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Many reading strategies and skills can be 
taught to students of all ages through the use 
of comics.  Similar to picture books, 
newspaper comics combine illustrations and 
text to tell a story.  This high interest text not 
only assists in students’ development of 
comprehension skills, it also assists in their 
development of visual literacy skills.  
McVicker (2007) states, “Visual literacy refers 
to a group of vision competencies a human 
being can develop by seeing and, at the same 
time, having and integrating other sensory 
experiences.”  Due to the importance of 
technology in education today, it is crucial to 
provide students with the opportunity to 
acquire visual literacy skills in order to 
prepare them for a new age of reading.  
 
Comics are multifaceted and provide teachers 
with many creative ways to teach necessary 
reading skills such as inferencing.  Teachers 

can spend a very short time daily modeling 
how to infer the meaning and purpose of 
individual comics.  Applying background 
knowledge and then combining it with text is 
often a difficult skill for students to acquire, so 
practicing daily with text that exposes 
students to humor made of day to day life and 
current events is just one out-of-the-box way 
a teacher can incorporate comics.  
Furthermore, comics can be used as another 
tool to practicing basic sight words, parts of 
speech, context clues, vocabulary and 
sequencing.  McVicker (2007) recommends 
incorporating a comprehension game using 
comics.  Teachers or even students will write 
three to four questions that will be answered 
by analyzing a comic.  Depending on the 
needs of each classroom, some suggestions 
for questions would include those that build 
vocabulary, those that use 5 Ws & H, and 
those that further inferencing skills.  Some 

teachers may even have students pick the 
correct part of speech for chosen words.  
Finally, teachers may also want to cut up 
comics ahead of time in order for students to 
put pictures in the correct sequential order.  
Implementing comics into everyday reading 
instruction is often motivating to all types of 
learners as an alternative way of developing 
reading skills.  Just like you enjoy comics on a 
Sunday morning with your cup of coffee, 
students, too, enjoy all they have to offer 
while developing the skills needed to be 
successful readers of today. 
 
Variations: 
-Incorporate an interactive white board by 
visiting websites such as: 
www.amazing-kids.org 
www.marvelkids.marvel.com 


