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Charting the course for adolescent literacy

31st Day of Reading a Success!

Are you passionate about reading, writing, and literacy? If you weren't at the 31%
Day of Reading in Tinley Park on November 3, you missed a great day.

Educators from Wisconsin and as far south as Carbondale joined in the festivities.

Jim Burke is one of us.....in the classroom everyday, all day, with students. His
wit, humor, and knowledge of literacy kept his audience sitting on the edge of
their seats. His ideas were so practical, we could take them back to our class-
rooms and utilize them immediately. Jim spoke of reading as a process and core
instructional principles for all levels, which was valuable for teachers of content
areas and literacy teachers. '

Young adult author, Alex Flinn, related why she believes young adults need to
read dark, realistic fiction, how to engage reluctant readers, and how we can use
fairy tales in reading and writing. Her most recent book, Beastly, is a must read.
It's a modern take on Beauty and the Beast.

Besides Jim and Alex, educators like us conducted presentations throughout the
day consisting of putting Jim Burke’s strategies to work, reading and writing for
ELL learners,, a roundtable discussion on literacy coaching, YA literature for the
reluctant male reader, differentiation, projects for reading and writing, technology
for at-risk students, explicit vocabulary instruction, text structure and structural
analysis. The day was rewarding and enriching, personally and professionally.

Congratulations to the Day of Reading Steering Committee for a successful,
meaningful conference. Thank you Terry McHugh, Liz Strejcek, Sandy Coughlin,
Kathy Schmohe, Patty Rieman and Barb Chrz-White.

If you'd like to request a program proposal for the 32™ Day of Reading or serve
on a Day of Reading committee, contact Barb Chrz-White at
bchrzwhite@comcast.net or 847-699-0797. You can also download one from our
website at www.dayofreading.org.

Visit our website at www.dayofreading.org for Day of Reading and SRL updates.

Thanks to those of you who attended the Day of Reading this year. We look for-
ward to seeing you November 8, 2008 when Lois Duncan and Cris Tovani are our
featured speakers. What an exciting day that will be!
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Scott Westerfeld is an author who consistently grabs the attention of both reluctant teen readers and
those who read often and think deeply. His titles are highly readable with wide appeal. Westerfeld
pens well-conceived piots that are action filled, connected to reality and still voice ethical concerns.

His first trilogy, Midnighters (The Secret Hour, Touching Darkness & Blue Noon) remains as popular
today as when it was first published. Westerfeld’s characters are well developed with realistic dia-
logue and logical actions. His characters grow on the reader as the stories develop. They become
people the reader truly cares about. Midnighters takes place in a small town — Bixby, Oklahoma. It
is here that 15 year old Jessica Day moves, and it is here that she discovers her unwanted special
power. Bixby, Oklahoma is where Jessica and her select group dwell within the 25" hour. It is the
hour when time is frozen for everyone but them. This midnight time is filled with special powers and
vial dangerous creatures. As the mystery of the hour reaches out, it becomes apparent that these
evils may not be contained within the hour and that the town of Bixby hides a conspiracy that
reaches beyond time and boarders. Midnighters is exciting, compelling and fast-paced science fic-
tion!

Westerfeld reaches beyond the trilogy with his most recent title by adding Extras as the fourth book
in his UGLIES series (Uglies, Pretties and Specials). Uglies begins with Tally Youngblood who is
15 and more than ready to be transformed to a Pretty. This is the operation that sets the standards
for beauty and offers an equal advantage to all. In this image obsessed society of the future, the
Pretties sole job is to party. However, Tally’s best friend escapes to the Smoke, and Tally is to fol-
low her with the charge to turn Shay in to the authorities. Not to do so, threatens Tally’s chance to
become a Pretty. Amidst the difficult decisions and challenges now faced by Tally come the ques-
tions. Are truth and the freedom to choose to be valued above the security of being a Pretty? As
the series moves forward Tally is captured and surgically transformed to a pre-programmed govern-
ment agent. Know that Tally is a rebel! Thus, as Extras opens, it is a time of complete and total cul-
tural renaissance. Popularity is power, and an individual's popularity is constantly refigured. It is
fame that determines material capital. Ana Fuse’s knows a secret and that secret could skyrocket
her to the top. It is dangerous knowledge that would change her world and everyone else’s, too!
Westerfeld continues with another page-turmer that is sure to delight his fans. Visit his website at
www.scottwesterfeld.com.

“Westerfeld
pens well-
conceived
plots that are
action filled,
connected to
reality and still
voice ethical
concerns.”

Richie's Picks: BEASTLY by Alex Flinn, HarperTeen, October 2007, ISBN: 978-0-06-087416-2

"Love will not serve those who do not live for her, and in her, and to whom she is not the breath of
life." -
-- Jennette Lee

"] get down on my knees and | start to pray 'till the tears run down from my eyes
Lord somebody, ooh somebody, please,

Can anybody find me somebody to love."

- Queen

" 'What's the difference? You think looks shouldn't matter. With the Internet, they really don't. It's all
about personality.' Then | figured out her problem. 'You're just mad because | figured out a way
around your curse, a way | can meet someone without them getting freaked about what you've done
to my looks.’

" 'That's not it. | cast the spell on you to teach you a lesson. If you learn it, great. I'm not rooting for
you to screw up. I'm trying to help you. But this just won't work.'

" 'But why?'

" 'Because you can't fail in love with someone you don't know. That profile of yours is full of lies.'
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" 'You read my mail. Isn't that against the —
"'/ love to go out and party WIth my friends...
" 'Stop it!'

"'""My dad and | are really close
"*'Shut up! Shut up! Shut up!' | covered my ears, but her words still taunted me. | wanted to break the mirror, the computer monitor,
anything, but it was all because | knew it was true. 1 just wanted someone to love me, someone to break the curse.”

Kyle Kingsbury plays a dirty trick on the fat Goth freak who had, from the back of the classroom, complained bitterly about

the anachronistic concept of electing a spring dance court, a process blatently based upon looks. Turns out the Goth freak is really a
witch, and as punishment for the trail of cruelty he's left in his wake, she promptly turns Kyle into a furry and smelly beast. But, be-
cause she's glimpsed a tiny hint of redeeming value in Kyle's pathetically shallow character, she provides him a shot at redemption:

" "Two petals, two years to find someone willing to look beyond your hideousness and see some good in you, something to love. If
you will love her in return, and if she will kiss you to prove it, the spell will be lifted, and you will be your handsome self again. If not,
you'll stay a beast forever.' "

Even though Kyle is devastated by his new appearance, he first clings to his old behaviors. He assumes that he can finesse his way
out of this condition, can continue to rely on that sense of entitlement based on looks and money that has always served him so
well. But he quickly discovers that the road to recovery will not be that easy:

" 'Get away from me!' She opened the door. 'Let me know if you get over whatever this is." She ran out into the haliway.

"I ran to the door. 'Sloane?'

" 'What?' She was jiggling the elevator button, trying to hurry it there.

" 'Don't tell anyone, huh?'

" 'Oh, believe me, Kyle, | won't tell a soul. They'd think | was nuts. | must be nuts.” She looked at me again and shuddered.

"The elevator came, and she was gone. | went back to my room and lay on the bed. | could still smell the scent of her, and it didn't
smell good. | hadn't loved Sloane, so it was no surprise she didn't love me either. That must be why the kiss didn't work. The witch
had meant it - | had to be in love.

“I'd never loved anyone, even when | was normal, never had anyone want to be with me, other than because of who | was, how much
stuff | had, and how good | was at partying. | hadn't cared much. There was time for the other stuff later.

"But what were the chances I'd ever find someone to really love me now? And maybe loving her back would be the hardest part of
all.”

Kyle Kingsbury is, thus, compelled to embark on a two-year journey of self-discovery.

"High above the forests lie the pastures of the sun
Where the two who learned the secret now are one."
--Justin Hayward

When | first received the uncorrected proof of BEASTLY, | didn't even crack the cover open and take a peek. That might seem sur-
prising, being that Alex Flinn's books have repeatedly been great contemporary YA tales, and I've written about a bunch of

them. But it was clear that this book was a retelling of a fairy tale, and | am not a fan of fairy tale retellings. Or | thought | wasn't. Or |
didn't used to be.

"I love you, | thought.”

Kyle's moving and oftentimes lonely story, his search for the secret of true love, is regularly punctuated by truly hilarious interludes:
the transcripts of Kyle's involvement -- using the screen name BeastNYC -- in the "Unexpected Changes chat group" where we get
brief glimpses of SilentMaid (who is considering a voluntary change that will cost her beautiful voice), Grizzlyguy, and Froggie -~
("Froggie: hardest prt 4 me is eatin flys" "Froggie: dont Ik flys").

For those who will argue that this story of transformation is the author's most accomplished piece of writing and most compelling and
memorable work to date, I'm with you on that.

Richie Partington, MLIS
Richie's Picks http://richiespicks.com

Moderator, http://groups.yahoo.com/group/middle school lit/
BudNotBuddy@aol.com
hitp://www.myspace.com/richiespicks




Meet Your Officers:
DOR Chairperson, Barb Chrz-White

Since SRL just hosted its 31st Day of Reéding, we thought it would be
fitting for our members to get to know the chairperson of that huge un-
dertaking: Barb Chrz-White. '

Barb is a product of the Chicago public schools, growing up on the
southwest side of the city. From Hubbard High School she went to
Northern Illinois University where she received degrees in child develop-
ment and reading. In her third year of teaching, 1978, Barb joined the
Secondary Reading League, and became a member of the Day of Read-
ing Steering Committee. ' '

Thirty years of her career have been devoted to teaching middie school/
junior high struggling readers. Twenty-nine of these years were in Dis-
trict 21, Wheeling. Barb retired this past June and just chaired her ninth
Day of Reading on November 3rd.

Kudos to Barb and her committee members on organizing another out-
standing conference! We appreciate your efforts and dedication.




2008 Secondary Reading League Literacy Grani

The Secondary Reading League (SRL) has established two (2) $500 Literacy Project

Grants to be awarded to SRL. members. This monetary award is intended to support

educators in developing new or adopting existing innovative literacy projects for use in
- their school or classroom. :

Interested Secondary Reading League members are encouraged to complete the
two-page application form. A committee of SR members will evaluate the projects
using the rubric included with the grant application and select one or more projects to be
awarded funding. Those members receiving Literacy Grants will be required to write a
brief narrative of the project for a future SRL newsletter. Please note that the deadline
for all applications is February 15, 2008. Grant winners will be notified by mail and
announced at SRL’s spring meeting.

If you have questions, contact a Secondary Reading League Board Member or myself at
any time.

Sincerely,

Gail Huizinga
ghuizinga@sbcglobal.net
1040 185" Street
Homewood, IL 60430

Secondary Reading League Literacy Grant Scoring Rubric

Criteria 1 2 3 Total Score
Little justification. Some justification. Rationale is well
s Project does not promote | Project promotes literacy | defined.
Rationale literacy. in the classroom to some | Project clearly promotes
degree. literacy in the classroom.
Project is incomplete. Project and timeline are Project and timeline are
Description Timeline is insufficient. realistic and attainable. well thought out and

& Execution

No mention of specific
activity.

Evidence of specific
activity.

implementation plans are
detailed. Activity is very

clear and well defined.
Total amounts listed. Budget is outlined. Budget has detailed and
Budset No budget breakdown. Some research on cost of | realistic expenditures.
g Little or no research on project is evident. Expenditures have been
cost of project. well researched.
Little or no evaluation of | Evaluation is adequate. Evaluation will measure
e the project is listed. Assessments & evaluation impact and success of the
Evaluation Did not include form/method is included project. Evaluation form/

evaluation form/method.

but project success and
impact is not measured.

method is included and well
thought out.

Total Points Scored




Secondary Reading Leagne
Literacy Grant Application

Please Type or Print in Black Ink
Applicant Information:

Name;

Home Address

City State Zip

Home Phone Email

School Name

School Address

City State Zip

District Work Phone

Work Email

Job Title: Classroom Teacher Administrator Other

If other than a classroom teacher, please state official title

Literacy Project Information (Attach additional sheet if necessary)A

Literacy Project Title
Grade Level(s) Involved No. of Students Participating
Status of Project: (Please check one) New Program Existing Program

~ RATIONALE OF PROJECT OR PROGRAM:

DESCRIPTION and EXECUTION OF PROJECT OR PROGRAM: (List the key activities
the students will be involved in throughout this project. Include a timeline.)




BUDGET: (Purchases must be an integral part of this project application. Budget should be
well researched. Detail your budget request to include materials and equipment along with the
costs of each item.) :

Total Dollar Amount Requested: (8500 maximum)

EVALUATION: (Describe the methods you will use to evaluate the impact and success of your
project. Include any forms that will be used for this purpose.)

Ca

All applications must be received by February 15, 2008 to be considered. Send one copy of
the grant to the Grant Committee and keep one copy for your records. No grant apphcatlons will
be returned.

Grant winners will be notified by mail and will be announced at SRL’s spring meeting. You
may send the application either through the U.S. mail to: SRL Grant Committee, c/o Gail
Huizinga, 1040 185% Street, Homewood, IL, 60430, or by email to ghulzmga@sbcglobal net
An email confirmation will be sent to you upon receipt of the grant application. - -

TEACHER SIGNATURE: I understand that I must be 2 member of Secondary Reading League
(SRL) to qualify for this grant and have completed the conditions set forth in the grant. If
awarded, I understand I am required and agree to write a brief article about the project for
publication in the SRL newsletter.

Signature Date

Date Received







