word Poetry in the High School Classroom:  
A Tool for Skill Development and Engagement

Ben Thomas
SD 155, Crystal Lake

The popularity of spoken word poetry published on various social 
media outlets has popularized this form of text.  Spoken word 
poetry can be powerful, relevant, and highly capable of engaging a 
high school audience and facilitating students’ skill development.

Marquette Peoria	 (9-12)

374.	 9:30 – 10:30
Student Self-Awareness-Learning through Life, 
Literature, Language Arts, and Visual Arts

Carol Hanzlik-Chasnoff
Educational Consultant, Evanston

Self-awareness develops throughout the life cycle, often in 
response to a variety of experiences.  Our students experience 
new environments, schools, neighborhoods, family configurations, 
joy and sadness.  Reading books with characters engaged 
in self-aware activities provides excellent “third person” 
discussion.  Motivation, goal setting, planning, perseverance, and 
accomplishments are addressed.  Explore and respond to books 
by Reynolds, Polacco, Pinkwater, Alexie, Andrews-Goebel/Diaz, 
Briggs-Martin and others.

Marquette Illinois	 (All)

376.	 11:00 – 12:00
The Print and Online Newspaper:  Your Venue for 
Involved and Excited Learning for Your Students

Michael Matos
Albany Park Community Center, Chicago

Research has shown that authentic teaching materials are an 
effective way to engage the attention and inspire learning in 
readers of all ages.  The newspaper is a medium that is designed 
to present a group of articles to grab the attention of readers, fuel 
their desire to read the article, and often to want to read more 
and to learn more about what they have read.  In this hands-on 
workshop, you will discover how you can use the newspaper 
(print and online) to provide exciting instruction to your literacy 
and ESOL students easily and effectively.

PCC 135	 (3-12, ELL)
Sponsored by 

377.	 11:00 – 12:00
Building a Mentor Text Support System

Neal Hancock
SD 303, St. Charles

Learn how to bridge the gap between teaching literacy and 
emotional health.  You’ll leave this session with a list of strategies, 
mentor texts, and collaborative resources to engage students in 
discussions about identifying and regulating emotions.

PCC 210	 (All)

          Admin = Administrators     ELL = English Language Learners     Lib = Librarians     Spec = Special Needs Students     Univ = Professors/Instructors 



892016 IRC Conference

S
A
T
U
R
D
A
Y

378.	 11:00 – 12:00
Roadblocks to Success:  Impacts of Deficit Thinking 
on Literacy Achievement

Andrea Pavlik
Frances Willard School, Rock Island

Sarah Urbanc
Wilder Waite School, Dunlap

Learn about deficit mindset and how it affects literacy achievement.  
Attendees will be given practical tools to unveil deficit thinking, 
as well as strategies for overcoming.  Research will be provided 
to support you on your journey to empowerment!

PCC 404	 (K-6, ELL, Spec, Admin)

379.	 11:00 – 12:00
Integrating Developmental Word Study into Guided 
Reading:  Various Word Study Activities Used 
Across Gradients of Levels in Guided Reading 
Lessons

Julie Allsworth
Literacy Footprints/Pioneer Valley Books, 
Palm Harbor, FL

We will look at the gradients of reading levels and demonstrate 
the word solving strategies students need across those levels to 
be proficient readers and writers.  We will then demonstrate these 
word study activities for the various levels of reading.

PCC 405	 (PreK-6, ELL, Spec)

380.	 11:00 – 12:00
Words Matter:  Teaching Academic Vocabulary

Kimberly Hollis
Geneva Middle School South, Geneva

Brenda Engelhardt, Ashley Falkos
Geneva Middle School North, Geneva

What is effective vocabulary instruction in a time of common 
core standards?  Find the answer, understand the tiers, walk away 
with ready to use classroom activities, and engage in discussion 
with other educators.

PCC 408	 (4-12, ELL)

381.	 11:00 – 12:00
Unlocking the Secret Identities:  Speed Dating 
Historical Figures

Patty Rieman
Carthage College, Kenosha, WI

Participants will experience two speed-dating activities:  
discussing their favorite books, and role-playing as they search 
for their compatible historical figure partners.  Participants will 
summarize, prioritize information, and respond to text.  To role-
play, participants will synthesize facts while deepening their 
knowledge.

PCC 134	 (4-9)

382.	 11:00 – 12:00
C.R.A.F.T  Writing:  How to Construct Writing 
Prompts that Students will be Excited About!

Kimberly Powell, Lauren Johnson
Sherrard CUSD 200, Viola

Teachers will design writing prompts that meet the CCSS 
expectations for primary students.  Students can then use 
vocabulary taken from the prompts in their writing.  Participants 
will leave with a set of classroom-ready prompts.

PCC 136	 (K-6, Spec)

383.	 11:00 – 12:00
Design Thinking & Literacy Instruction

Tarah Tesmer, Dana Murphy, Kelly Neylon
SD 68, Woodridge

Teachers can be instructional designers in the pursuit to foster 
future-ready learners.  Presenters will share their story of 
integrating the design thinking process within literacy instruction 
and showcase multiple paths for documenting student growth 
utilizing technology and many post-it notes.

PCC 202	 (K-12)

384.	 11:00 – 12:00
No More Dancing Around Dyslexia!

Casey Logan, Lindy Schenk
Astoria Elementary School, Astoria

MRI’s prove that multi-sensory phonics programs rewire pathways 
connecting language areas of the brain.  Two teachers with limited 
resources share what they learned as scholars at the Dyslexia 
Center of Springfield and the spelling/phonics curriculum they 
implemented to remediate dyslexia.

PCC 203                           (PreK-6, ELL, Spec, Admin)

385.	 11:00 – 12:00
Many, Many Mentor Texts!

Vicki Kay, Michelle Russis
Spencer Loomis School, Hawthorn Woods

Come hear about numerous titles you can use for mentor texts!  
These book titles will provide engaging model texts that teachers 
can use for literacy instruction, including reading and writing 
lessons in fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.

PCC 209	 (K-6, ELL)

386.	 11:00 – 12:00
Talking Books with Mr. Kramer

Tim Kramer
Barrington Middle School, Barrington

Through sharing titles from my blog, guests will hear some of the 
best middle grade and YA titles that are sure to spread the love of 
reading throughout your school.  You will learn how to cultivate 
a culture of literacy.

PCC 211	 (4-12, Lib)

  Admin = Administrators     ELL = English Language Learners     Lib = Librarians     Spec = Special Needs Students     Univ = Professors/Instructors 
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387.	 11:00 – 12:00
Unlocking Background Knowledge to Succeed in 
Reading

Denise Reid
Eastern Illinois University, Charleston

Pre-assessment strategies for gauging students’ background 
knowledge will be presented.  Analyzing the pre-assessment 
data for planning effective instruction will be demonstrated.  
Instructional strategies that build upon students’ background 
knowledge for approaching informational texts will be shared.

PCC 212	 (K-6)

388.	 11:00 – 12:00
Tips and Tricks with ReadWriteThink.org

Lisa Fink
National Council of Teachers of English, 
Urbana

Learn a few simple, yet powerful, tips and tricks for integrating 
ReadWriteThink.org resources into all content areas, and discover 
some hidden gems.

PCC 213                          (K-12, ELL, Spec, Univ, Lib)

389.	 11:00 – 12:00
Poetry Connections with Children’s Books:  
Electronic Links, Author and Reader Perspectives, 
Performance Partners and Learning Outcomes

Frances Steward, Trisha Cramer, Allison Blust, Rachel 
Helling, Karisa Wilson, Jordan Davis, Morgan Wulff

Western Illinois University, Macomb
The presentation will demonstrate with children’s books (poetry) 
the creative design models and student training including 
technology that matches Core Curriculum State Standards and 
teacher performance evaluation.  Interactive  participation, visual 
handouts, children’s books, and references will be provided.

PCC 220	 (K-6)

390.	 11:00 – 12:00
Making Goals and Beyond!  Student Goal Setting 
and Data Tracking

Samantha O’Hara
Brook Park Elementary, LaGrange Park

Tracy Brogran
Passow Elementary, Franklin Park

This workshop will encourage you to foster student ownership 
of their learning from taking the test, to setting goals, to creating 
a learning path, and communicating with their parents.  Teachers 
will identify the best practices, research, and Danielson Model 
applications, that support student goal setting.  Teachers will 
explore templates for students to use to track their data.  Students 
will use this information to set personal learning goals, and write 
their own progress reports.  Ideas for how to conference with 
students about their data, and goals will be shared.

Marquette Peoria	 (K-6, Admin)

391.	 11:00 – 12:00
Google “Hacking” Using Apps and Extensions to 
Differentiate for All Learners

Alice Frankowski
Harlem 122, Loves Park

By manipulating apps available in the Chrome Store teachers 
can accommodate reading and writing activities for ELL, special 
education, and struggling learners.  By looking at apps through a unique 
perspective students can gain a variety of tools to guarantee success.

PCC 221	 (K-9, ELL, Spec)

392.	 11:00 – 12:00
ABC to Literacy and a Love of Learning

Boomer Crotty
Joliet Junior College, Joliet

Using thirty-six ABC books to charm the intellect and create in 
a child a desire to learn more, this presentation introduces a new 
ABC book for each week covering various topics with follow 
up activities.

PCC 222	 (K-9, ELL)

393.	 11:00 – 12:00
Is the Medium the Message?  Reading Comprehension 
and Technology

Janis Michael
Avoca West School, Glenview

Research shows that we interact differently with each other and 
with information depending on the media we use.  What works 
best for different purposes?  How can reading instruction teach 
students to use different technologies to maximize comprehension 
and learning?

Marquette Cotillion	 (4-6)

394.	 11:00 – 12:00
See How the Illinois Reading Council Supports 
Literacy in Morant Bay, Jamaica

Darryn Diuguid
McKendree University, Lebanon

The Illinois Reading Council and an elementary school in 
Morant Bay, Jamaica promoted the farm to table concept by 
using informational literacy.  A university professor, twenty 
university students, teacher partners in Jamaica and Virginia, and 
fourteen Jamaican elementary students came together to promote 
small businesses and healthy eating.  This poster will display 
photographs of students in action during this unique grant.

Marquette Bradley	 (All)

395.	 11:00 – 12:00
IRC Grants:  The Key to Granting Your Dreams 
for Students

Tambree Krouse
Edwards CSD 1, Albion

When you find yourself with a new idea to help your students, but 
funding is standing in the way ... think of IRC!  Four successful IRC 
literacy grant projects will be shared, involving pre-k through teens.

Marquette Illinois	 (All)

          Admin = Administrators     ELL = English Language Learners     Lib = Librarians     Spec = Special Needs Students     Univ = Professors/Instructors 
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Static Sticker Decal Contest Winner
Kaya Coleman

Jonesboro Elementary School, Jonesboro, Illinois
Presented at the Saturday Luncheon by Kathleen Sweeney

ICARE Static Sticker Decal Contest Chair

12:15 – 2:00

THANK YOU FOR 
ATTENDING THE 2016 

IRC CONFERENCE!  

Don’t forget to deposit your PD 
Clock Hour Evaluation Form in 

the Evaluation Box at the 
IRC Registration Desk.  

On Saturday, the Evaluation 
Box will be located from 11:00 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. outside the 

Pere Marquette Ballroom.

Saturday Luncheon
396.	 12:15 – 2:00	
Get Graphic!

Jennifer L.Holm
Author
New York, New York

From pre-schoolers to middle-schoolers, graphic novels are a 
unique and engaging format that encourage literacy. Jennifer 
will discuss her creative partnership with her brother, Matt, 
and how they came to create their critically-acclaimed graphic 
novel series Babymouse, their semi-autobiographic graphic 
novel, Sunny Side Up, and their new board book series for 
emerging readers—My First Comics.
	 Marquette Ballroom	

  Admin = Administrators     ELL = English Language Learners     Lib = Librarians     Spec = Special Needs Students     Univ = Professors/Instructors 
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

CLOCK HOURS and COLLEGE CREDIT 
at the IRC Conference

The Illinois Reading Council is an approved Illinois State Board of Education Professional 
Development provider.  While attending the conference, you may earn one CLOCK HOUR per 
hour of attendance and participation.    Sessions attended must be logged, and an ISBE evaluation 
form must be completed and deposited in the IRC evaluation box at the end of the conference.  
The Evaluation and Evidence of Completion Forms must also be completed for your records.  
Please review your personal License Renewal Plan to determine which sessions fit.  Be sure that 
your goals are broad enough to include a variety of literacy topics.  The Illinois Reading Council 
is merely the provider.  The responsibility for determining which sessions agree with your plan 
and are granted credits by your school district is yours.  

One semester hour of university credit will be available for attending the conference.  For more 
information,  download the College Credit Registration form available on the IRC Website. 
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Shuttle Bus
Some of the East Peoria Hotels will provide guests with complimentary shuttle service to and from the Peoria Civic 
Center.  Shuttle arrangements can be made directly with the front desk at each hotel.  

The Peoria Area Convention and Visitors Bureau (PACVB) will also be 
running the ENJOY PEORIA SHUTTLE BUS on
 
•	 Wednesday:   10:00–11:00 p.m. 

•	 Thursday:       6:30–8:30 a.m.  
                       6:30–8:30 p.m.  
                       10:00–11:00 p.m.

The ENJOY PEORIA SHUTTLE BUS will run in a loop from the Shuttle Bus Pick Up at the corner of Fulton Street 
and NE Madison Street to the IRC Conference Hotels in East Peoria.  The Shuttle can also drop you at your car in the 
PCC Fulton or Marquee Parking Lots following the Wednesday evening Book Gossip and the Thursday evening Hear 
the Authors Read event.  THE LAST SHUTTLE LEAVES THE CIVIC CENTER AT 11:00 P.M.    

Parking
The Peoria Civic Center has over 700 FREE parking spaces in the Marquee and Fulton Parking Lots.  

Shuttle Bus Drop-off and Pick-up

•	 Friday:   6:30–8:30 a.m.  
               4:00–6:00 p.m.
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Peoria Marriott 
Pere Marquette Hotel

Second Floor
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Peoria Civic Center

SKYWALK to 
Pere Marquette

Fastest way to 
Pere Marquette is 
along Madison 
Street to side 

entrance!
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First Floor 
(Meeting rooms are located across from Exhibit Hall A & B in the Skylight Lobby.)

 
Conference Registration is outside Exhibit Hall C in the Terrazzo Lobby. 

Second Floor 
(Meeting rooms are located above 

Exhibit Hall A & B and can be accessed 
by the stairs and elevator in the 

Skylight Lobby.)

Peoria Civic Center

Fourth Floor
(Meeting rooms are located 
above Exhibit Hall D on Map 
and can be accessed by the 

escalators or GLASS elevators 
from the Great Hall lobby.  

Please note that the 
GLASS elevators are 

past the escalators.)

Access to Meeting Rooms PCC 405-406, 407, 
and 408 is through PCC Ballroom 400.

No Entry 
Beyond 

This Point



February 8, 2017 ~ Kylene Beers & Bob Probst
Critical Practices for Improving Reading

Join us in this webinar as we share 
our thoughts about helping all 
students, especially those who 
struggle, improve their reading 
abilities. We’ll look specifically at 
engagement and comprehension. 
It will be a fast hour as we share 
hands-on practices you can use 
immediately in your classroom.   

March 8, 2017 ~ Maria Walther
Unlocking Opportunities through Classroom Libraries:  
Promoting the Joy and Power of Reading

Find a comfy place to sit with your computer, a 
beverage of your choice, and join me for a chat 
about my favorite topics: children’s books and 
joyful reading. Together, we’ll take a peek into a 
primary-grade, intermediate-grade, and middle 
school classroom library. Then, I’ll share ten 
different techniques to promote the books in your 
library along with the joy and power of reading. I 
can’t wait to collaborate with you!   

April 12, 2017 ~ Nancy Steineke
Unlocking Opportunities through Reading, Thinking, and 
Writing about Nonfiction

ELA and Content-Area teachers CAN increase 
student writing expertise without losing time 
or creating extra grading. Experience engaging 
strategies for reading, thinking, writing, and 
talking about content that, in turn, enable students 
to understand your subject in a deeper, more 
substantial way. These strategies are easily 
adaptable for a variety of contents, grade levels, and 
student skill levels!

May 10, 2017 ~ Laura Robb
Words Needed for Comprehension

Laura Robb will present the three tiers of 
vocabulary and use research to explain why 
teachers should focus on general academic 
vocabulary to enlarge students’ word knowledge 
and improve their comprehension. Robb will 
also discuss the vocabulary gap that develops 
among children living in poverty and those 
from middle class and professional homes.  

June 14, 2017 ~ Pam Allyn
Creating Transformational Literacy Communities

Pam Allyn maintains that when we build on 
children’s key strengths and immerse them in an 
intellectually invigorating, emotionally nurturing, 
literature-rich community, we grow “Super Readers 
and Writers.”  Pam will share best practices 
and inspirations for a profound and innovative 
way to ensure that every child reads and writes 
passionately, powerfully and proficiently for the 
new era of literacy.

September 14, 2016 ~ Michael Manderino
Unlocking Opportunities through Disciplinary Literacies

Disciplinary literacies offer opportunities to 
build the capacities of young people to be able 
to critically consume and construct knowledge 
in the content areas. The promise of disciplinary 
literacy is grounded in the opportunities for 
young people to become more independent in 
their knowledge construction. This webinar 
will focus on the promises and possibilities that 
disciplinary literacies instruction holds for students.   

October 12, 2016 ~ Marcia Tate
Formative Assessment in a Brain-Compatible Classroom: 
How Do We Really Know They’re Learning

If you wait until you have planned your lesson to 
decide how you will assess it, you have waited 
too late! Once you have decided what you want 
students to know and be able to do, the second 
question becomes How will I know when they 
can do it?  This engaging webinar deals with 
effective questioning and assessing those products 
and performances that tell us whether students are 
really learning.  

November 9, 2016 ~ Patricia Edwards
Unlocking Opportunities through Family Literacy

Parent involvement means more than getting parents 
into school. This type of limited involvement is 
often available to parents who are not in full-time 
employment and involves only a small percentage 
of the children’s parents. For students to get the 
most out of school, we need to promote parent and 
teacher partnerships for unlocking opportunities 
through family literacy.

December 14, 2016 ~ David Sousa
Fascinating Revelations in How the Brain Learns to Read

No skill is more fundamental to a student’s 
education than reading. In this webinar, we explore 
some exciting findings from brain research, 
especially the links between spoken and written 
language and learning to read. We cannot afford to 
teach reading skills from an outdated knowledge 
base. This webinar will give you some valuable 
insights into how to translate these new findings 
into successful instructional strategies.  There will 
be some surprises!

January 11, 2017 ~ Becky Anderson
Unlocking Opportunities with the 2017 Illinois Reads Books

Join Becky Anderson as she presents the Illinois 
Reads books for 2017.  Learn more about the 
Illinois Reads statewide literacy initiative that 
promotes reading for all Illinois citizens.  Six books 
in six age bands from Birth to Adult will be shared.  
A variety of book topics and themes are chosen for 
each age band, highlighting the work of Illinois 
Authors.

Wired Wednesday Webinars 
on Unlocking Opportunities 

All Webinars will begin at 7:00 p.m.

Register online at www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org

The Illinois Reading Council will be offering the 2016-2017 Wired Wednesday Webinars for members only.  Each webinar begins at 7:00 p.m. and 
focuses on Unlocking Opportunities.  Participants who attend webinars can earn professional development clock hours.  Mark your calendars and 
register to take part in this convenient, free IRC membership benefit.

EMPOWERING LIVES THROUGH LITERACY

Register online at www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org
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Friday,  September 30, 2016
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Thursday, September 29, 2016
8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Complimentary Refreshments 
in the Exhibit Area

Thursday, 8:30 - 10:00 a.m.
Provided by  

 

Thursday, 3:00 - 4:30 p.m.
Provided by   

 
Booths 408-410
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Visit the Exhibits

Complimentary Refreshments 
in the Exhibit Area

Friday, 8:30 - 10:00 a.m.
Provided by  

 
Booths 341-342

Complimentary Refreshments 
in the Exhibit Area

from 3:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Provided by

 

Booths 341-342

Thank you to the exhibitors for being an important part of the Illinois Reading Council Conference.

Featured Speaker 
Books

    Booths 107-112,   
            141-146

 Booths 300-302

Booths 200-205

Booths 243-244

IRC Exhibit Booth
IRC Membership information
ILA Membership information

Illinois Reads Statewide Literacy Project
IRC Publications

IRC Awards and Grants Information
Treasure Chest

QR Code Scavenger Hunt
Booths 416-418
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3ClicksSpelling.com
Dick Briggs
3 Sable Oaks Court
Bloomington, IL  61704
309-662-8133
3ClicksSpelling.com

Booth:  336

95 Percent Group Inc.
Joan Bollman
475 Half Day Road, Suite 350
Lincolnshire, IL  60069
847-499-8200
www.95percentgroup.com

Booth:  132

Accessorized by Ann
Ann Steinmetz
Steve Steinmetz
2313 Grass Lake Road
Lindenhurst, IL  60046
847-265-9632

Booth:  307

Achieve3000
Christine Maleska
Laura Driscoll
Liz Alvelo
1985 Cedar Bridge Avenue, Suite 3
Lakewood, NJ  08701
732-367-5505
www.Achieve3000.com

Booth:  149

Anderson’s Bookshops
Becky Anderson
Pete Anderson
123 W. Jefferson Avenue
Naperville, IL  60540
630-820-0044
www.andersonsbookshop.com

Booths:  107-112 & 141-146

Arnold-Liebster Foundation
Marge Fulton 
Gaye Flowers
4004 Rodeo Road
Davenport, IA  52806
563-391-1819
309-645-3872 (Marge Fulton)
847-224-4900 (Gaye Flowers)
www.alst.org

Booth:  419

EXHIBITORS
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       Thank you to the exhibitors for being an important part of the Illinois Reading Council Conference.

Benedictine University-National 
Moser Center for Adult Learning

Betty Mallett
Tracy Techman
Christina Kyres
1832 Centre Point Cir.
Naperville, IL  60563
217-718-3468
www.ben.edu

Booth:  238

Book Bag Books
Sammie Garnett, Author
Carol York
707 Little Ranger Road
Murphy, NC  28906
828-644-7007
www.sammiegarnett.com

Booth:  207

Books 4 School
Randy Fields
Marty Fields
Molly Fields
201 E. Badger Road
Madison, WI  53713
608-271-3600
www.books4school.com

Booths:  100-101 & 151-153

Booksource
Bert Crossland
180 S. Western Avenue, PMB 151
Carpentersville, IL  60110
847-767-4822
www.crosslandliteracy.com

Booth:  252

Capstone Classroom
Kori Kubitz
1710 Roe Crest Drive
North Mankato, MN  56003
800-747-4992
www.capstoneclassroom.com

Booths:  341-342

Cengage Learning-National Geographic 
Learning

Monica Israel
20 Channel Center Street
Boston, MA  
617-757-8075
NGL.Cengage.com

Booths:  403-404

Center for the Collaborative Classroom
Linda Rourke
Kristy Rauch
Mimi Vatterott
1250 53rd Street, Suite 3
Emeryville, CA  94608
312-520-3559
www.collaborativeclassroom.org

Booths:  248-249

Cornucopia Books of Michigan
Janice Smith
2050 Breton Road, Suite 101
Grand Rapids, MI  49546
800-778-2665
248-627-2626
cbooks4u.com

Booths:  300-302

Crayola
Kristen Walter
1100 Church Lane
Easton, PA  18040
484-241-6987
www.crayola.com/educators

Booth:  316

Crossland Literacy
Bert Crossland
180 S. Western Avenue, PMB 151
Carpentersville, IL  60110
847-767-4822
www.crosslandlit.com

Booth:  250

Custom Education Solutions
Denise Retka
Jill Kenny
Dawn Cortese
235 Remington Boulevard, Suite A
Bolingbrook, IL  60440
877-323-3133
www.customedu.com

Booth:  352

Discussions 4 Learning
Jim Burnette
Raschele Himalaya
Raschele Himalaya
2605 W. North Avenue, 1W
Chicago, IL  60647
773-571-8455
www.graceed.com

Booth:  208
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Drawing Children Into Reading

Wendy Halperin
Holley Codner
76990 14th Avenue
South Haven, MI  49090
269-767-7290
www.drawingchildrenintoreading.com

Booth:  215

Empower Lifelong Learning, Inc., Project 
CRISS

Debra Franciosi
PO Box 926
Kalispell, MT  59903
406-758-6440
www.projectcriss.com

Booth:  309

Everbind Books
Emma Schleiss
P.O. Box 695
Lodi, NJ  07644
800-842-4234
www.everbind.com

Booth:  214

Facts4Me
Sandra Morgan
321 E. Des Moines Street
Westmont, IL  60559
800-515-0087
www.facts4me.com

Booth:  308

Frog Publications
Helene Bradley
11820 Uradco Place, Suite 105
San Antonio, FL  33576
800-777-3764
www.frog.com

Booth:  234

GrapeSEED
Laurie Metz
720 4th Avenue, Suite 220
Kirkland, WA  98033
800-449-8841
grapeseed.com

Booths:  102-103

Heinemann
Bert Crossland
180 S. Western Avenue, PMB 151
Carpentersville, IL  60110
847-767-4822
www.crosslandliteracy.com

Booths:  200-205

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Amy Waller
Jesica Paulson
10801 N. Mopac Expressway, Building 3
Austin, TX  78759
800-225-5425
www.hmhco.com

Booths:  235-237

Illinois Agriculture in  the Classroom
Kevin Daugherty
Jackie Jones
Laura Vollmer
Brad Banning
1701 Towanda Avenue
Bloomington, IL  61701
309-557-3334
www.agintheclassroom.org

Booths:  138-139

Illinois Department of Natural Resources
Valerie Keener
One Natural Resources Way
Springfield, IL  62702
217-524-4126
www.dnr.illinois.gov

Booths:  421-422

Illinois First Amendment Center
Kate Richardson
900 Community Drive
Springfield, IL  62703
217-241-1300
www.illinoispress.org

Booth:  322

Illinois Reads
203 Landmark Drive, Suite B
Normal, IL  61761
www.Reading.org

Booth:  416

Illinois School Library Media Association 
(ISLMA)

Becky Robinson
Caroline Campbell
PO Box 1326
Galesburg, IL  61402
309-341-1099
www.islma.org

Booth:  218

Institute for Excellence in Writing
Linda Mikottis
8799 N. 387 Rd
Locust Grove, OK  74352
800-586-5815
www.IEWschool.com

Booth:  415

IRC/ILA Membership & Treasure Chest
203 Landmark Drive
Normal, IL  61761
888-454-1341
www.IllinoisReadingCouncil.org

Booths:  417-418

Irlen Institute International
Julie Yepsen, Irlen Diagnostician
5380 E. Village Road
Long Beach, CA  90808
562-496-2550
irlen.com

Booth:  414

Istation
David Sanders
8150 North Central Expressway, 
Suite 2000
Dallas, TX  75206
214-237-9300
www.istation.com

Booth:  332

J & B Custom Jewelry
Janet Hammitt
Bruce Hammitt
624 Hazel Drive
Gibson City, IL  60936
309-826-5263
JB@JBCustomJewelry.com

Booth:  412

Just Jewelry & JJ Boutique
Sally Grunkemeyer
8772 Cherokee Circle
Bloomington, IL  61705
309-378-1027
www.justjewelry.com/sallyg

Booth:  245

Kaplan Early Learning Company
David McGee
1310 Lewisville Clemmons Road
Lewisville, NC  27023
336-712-3203
www.kaplanco.com
www.k5kaplan.com

Booth:  423

Kendall Hunt Publishing Company
4050 Westmark Drive
Dubuque, IA  52002
563-589-1075
www.kendallhunt.com

Booth:  338
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Lakeshore Learning Materials
Amanda Sink - Regional 
Elementary Manager
Jared Weston - Regional Manager
2695 E. Dominguez St.
Carson, CA  90895
800-421-5354
www.lakeshorelearning.com

Booths:  344-345

Learning A-Z
Maria Romero
Dan Dunham
1840 E River Road, Suite 320
Tucson, AZ  85718
866-889-3729
www.learninga-z.com

Booth:  350

Learning Connections
Judy Guenzel
3520 Hanson Drive
Lincoln, NE  68502
402-423-6941
learningconnectionsweb.com

Booth:  353

Learning Explosion
Claire Jane Beck
Kathi Decker
Kathy Terns
1920 Manor Circle SE
Winter Haven, FL  33880
863-604-1547
learningexplosionpublications.com

Booth:  327

Learning Shop
Dave Donovan
Doris Donovan
2904 Maywood Road
Indianapolis, IN  46241
317-241-4777

Booths:  324-326

Lexia Learning
Sheila Ryden
200 Baker Ave Ext., Suite 320
Concord, MA  01742
708-790-4133
www.lexialearning.com

Booth:  217

Library of Congress Teaching with 
Primary Sources at QU

Byron Holdiman
Laura Stangle
1800 College Avenue
Quincy, IL  62301
217-228-5429
http://www.tpsqu.org

Booth:  219

Mackin
Chas Sima
3505 County Road 42 West
Burnsville, MN  55306
952-895-9540
www.mackin.com

Booth:  148

Macmillan Children’s Publishing Group
Summer Ogata
175 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY  10010
646-307-5151
mackidsbooks.com

Booth:  216

McGraw-Hill Education
8787 Orion Place
Columbus, OH  43240
614-430-4000
www.mheducation.com

Booths:  408-410

Meemic
Roy Hinz
1685 N. Opdyke Road
Auburn Hills, MI  48326
248-373-5700
Meemic.com

Booth:  411

Mike Lockett, Storyteller
Mike Lockett
1401 Heritage Road West
Normal, IL  61761
309-454-2300
www.mikelockett.com

Booth:  242

Mondo Publishing
Jim Burnette
Raschele Himalaya
Raschele Himalaya
2605 W. North Avenue, 1W
Chicago, IL  60647
773-571-8455
www.graceed.com

Booth:  209

My Charmed Life
Chris Sustr
Patty Mowbray
5446 W. Wilson Avenue, Suite 100
Chicago, IL  60630
773-427-4600
mycharmedlife.com

Booth:  105

myON
Kim Walsh
5050 Lincoln Drive, Suite 200
Edina, MN  55436
800-864-3899
www.myon.com

Booth:  339

New Readers Press
Carol Larsen, Independent Sales Consultant 
Representing New Readers Press
104 Marcellus Street
Syracuse, NY  13204
800-448-8878
www.newreaderspress.com

Booths:  425-426

NSTA Press
Tom Laureto
7676 W. Harbor Hwy
GlenArbor, MI  49686
616-450-0122
www.nsta.org

Booth:  323

Okapi Educational Publishing
Bert Crossland
Jim Burnette
180 S. Western Avenue, PMB 151
Carpentersville, IL  60110
847-767-4822
Crosslandliteracy.com

Booth:  251

Olivet Nazarene University
Stephanie Penev
Lori Mollema
One University Avenue
Bourbonnais, IL  60914
815-939-5342
graduate.olivet.edu

Booth:  314
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Pacific Learning/AKJ Education
Jennifer Teelucksingh
6262 Katella Avenue
Cypress, CA  906309998
800-279-0737
www.pacificlearning.com

Booth:  305

Pearson
Kristine Wilke
Katie Lira
Jamil Odom
Eileen Kennedy
1900 E. Lake Avenue
Glenview, IL  60025
800-848-9500
pearson.com

Booths:  134-136

Perma Bound Books
Dan Willis
Vickie Green
John Simpson
617 East Vandalia Road
Jacksonville, IL  62650
800-637-6581
perma-bound.com

Booth:  317

Poppet Style On The Go
Helen Tyler
Karen Hill Krolow
1050 N. Wood Street
Chicago, IL  60622
262-949-9036
www.thepoppet.com

Booth:  232

Rally Education
Maureen Arthur
161 N. Vincent Drive
Bolingbrook, IL  60490
630-378-5265
www.rallyeducation.com

Booth:  239

Read Naturally, Inc.
Carol Ann Kane
1284 Corporate Center Drive, Suite #600
St. Paul, MN  55121
800-788-4085
www.ReadNaturally.com

Booth:  303

Reading Horizons
Dave Jackson
60 N. Cutler Drive #101
North Salt Lake, UT  84054
801-888-9044
readinghorizons.com

Booth:  315

Renaissance Learning
Jackie Sullivan
Cicely Glanton
Mike Fahrenbacher
2911 Peach Street
Wisconsin Rapids, WI  54494
715-424-3636
www.renaissance.com

Booth:  337

Rosen Classroom
Kori Kubitz
29 East 21st Street
New York, NY  10010
800-237-9932
www.rosenclassroom.com

Booth:  343

Roxy & Lola
Wendy Campbell
8756 Hickory Hills Drive
Argenta, IL  62501
217-620-9964
www.bevivi.com/WendyCampbell

Booth:  312

Scentsy
Dennis Capretz
Sue Capretz
Kim Hasty
Kari Wertz
2107 Cody Drive
Eureka, IL  61530
708-529-0004

Booth:  400

Scholastic
Kathy Nief
Mollie Henderson
Dan Dunham
Jackie Harvey
557 Broadway
New York, NY  10012
800-387-1437
scholastic.com

Booths:  310-311

Shurley Instructional Materials
Michael Schafstall
366 Sim Drive
Cabot, AR  72023
800-566-2966
www.shurley.com

Booth:  346

SitSpots
Joyce Buehler
Eric Buehler
PO Box 73021
San Clemente, CA  92673
949-201-7311
www.sitspots.com

Booth:  246

SNAP! Learning
Brian Rhodes
Brent Rhodes
Mark Sullivan
4325 N. Golden State Blvd., Suite 102
Fresno, CA  93722
855-200-7627
www.snaplearning.com

Booth:  424

Society of Children’s Book Writers & 
Illustrators

Alice McGinty
Louann Brown
4727 Willshire Blvd., Suite 301
Los Angeles, CA  90010
323-782-1010
www.scbwi.org

Booth:  137

Something So Charming
Jody Norton
Andrea Norton
1103 Martin Luther King Drive, Suite 1H
Bloomington, IL  61701
309-452-7330
www.SomethingSoCharming.com

Booth:  405

StarWalk Kids Media
Bert Crossland
Deb Bible
180 S. Western Avenue, PMB 151
Carpentersville, IL  60110
847-767-4822
630-270-5042
starwalkkids.com

Booth:  253
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Stenhouse
Jim Burnette
Raschele Himalaya
2605 W. North Avenue, #1W
Chicago, IL  60647
312-961-5718
GraceEd.com

Booths:  243-244

Steps to Literacy
Jim Burnette
Raschele Himalaya
2605 W. North Avenue, #1W
Chicago, IL  60647
312-961-5718
GraceEd.com

Booth:  210

Student Energy Education Kit Program
Jackie Perrin
146 Chestnut Street
Springfield, MA  01103
855-693-7827

Booth:  104

Studentreasures Publishing
Michael Powell
1345 SW 42nd Street
Topeka, KS  66609
800-867-2292
www.studentreasures.com

Booth:  318

Studies Weekly
Anastasia Ely
Jackie Gonski
1140 North 1430 West
Orem, UT  84057
866-311-8734
studiesweekly.com

Booths:  348-349

Sundance/Newbridge
Jennifer Teelucksingh
33 Boston Post Road West
Marlborough, MA  91752
800-343-8204
www.sundancepub.com 
www.newbridgeonline.com

Booth:  304

Teacher Peach
1 East Wacker Drive, Suite 1900
Chicago, IL  60601
312-981-2546
www.teacherpeach.com

Booths:  211-212

Teachers’ Retirement System
Christopher Flaggs-Benefits Counselor
PO Box19253, 2815 W. Washington
Springfield, IL  62794
800-877-7896
TRS.IL.GOV

Booth:  PENDING

The Great Books Foundation
Tom Kerschner
35 East Wacker Drive, Suite 400
Chicago, IL  60601
800-222-5870
www.Greatbooks.org

Booth:  321

The Penworthy Company, LLC
Holly Ritz
219 N. Milwaukee Street
Milwaukee, WI  53202
800-262-2665
www.penworthy.com

Booth:  351

The Silverlady II, Inc.
Denise Neu
Julie Hoge
5339 Hickory Trail Lane
Cincinnati, OH  45242
513-543-1241
www.silverlady2.com

Booth:  127

Townsend Press
Paul LaRose
439 Kelley Drive
West Berlin, NJ  08091
888-752-6410
www.TownsendPress.com

Booth:  331

Universal Publishing
Rich Northup
Ron Wallace
Mary Ann Wallace
PO Box 3900, 677 Roosevelt Highway
Waymart, PA  18472
570-488-9820
www.upub.net

Booths:  334-335

University of Phoenix-College of Education
Emily Sautter
203 N. LaSalle Street
Chicago, IL  60601
773-519-5563
www.phoenix.edu

Booth:  150

University of St. Francis-College of Education
Amy Mihelich
Amy Schroeder
500 Wilcox Street
Joliet, IL  60435
815-740-2626
www.stfrancis.edu

Booth:  319

Usborne Books & More/EDC Educational 
Services

Betsy Boatz
PO Box 79
Minier, IL  61759
309-531-2226
BetsysUsborneBooks.com

Booth:  241

Wilson Language Training Corp.
Susan Frank
Ruth Stern
47 Old Webster Road
Oxford, MA  01540
800-899-8454
www.wilsonlanguage.com

Booths:  221-222

Wink Kids Project
Teresa Freking
Julie Wine Johnston
Mary Beth Eggers
Laura Weis
3117 Jefferson Avenue
Davenport, IA  52803
217-402-6235
www.winkkidsproject.com

Booth:  407

Zaner-Bloser
Brenda Sullivan
John Hanzalik
Millicent Clyburn
1201 Dublin Road
Columbus, OH  43215
614-486-0221
www.zaner-bloser.com

Booths:  401-402
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Volling, Sandra 	 14
Vujaklija, Amy 	 247

W
Wakefield, Donna 	 246
Walter, Kristen 	 92, 255
Wardzala, Kevin 	 142
Weber, Rita	  200
Werderich, Donna	  142
Werle, Kelly	  233
Werner, Carrie	 155
Westberg, Sarah	 236
Westmoreland, Kelli 	 341
Wilhelm, Jeffrey	  3, 68, 136
Williams, Roxanne 	 273
Williamson, Dawn	  64
Wilson, Adrienne 	 317
Wilson, Karisa	 389
Wilson, Stephanie	 245
Wirth, Diana	  75
Wolf, Chyrese 	 84, 321

Wolf, Daniel	 72
Wolf, Sallie	  238
Wood, David	  215
Wright, Vickiela	 229
Wulff, Morgan	 389

Y
Yearian, Stephanie	 295
Yokas, Robin	 292
Young, Natalie 	 343

Z
Zaher, Amy	 87
Zemelman, Steven 	 221
Ziel, Wahku	  283
Zierman, Jessica	  73
Ziller, Christy 	 148
Zulauf, Ben	  294

Index of Program Presenters by Session Number
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Request for Membership on IRC Standing and Special Committees
Please consider becoming more involved in the Illinois Reading Council.  Members of the local reading councils may submit 
their own names for consideration.  Below are brief descriptions of committee goals.

IRC STANDING COMMITTEES:
Budget, Finance, and Strategic Planning Committee - Prepare a yearly budget, report on the audit, and review dues 
	 structure.		Work	to	establish	a	well-defined	vision	for	the	future	of	IRC.
Bylaws, Policies and Procedures Committee	-	Review	and	update	the	IRC	bylaws	and	policies.		
Conference Committee	-	Make	plans	for	the	annual	conference	of	the	council.	
Membership Committee	-	Stimulate	membership	of	ILA,	state,	local,	and	special	interest	councils.			
Nominating Committee	-	Prepare	a	slate	of	candidates	for	IRC	Vice	President,	Recording	Secretary,	and	Treasurer.		
Organization/Council Bylaws Committee	-	Act	as	liaison	between	ILA	and	local	and	special	interest	councils.		

IRC SPECIAL COMMITTEES:
Advocacy Committee	-	Gather	and	disseminate	information	concerning	legislation	related	to	reading.		
Educational Initiatives and Professional Development - Share	best	practices	in	educational	initiatives	and	effective	
	 professional	development	to	support	all	grade	levels	and	content	areas.		
Educational Media Committee	-	Assist	state,	local,	and	special	interest	councils	with	newspapers	in	education	and	with	the	
	 integration	of	technology	and	literacy.
Family Literacy Committee	-	Collect	and	disseminate	information	concerning	adult,	parent,	and	family	literacy.		
Illinois Reads Committee	-	A	yearly	statewide	project	to	encourage	reading	for	all	Illinois	citizens.	
International Projects Committee	-	Address	issues,	provide	resources,	and	encourage	others	to	become	involved	in	literacy	
	 projects	in	third	world	countries.				
ILA Exemplary Reading Program Award Committee	-	Assist	ILA	in	recognizing	outstanding	reading	and	language	arts	
	 programs	in	Illinois	schools.				
IRC Literacy Support Grants Committee	-	Recommend	financial	grants	for	literacy	projects.			
Obama Literacy Fund Committee	-	Promote	the	importance	of	multicultural	literature	and	focus	on	providing	multicultural	
	 literature	for	teachers’	use.		
Pamela J Farris Rural Library Award Committee	-	Provide	a	classroom	library	to	enhance	the	availability	of	quality	
	 literature	for	students	to	read	in	rural	areas.		
Prairie State Award Committee	-	Review	nominations	to	select	an	outstanding	Illinois	children’s/YA	author.	
Publicity and Publications Committee	-	Provide	templates	and	support	to	IRC	and	local	councils	to	promote	membership	
	 and	events.		Provide	guidance	in	creating	and	publishing	IRC	materials.			
Jerry Johns Reading Educator of the Year Award Committee	-	Recognize	an	outstanding	teacher	contributing	to	literacy.		
Sticker Design Contest Committee	-	Promote	the	Static	Sticker	Decal	Contest	that	encourages	children	to	read.		
Studies and Research Committee	-	Disseminate	analyses	and	syntheses	of	research	findings	to	IRC	members.	

I	wish	to	be	considered	for	membership	on	the	following	committee(s)		__________________________________________________
  
Name	 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reading	Council	 __________________________________________________________________________________________

Address	_________________________________________________________________________________________________

City	 _________________________________________________	 	State		______________________	 Zip		__________________

Telephone:		Home	_______________________			School	__________________________				Email	_____________________________	

Please complete the information below and mail the form to:
Illinois Reading Council, 203 Landmark Drive, Suite B, Normal, IL  61761
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

CLOCK HOURS and COLLEGE CREDIT 
at the IRC Conference

The Illinois Reading Council is an approved Illinois State Board of Education 
Professional Development Provider.  While attending the conference, you 
may earn one PD CLOCK HOUR per hour of attendance and participation.  
For meal functions, you may also earn one (1) PD clock hour for the 
presentation only.        

Sessions attended must be logged, and an ISBE evaluation form must be 
completed.  The session log found on page 114 is for your records.  The ISBE 
evaluation form and session log found on page 115 and 116 must be completed 
and deposited in the IRC evaluation box at the end of the conference.  

For each session attended, you must list the session number, the title of the 
session and the presenter(s) name.  For double sessions list the information 
in two time slots.  Other activities may also be listed.  

Following the conference, the IRC Office will send the ISBE Evidence 
of Completion Form to registered participants.  This form is for your 
records and you may enter the PD hours into the Educator Licensure 
Information System (ELIS).

Please review your personal License Renewal Plan to determine which 
sessions fit.  Be sure that your goals are broad enough to include a variety 
of literacy topics.  The Illinois Reading Council is merely the provider.  The 
responsibility for determining which sessions agree with your plan and are 
granted credits by your school district is yours.  

One semester hour of university credit is also available for attending the 
conference.  For more information,  download the College Credit Registration 
form available on the IRC Website. 
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Your Evidence of Completion Form
	 Complete and keep this form for your own use and/or use with your local school district.
Instructions:	 This copy is for your own use and/or use with your local school district.  Please remember that 
final approval of any professional development hours rests with your local school district.  For each session 
attended, you must list the session number, the title of the session and the presenter(s) name.  For double sessions 
list the information in two time slots.  Participants earn one (1) PD hour per hour of participation at the 
conference.  For meal functions, only one (1) PD hour is earned for the presentation and not the meal.  
The ISBE Evidence of Completion Form will be sent to registered participants following the conference.    

 			   Session #					     Title of Presentation							       Name of Presenter(s)

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2016
7:00 a.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
8:30 a.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
9:45 a.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
11:00 a.m.	_______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
12:15 p.m.	_______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
1:00 p.m. 	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
2:15 p.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
3:30 p.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
4:45 p.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
6:15 p.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
8:30 p.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2016
7:00 a.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
8:30 a.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
9:45 a.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
11:00 a.m.	_______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
12:15 p.m.	_______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
1:00 p.m. 	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
2:15 p.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
3:30 p.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
4:45 p.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
6:15 p.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2016
7:00 a.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
8:30 a.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
9:45 a.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
11:00 a.m.	_______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
12:15 p.m.	_______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________

TOTAL NUMBER OF PROFESSIONAL HOURS EARNED:   			       ___________________________

I state, to the best of my knowledge, that this form is true, correct and complete.
Signature of participant _________________________________________  IEIN #_____________________
Name of participant (Must be registered to earn PD hours)_________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State_____ Zip __________________  Phone __________________
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To obtain CLOCK HOURS, complete both sides of this form and place in the evaluation box.
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IRC Evidence of Participation Form

You must complete both sides of this form and place in an evaluation box.
Instructions:	 Each registered participant must complete both sides of this form.  This form must be signed and 
placed in an evaluation box prior to leaving the conference.  Failure to complete this form or failure to turn it 
in may result in loss of professional development credit.  For each session attended, you must list the session 
number, the title of the session and the presenter(s) name.  For double sessions list the information in two time 
slots.  Other activities may also be listed.  Participants earn one (1) PD hour per hour of participation at 
the conference.  For meal functions, only one (1) PD hour is earned for the presentation and not the meal.  
The ISBE Evidence of Completion Form will be sent to registered participants following the conference.    

 			   Session #					     Title of Presentation							       Name of Presenter(s)

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2016
7:00 a.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
8:30 a.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
9:45 a.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
11:00 a.m.	_______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
12:15 p.m.	_______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
1:00 p.m. 	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
2:15 p.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
3:30 p.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
4:45 p.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
6:15 p.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
8:30 p.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2016
7:00 a.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
8:30 a.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
9:45 a.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
11:00 a.m.	_______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
12:15 p.m.	_______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
1:00 p.m. 	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
2:15 p.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
3:30 p.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
4:45 p.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
6:15 p.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2016
7:00 a.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
8:30 a.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
9:45 a.m.	 _______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
11:00 a.m.	_______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________
12:15 p.m.	_______	 _________________________________________	  ___________________________

TOTAL NUMBER OF PROFESSIONAL HOURS EARNED:   			       ___________________________

I state, to the best of my knowledge, that this form is true, correct and complete.
Signature of participant _________________________________________  IEIN #_____________________
Name of participant (Must be registered to earn PD hours)_________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State_____ Zip __________________  Phone __________________
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HELP US PLAN FOR 2017
Please use this form to evaluate this year’s fall conference. Your reactions and suggestions are valued 
and will help us plan subsequent conferences with your preferences in mind. 

Drop this in one of the evaluation boxes located at the Registration Desk (Thursday and Friday) or 
outside of the Author Luncheon (Saturday) OR complete the online form on the Conference App OR 
return to:  Illinois Reading Council, 203 Landmark Drive, Suite B, Normal, IL 61761-1836

							       	 Strongly Agree		  Strongly Disagree

1.	 Overall, I was satisfied with the 2016 Conference.		  1	 2	 3	 4	 5

2.	 Conference offered a wide variety of speakers/activities.	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5

3.	 Author/illustrator presentations were enjoyable.		  1	 2	 3	 4	 5

4.	 Featured educational speakers were valuable & relevant.	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5

5.	 Teachers sharing their classroom practices were valuable.	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5

6.	 Research-based presentations were valuable & relevant.	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5

7.	 Who would you like to see present at a future IRC Conference? 

	 Name:					     Topic/Area			   Contact info (if available): 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

8.	 I attended the Conference on (circle all that apply):	    Wed.		 Thurs.		 Fri.		  Sat.

9.	 I especially enjoyed this special event/program:  	
Strongly Agree		  Strongly Disagree

A.	 Wednesday evening Welcome Reception			   1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 N/A

B.	 Wednesday evening Book Gossip				    1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 N/A

C.	 Thursday afternoon Exhibit Hall Extravaganza		  1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 N/A

D.	 Thursday evening Hear the Authors Read			   1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 N/A

E.	 Friday afternoon The Power of Story				    1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 N/A

G.	 Other  _________________________________________________________________________
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10.	 In the Exhibit Hall, I would like the following products and services to be available:  ________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Strongly Agree		  Strongly Disagree

A.	 Overall, the exhibits were helpful and informative.		  1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 N/A

B.	 The Technology on Call was a useful service.			   1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 N/A

C.	 The complimentary refreshments were good.			   1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 N/A

D.  How much time did you spend in the exhibit hall?	 1 hour or less	      1-3 hours	    3-6 hours	  N/A

11.  Additional comments or suggestions about presentations, special events and/or the conference: 
(Please remember that IRC has limited control over issues such as parking, hotel accommodations & service.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

12.	 Please tell us about yourself.

Age Range:			   Years in Education:			   Distance Traveled:

___ 18-24			   ___ 0-4				    ___ less than 100 miles
___ 25-39			   ___ 5-14				    ___ 101-200 miles
___ 40-54			   ___ 15-29				    ___ 201-300 miles
___ 55 and over		  ___ 30	and over			   ___ 300 + miles
			 
Current Position (Select One)

Administrator:	 		  Classroom Teacher:			   Other:

___ Principal				    ___ Preschool				   ___ Pre-service Teacher
___ Superintendent			   ___ K – 3				    ___ Title I/Remedial Teacher
___ Curriculum Supervisor		  ___ 4 – 6				    ___ Reading Spec./ Lit. Coach
___ Other: _____________		  ___ Middle/Jr. High			   ___ Gifted Teacher
					     ___ High School			   ___ Spec. Ed. Teacher
					     ___ Post Secondary			   ___ Librarian/Media Specialist
District Type:								                   ___ Speech/Language Pathologist

								        ___ Teacher Aide/ Paraprofessional
___ Urban								                    ___ Substitute Teacher
___ Suburban							         	             ___ Retired Teacher
___ Small City								        ___ Homeschool Teacher		
___ Rural/Small Town							       ___ Other  __________________
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CONFERENCE PLANNER

TIME  				        EVENT    	      LOCATION

 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2016
5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.   .  .  .  .  .  Registration  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Peoria Civic Center Terrazzo Lobby

7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.   .  .  .  .  .  Welcome Reception  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Pere Marquette Cotillion Ballroom  

8:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.   .  .  .  .    Book Gossip  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Pere Marquette Cheminee Ballroom  

 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2016
7:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  .  .  .  .  .  Registration  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Peoria Civic Center Terrazzo Lobby

7:00 a.m. -  Dining Plans	 _______________________________________		 __________________________

7:00 a.m. - 7:45 a.m.  .  .  .  .  .  Orientation for New Participants  .  .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Peoria Civic Center 210

8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.  .  .  .  .  .  Exhibits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Peoria Civic Center Exhibit Hall A, B, and C

8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.   .  .  .  .  Complimentary Refreshments  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Peoria Civic Center Exhibit Hall C

	 Thursday Session Choices:

8:00 a.m.			   ________________________________________	 __________________________
	 (Alternate Choice)	 ________________________________________	 __________________________
	
9:30 a.m.			   ________________________________________	 __________________________
	 (Alternate Choice)	 ________________________________________	 __________________________
		
11:00 a.m.			   ________________________________________	 __________________________
	 (Alternate Choice)	 ________________________________________	 __________________________
	
12:15 p.m. - Dining Plans	 ________________________________________	 __________________________	

2:30 p.m.			   ________________________________________	 __________________________
	 (Alternate Choice)	 ________________________________________	 __________________________
	
4:00 p.m.			   ________________________________________	 __________________________
	 (Alternate Choice)	 ________________________________________	 __________________________

3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.   .  .  .  .  Complimentary Refreshments  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Peoria Civic Center Exhibit Hall C

5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  .  .  .  .  .  Exhibit Hall Extravaganza .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Peoria Civic Center Exhibit Hall A, B, and C

6:15 p.m. - Dining Plans	 ________________________________________	 __________________________

8:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.   .  .  .  .  Hear the Authors Read and Autographing   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Pere Marquette Ballroom



 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2016
7:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  .  .  .  .  .  Registration  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Peoria Civic Center Terrazzo Lobby

7:00 a.m. -  Dining Plans	 _______________________________________		 __________________________

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  .  .  .  .  .  Exhibits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Peoria Civic Center Exhibit Hall A, B, and C

8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.   .  .  .  .  Complimentary Refreshments  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Peoria Civic Center Exhibit Hall C

	 Friday Session Choices:

8:00 a.m.			   ________________________________________	 __________________________
	 (Alternate Choice)	 ________________________________________	 __________________________
	
9:30 a.m.			   ________________________________________	 __________________________
	 (Alternate Choice)	 ________________________________________	 __________________________
	
11:00 a.m.			   ________________________________________	 __________________________
	 (Alternate Choice)	 ________________________________________	 __________________________
	
12:15 p.m. - Dining Plans	 ________________________________________	 __________________________	
	
2:30 p.m.			   ________________________________________	 __________________________
	 (Alternate Choice)	 ________________________________________	 __________________________
	
4:00 p.m.			   ________________________________________	 __________________________
	 (Alternate Choice)	 ________________________________________	 __________________________

3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.   .  .  .  .  Complimentary Refreshments  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Peoria Civic Center Exhibit Hall C

4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.   .  .  .  .    The Power of Story .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Pere Marquette Illinois Room

5:15 p.m. - 5:45 p.m.   .  .  .  .    IRC Annual Membership Meeting  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Pere Marquette Cheminee Ballroom

5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  .  .  .  .   Pre-Service Teachers’ Pizza Party  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Pere Marquette Cotillion Ballroom

6:15 p.m. -  Dining Plans	 ________________________________________	 __________________________

 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2016
7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  .  .  .  .  .  Registration  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Peoria Civic Center Terrazzo Lobby

7:00 a.m. - Dining Plans  	 ________________________________________	 __________________________	

	 Saturday Session Choices:

8:00 a.m.			   ________________________________________	 __________________________
	 (Alternate Choice)	 ________________________________________	 __________________________
	
9:30 a.m.			   ________________________________________	 __________________________
	 (Alternate Choice)	 ________________________________________	 __________________________
	
11:00 a.m.			   ________________________________________	 __________________________
	 (Alternate Choice)	 ________________________________________	 __________________________
	
12:15 p.m. - Dining Plans	 ________________________________________	 __________________________	
	



Toll Free Phone Number: 1-888-454-1341
Phone: 309-454-1341

Fax: 309-454-3512
Email: irc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

IRC Website: www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org
Twitter:  @ILReadCouncil     #IRC2016

Pinterest:  www.pinterest.com/illinoisreading/
Instagram:  www.instagram.com/ilreadcouncil/

ILLINOIS READS:  www.illinoisreads.org
and join us on Facebook

    Download the Conference App powered by Guidebook

MISSION
The mission of the Illinois Reading Council 
is to provide support and leadership to all 
who promote and teach lifelong literacy.  

VISION
The Illinois Reading Council advocates for high-quality literacy opportunities that 
empower all learners.  As a leading literacy organization, the IRC provides access to 
research, materials, and methodologies to teach literacy and promote lifelong learning.  
As an active well-organized system of local and special interest councils and state 
committees, the IRC provides a supportive network for grassroots involvement and 
the exchange of information for a diverse membership.
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Class sets our specialty 
 

Grades 6 through 12 
 

In Stock Orders Shipped Same Day 

30% Discount 
FREE SHIPPING* 

*1 TO 9 COPIES ADD $7.50 SHIPPING CHARGE 

Illinois Reading Lists Available 
Monarch, Bluestem, Caudill and Abe Lincoln 

 
 

Visit us on the web at 
www.lake-cook.com 

  

Lake-Cook Distributors, Inc. 
951 N. Old Rand Road, #114 

Wauconda, IL 60084 
Phone 800-677-6047 
 Fax     847-526-5810 
E-mail  sales@lake-cook.com 




