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About the Cover Artists
Susie Williams

I have always been drawn to detail and love the transparency and fluidness of 
watercolor. I try to capture the beauty and grace that are inherent in plants 
and nature while giving each subject its own particular identity. I majored 
in Art and went on to receive a PhD in Communicative Disorders/Learning 
Disabilities. I have taught in public and private schools and University set-
tings where I have enjoyed and used my art background. I have exhibited my 
work in juried and non-juried exhibitions.

www.susiewilliamsbotanicalart.com 

Molly Cranch

Molly Cranch received her BFA in Painting from Washington University 
in St. Louis and a K-12 certificate in Art Education from The School of 
the Art Institute of Chicago. She has taught art and yoga in public schools, 
museums, and art centers for over 20 years. Alongside her teaching practice, 
she has exhibited her paintings in galleries at the local, national, and interna-
tional level. In 2019, Molly Cranch illustrated her first children’s book, Little 
Seed’s Journey. A member of SCBWI and the Storyteller Academy, she is cur-
rently writing and illustrating her own picture books. Working in children’s 
book illustration is a lifelong dream and a culmination of her professional 
experience as both an artist and an educator.

www.mollycranch.com

The botanicals on the cover are all by Susie Williams; the bird drawing is by Molly Cranch.

Front Cover: Top left: “Purple Orchid,” Bottom right: “Waiting,” Right: “Pastel Orchid”   
Back Cover: Top left: “Single Stem Purple Orchid,” Bottom left: “Red Amaryllis,” Right: “White Orchid” 

You can find more artwork from Molly Cranch on pages 11, 38, 59, and 74.



ILLINOIS READS
A READING STATE OF MIND

Birth-4
Bear’s Scare
 by Jacob Grant
Beware!
 by Bob Raczka and illustrated by Larry Day
Chinese New Year Colors
 by Rich Lo
Mermaid Dreams
 by Kate Pugsley
Peekity Boo What You Can Do!
 by Heidi Bee Roemer
Pick a Pumpkin
 by Patricia Toht

K-2
Jasper & Ollie
 by Alex Willan
Just Read!
 by Lori Degman
My Teacher is a Robot
 by Jeffrey Brown
Oak Leaf
 by John Sandford
Sofia Valdez, Future Prez
 by Andrea Beaty
This Is How I Do It:  One Day in the Life of You 
and 59 Real Kids from Around the World
 by Matt Lamothe

3-5
Cape – The League of Secret Heroes, Book One
 by Kate Hannigan
Captain Superlative!
 by J.S. Puller
The Peculiar Incident on Shady Street
 by Lindsay Currie
The Superlative A. Lincoln:  Poems About Our 
16th President
 by Eileen R. Meyer
Time Castaways #1:  The Mona Lisa Key 
 by Liesl Shurtliff
Weird Little Robots
 by Carolyn Crimi

6-8
Fireborne
 by Rosaria Munda
Ninja:  Get Good:  My Ultimate Guide to Gaming
 by Tyler Blevins
Powers in Action, Volume 1:  The Hero 
Squadron!
 by Art Baltazar
Robert E. Lee:  The Man, the Soldier, the Myth
 by Brandon Marie Miller
Strange Birds:  A Field Guide to Ruffling Feathers
 by Celia C. Pérez
Windy City Magic, Book 1: The Best Kind of 
Magic
 by Crystal Cestari

9-12
All That I Can Fix
 by Crystal Chan
Sorry for Your Loss
 by Jessie Ann Foley
The Waking Forest
 by Alyssa Wees
Thirteen Doorways, Wolves Behind Them All
 by Laura Ruby
Verify
 by Joelle Charbonneau
We Speak in Storms
 by Natalie Lund

Adult
An American Summer: Love and Death in 
Chicago 
 by Alex Kotlowitz
The Boat Runner:  A Novel
 by Devin Murphy
Midwest Made:  Big, Bold Baking from the 
Heartland 
 by Shauna Sever
Monument:  Poems New and Selected
 by Natasha Trethewey
Radio Flyer:  100 Years of America’s Little Red 
Wagon 
 by Robert Pasin
The Vanishing Man: A Charles Lenox Mystery 
 by Charles Finch

Join the statewide literacy 
initiative!  Six books in each 
age band, birth to adult, with 
fun activities, book clubs, 
author events, online blogs, 
Skype visits, and more!  Order 
bookmarks and posters today!
 
Visit our website for more information
www.illinoisreads.org
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