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Dear South Suburban Reading Council Members,

Our March meeting was very enlightening giving us information on how to use
technology to teach reading. Thank you to Dr. Tamby Allen for a wonderful
presentation.

I hope that those of you who attended the Illinois Reading Council Conference in
Springfield came home with new ideas to inspire your teaching of reading. If you heard
speakers that you think SSRC would enjoy hearing please pass the names to a board
member. We are always looking for good speakers.

It is hard to believe that this will be our last meeting of the year. Please plan to attend
and bring an administrator, colleague or friend. The topic is Language Development for
ELL students. Megan Hillegass will be presenting. I am sure she will give great ideas on
how to help our students.

It has been a pleasure being President this year and I thank you for all that you do. Keep
inspiring children to read and be the best that they can be.

Enjoy the last quarter of the school year.

Anne Wallace
President

Looking for a way to communicate with bilingual parents? The
Minnesota Humanities Center has developed a site that includes
"Tips for Reading with Your Children". This website allows you to
print the tips in a variety of languages. For more information log
onto http://www.minnesotahummanities.org/Literacy/tips.htm

It's spring time and time to clean out your book shelf.
Please bring in your new and gently used adult and
children's books to our May meeting. Your donations are
given to the South Suburban Crisis Center. It is a great
way to share your love of books and help others. Your
donations are greatly appreciated.



Developing a Second Language

Megan Hillegass

May 8, 2008

How does a child's language impact his or her literacy acquisition? Language
development helps young children develop a sense of identity, fosters cultural
connections, and builds abstract thinking skills that are the building blocks for literacy
development. Children learning a second language face a unique set of challenges in
mastering these tasks. Come learn about the stages of first and second language
development, the role of teachers, peers, and families in acquiring a language, and the
specific classroom methods and modifications you can make that will meet the needs of
your English-language learners.

Megan Hillegass has worked with ESL children in the Chicago Public Schools
and is currently an adjunct faculty member teaching in the BilingualfESL Certificate
Program at the Erickson Institute in Chicago. Megan's presentation will assist teachers in
beginning to understand how the complexities of bilingualism interact with the
educational context and influence the child's academic performance.

You won't want to miss this timely topic. Invite anyone in your building who has
contact with English-language learners to learn more about how they can support these
students in becoming literate.

Celebrate Literacy Award Winner

Congratulations to our Celebrate Literacy Award winner, Julie Jackson. Julie has
volunteered at Memorial School as a Junior Great Books leader for the past four years.

She is a well organized leader who successfully facilitates inspiring dialogue about books
among the students in her program. She accompanies the children on a yearly field trip
as a culminating lesson to celebrate a successful year of Junior Great Books. She also
helps coordinate and participates in the annual Junior Great Books Breakfast in May
which publicly commends the students who have participated in the program.

The members of the South Suburban Reading Council would like to congratulate

Julie for bringing the love of reading to our children. She will be honored at our May
meeting.

New website helps match books and children

E-Scholastic, the online division of Scholastic, has launched Teacher Book Wizard (TM). The new, free website enables
teachers, librarians, and parents to search a database of more than 50,000 books from a variety of publishers to find just
the right match for every child, according to reading level, interest, subject, and genre. Teachers and librarians can also
download free lesson plans related to specific books and purchase many titles at teacher-discounted prices through
Scholastic. com's Teacher Store.



Reading First Flillding Decline

On July 1, 2008, the Reading First program will take a dramatic cut in federal funding. Currently, this

program's flillding is $1,029.2 million and will be cut to $393.0 million. The Reading First Grant, in

Illinois, provides grants to help school districts and schools implement professional development: in

reading instruction for teachers and administrators, adopt and use diagnostic reading assessments for

students in kinderg31ten through third grade to detennine where they need help, implement reading

curricula that are grounded in scientifically based rese31'ch, and provide reading interventions for YOlillg

grade-schoolchildren.

According to the USDE, "perfOrm311Cedata for Reading First shows clear early reading gains after only a

few years of implementation. Reading First activities help increase reading gains, reduces the number of

children who fall behind in reading, provide additional help to children who need it, and lower the

number of children referred to special education due to low reading scores." Even though reading gains

have been made, Congress sharply reduced Reading First State Grants funding in fiscal year 2008 in

response to previous management problems and improprieties identified in Office of Inspector General

(OIG) reports.

Although your school or district may not have been a recipient of this grant, all kinderg31ten through third

grade teachers throughout the south suburban 3l'ea have been able to access free professional development

on the best practices in reading and assessment through South Cook Intennediate Service Center 4

(SCISC4). Due to the cut in federal funding, the funding provided to SCISC has also been cut and

professional development, most likely, will only be available free of charge to cunent Reading First

schools and districts. In addition, the continuation of funding for this grant during the next
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According to the National Reading Panel (NRP), speed, accuracy and expression are three
characteristics of fluent reading. Research further indicates that fluency plays a key role in the
development of comprehension. It is well documented that graphic organizers help the brain to organize
content visually; skilled fluency and phrasing may help the brain to organize content as well. No wonder
this formerly neglected skill is justifiably receiving more attention!

The NRP indicates guided oral reading to be an effective approach to developing fluency. Guided oral
reading includes such practices as repeated readings, reader's theater, choral reading, neurological
impress, shared reading and assisted reading.

Reading experts concur that fluency is built upon a foundation of sight words, phonics and decoding.
Readers must recognize words instantly in order to keep the text's message in tact (Ehri, 1995). A
reader's level of sight word development will directly impact his/her fluency rate (Ehri, 1995).

RU'Q!t of the_National ReadingYanel :3eill:l1ingJ]l~!1H~.R~ad: J)!!Qli<.;AtiQrr#Jn,National Institute
of Child Health and Human Development, 2000, 3-1 to 3-4.

Ehri, L. C. (1995). Stages of reading development in learning to read words by sight. Journal of
Research in Reading. 18,116--125.
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South Suburban Reading Council Board Members 2007 - 2008

(District 153) President
(District 167) President Elect
(District 161) Vice President
(District 161) Past President
Hospitality Arrangements
Publicity
(District 161) Past President
Hospitality Arrangements

Peggy Gannon (District 146) Treasurer
Karen Hysell (Retired District 161) Recording Secretary
Mary Ann Barto (District 161) Corresponding Secretary
Kristen Perniciaro (District 161) Corresponding Secretary
Pam Bartusiewicz (District 167) Membership Chairperson
Gayle Allen District 181) Hospitality/Arrangements
Joyce Brennan (District 145) Hospitality/ Reservations
Gail Prindle (District 145) Hospitality / Reservations
Kathy Curran (District 127) Newsletter
Bernadette Wachel (District 146) Studies and Research
Kathy Doyle (So. Cook Intermediate Center) Legislation
Mickey Tebelman (DistrictI35) Parents and Reading
Rita Queeney (District 146) Books for Shelter
Karen Pohrte (District 162) CPDU State Provider

South Suburban Reading Council is excited to be awarding the Dr. Peggy
Williams Scholarship to two very qualified candidates. This scholarship is awarded each
year to a member of our council that is pursuing an advanced degree in reading or a
related field. This years winners are Kristen Perniciaro and Carol Johnson. Kristen is
pursuing her degree from University of St. Francis and plans to graduate in the spring of
2010. Carol is working on her degree at Saint Xavier and is anticipating graduating in
2009. We congratulate both of these ladies and wish them the best ofluck.

Room to Read
by Pam Bartusiewicz

I had the wonderful experience of watching Oprah over winter break. On this particular
segment Oprah interviewed John Wood. Mr. Wood is the Microsoft executive who left his
lucrative job to follow his heart and bring books to children all over the world. To date Mr.
Wood has given 2.8 million books to children all over the world. Read more about John
Wood's mission in his book Leaving Microsoft to Change the World. If you wish to make a
donation and learn more about Mr. Wood's Room to Read program visit:
http://www.roomtoread.org/programs/index.html.



South Suburban Reading Council presents:

Megan Hillegass
Language Development/or ELL Students
Thursday, May 8, 2008

Menu

Minestrone Sou(J
7OJ'j'ed Salae!

ChicKen Parmesan

Mostaeciofl Marinara

.Sauteed Zucchini

Pe(J(JerminEgee Cream

1<PffS&:. 13,uffer

Coffee, tea rUoE ane! 9cecfJ, Soft 1JrinkJ'

Riviera Country Club
8801 W. 143rd Street

Lakeview Room
Orland Park, IL 60462

5:00 Cash Bar
5:45 Dinner

708-349-2101

I

Come early for convenient seating.
Reservations are due by April 21, 2008.

Mail this form and payment to:
Gail Prindle There is limited seating and first come
17203 Parkside Ave. will be first served.

Tinley Park, Il60477 Late reservations cannot be honored.
No smoking please.

Please PRINT clearly and make check payable to SSRC

Name------------
Address ----_._-----_._-

City . _ State Zip Code _

Home Phone District & School------- _._---------

Please indicate: (Amount due)

___ Member ($25.00)

___ Non-member ($32.00)

___ Student Teacher ($12.00)

____ Yes, I would
like to receive 1 CPDU

for attending this dinner.
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