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Note from the President

By Laura Beltchenko
President SCIRA

Greetings SCIRA members!

It was so pleasant to have such a wonderful turn out of SCIRA
members and friends, despite the bitter cold, at our Winter SCIRA
Conference with Dr. Bonnie Campbell Hill. Her developmental
continuums illustrate how student literacy progresses over time. Her
insights into student led conferences help us realize that encouraging
children to share their work and set goals provide them with ownership
and empowered learning. The following website will take you to Dr.
Hill's webpage where you can access the continuums in English as well as
in several other languages. www.bonniecampbellhill.com, Handouts for
upcoming presentations are also downloadable from her informational
website. Her book, Developmental Continuums, Christopher Gordon
Press, 1999, offers a wealth of information on reporting student
progress in literacy while also providing parents with suggestions for
student improvement. Dr. Hill has also published many books on the
topic of literature circles.

Her words and presentation were an inspiration to us all as was her list
of Best New Books for students to read and enjoy. The following links
will ake you to her 2005-2006 and 2006-2007 favorite book lists,

organized by genre.

hitp://www.bonniecampbellhill.com/Handouts/BestNewBooks2006 .pdf

http://www.bonniecampbellhill.com/Handouts/BestNewBooks06-07.pdf

SCIRA is very pleased to be co-sponsoring an afternoon with AVI. This
project in conjunction with National Louis University's Center for
Teaching through Children's Books and the Skokie Area Library will
bring noted author AVI to our NLU Skokie Campus. Please see the
enclosed flyer for details regarding this wonderful opportunity to be
inspired by this noted and award winning author. We thank the
Northfield School system for their gracious hospitality.
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The enclosed flyer will provide you with all the information that you
require to register for the SCIRA day, as well as the National Louis
University sponsored portion of this conference. The Daily 5
Framework... Fostering Literacy Independence will be featured. For an
extra fee, an optional 1 credit course is available through National Louis
University. You can also access the flyer by going to
www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org.

To that end, I want to share with you my excitement that the fabulous
The Invention of Hugo Cabreft, won the Caldecott Honor Book Award.
It is among my favors for this year. Brian Selznick, the author of this
intriguing and artistically illustrated book, will be presenting at the IRC
conference in Springfield in March. Hope you can arrange your school
schedule to attend and become an active participant in this worthwhile
conferencel

Happy Reading Everyone,

Laura Beltchenko, SCIRA President.
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Please visit the lllinois Reading Council website for valuable information on
upcoming SCIRA conferences. Additional registration forms may be
downloaded there as well. Please visit hitp://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/

SCIRA Conferences
Memeorfes From Janudry 2.4 |

SCIRA was delighted to have Dr. Bonnie Campbell Hill speak

at our Winter Conference. Her years of experience as a

classroom teacher and a consultant for schools all over the

. world, have given her great insight into literacy

. development. Her reading and writing continuums can help
us determine where children are developmentally and can
serve as a great tool to help parents understand what their
children’s capabilities. With some guidance from educators,
Dr. Hill showed us how the continuums can serve as a way

for parents to see and understand what they can do to

. foster their child's literacy development. What a great tool
to have and utilize.
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Suburban Council of the International Reading Association and National
Louis University present:

THE A1y FIVE

Fostering Literacy Independence in the Elementary Grades
Featuring

GAIL BOUSHEY & JOAN MOSER
“THE SISTERS”

Real life ‘sisters’ Gail Boushey and Joan Moser are known by the teachers they’ve worked with in
Washington state and throughout the country as researched, strategic, and fun. Their reflective practice and
combined experience of +40 years has led to the development of The Daily 5, a structure for fostering literacy
independence in the elementary grades. They are nationally known consultants who passionately share their
expertise creating beautiful spaces for learning in classrooms, assessment-driven instruction and meaningful
literacy. Known for their high energy, they are equally happy and comfortable in a classroom filled with
children or speaking in front of hundreds of teachers.

Gail is currently a literacy coach working alongside K-6 teachers in her building. “The trusting relationship that
exists between coach and colleague is the foundation for powerful change in buildings.” Together, she and
classroom teachers collaborate to make instruction meaningful, individualized, and successful for all students.

Joan is currently a K-2 teacher who juggles the role with the energy and humor it demands. If you were to poke
your head into her classroom, you would undoubtedly find her sitting on the floor with one or more children,
deeply conferring and celebrating learning.

Two options to hear “the sisters”

I. TEACHER RENEWAL SEMINAR
Two Days (includes SCIRA Conference)
June 19 and 20, 2008
8:00 a.m. — 3:30 p.m.

Lincoln Middle School, Mount Prospect, Illinois

II. SCIRA CONFERENCE (only)
One-Half Day June 20, 2008
8:00 a.m. — Noon
Prospect High School, Mount Prospect, Illinois







