
 

 

 

 

 

Spring 

Upcoming Events 

March 18 — Secondary 

Strand at  IRC in 

Springfield 

April 15— Spring Book 

Talk with Jan Dundon 

of Anderson’s in Naper-

ville  with  Dinner at    

Lou Malnati’s. 

September—Fall Meet-

ing—TBA 

Nov. 5 — Day of read-

ing  Pre-Conference 

Workshop and dinner 

event 

Nov. 6—34th Day of 

Reading Conference . 

Upcoming Events 1 

A letter from the President  1 

Join SRL  
 

2 

Grant Information 2 

YA Books/ Stuff 3 

Calendar and 
Program Information 

4 

DOR  Information 5 

Inside this issue: 

A letter from the President  

Secondary Reading Le
ague 

Charting the Course
 for Adolescent Literacy  

                   March, 2010  

Greetings, 

 

After what felt like the most brutal winter in years, Spring appears to 

be right around the corner!  Just yesterday, I heard a Robin singing out-

side my window and swimsuits are on the racks in every store in town. 

Speaking of Spring, The Secondary Reading League has some exciting 

events planned for the next couple of month. We will have a Secondary 

Reading Strand at the Illinois Reading Council Conference on Thurs-

day, March 18.  Beginning at 8:00 am, you can enjoy presentations 

that are specifically for you, the secondary educator!  Then on April 

15th we will welcome back Jan Dundon for our annual What’s New 

in Young Adult Books presentation  This annual event has long been 

a favorite of mine. We’ll dine in Naperville at Lou Malnati’s, enjoy 

Jan’s book talk, and then everyone will receive a $5.00 coupon to spend 

at Anderson’s Bookshop, which is just two doors down the street!  I hope 

you’ll join us in Springfield at IRC’s conference and in Naperville in 

April.  We are excited to have new people serving in our executive  board 

and we have room for anyone else who would be interested in joining us. 

As always,   I welcome your comments and suggestions and look forward 

to seeing you soon! 

Warmly, 

 

Donna K. Monti 

SRL President 

Warning!  Our future newsletters will 

be sent out by email! If you wish to 

continue to receive them, please email 

our Membership Chair,  

Margaret Colucci  at 

coluccimargaret@hotmail.com ,  

with your correct email address. 



Secondary 

Reading League 

2010-2011 Officers 

 
 President 

   Donna Monti  
imatexn@yahoo.com 
 
President - Elect  
 
   Volunteer needed 
  
Vice President  

    Rebecca Binks 

becarsam@sbcglobal.net  

 
Secretary  

     Volunteer needed 
       

 Treasurer 

      Liz Strejcek  

lizstrejcek@hotmail.com  
  

 Membership  

     Margaret Colucci  

coluccimargaret@hotmail.com  
 

 DOR/Chairperson 

     Barb Chrz -White  

bchrzwhite@comcast.net  
 

Newsletter 

      Volunteer needed 

Join SRL  

What do I get for my SRL membership?   

Below is  a quick and easy list of benefits of being a member of SRL:  

Discounted rates at meetings and day of Reading!  
 

Opportunity to research secondary, creative, corrective and re-

medial reading through Literacy Grants.  
 

Opportunity to study reading problems through professional de-

velopment offerings.  
 

Opportunity to network with educators in middle, junior high, high 

school, special areas, college and leadership positions.  
 

Opportunity to volunteer for services in a literacy arena through 

involvement in the council and other service projects promoted by 
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SRL is Joining the ñGreen Teamò in the fall of 2010 

 

Beginning in the fall, the SRL quarterly newsletter will be distributed via 

email or can be accessed on the SRL website at www.dayofreading.org.  This 

small change will save our council a great deal in printing and mailing costs as 

well as reduce our paper consumption.  If you do not have Internet access, 

please indicate on your next SRL meeting reservation that you would still like 

to receive your newsletters through the mail or feel free to contact Margaret 

Colucci for help with this matter.   

 

2010 Secondary Reading League Literacy Grant Applications now available. 

 

 Secondary Reading League has established two (2) $500 Literacy Grants to be awarded to SRL 

members.  This monetary award is intended to support educators in developing new or supporting 

existing innovative literacy projects in their schools or classrooms.   

 

Interested SRL members can download the 2010 grant application at www.dayofreading.org.  The 

application deadline is September 15, 2010.  The winners will be announced at SRLôs 34
th

 Day of 

Reading being held on Saturday, November 6
th
.  If you have any questions regarding the grant or cannot 

access the online application, please contact Gail Huizinga, Literacy Grant Chair, at 

ghuizinga@sbcglobal.net. 

  

www.dayofreading.org 

www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/memberform.html 
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YA Books/ Author Page 

As you begin the next school year check out these titles by Neal Shusterman, our 34th Day of Reading author,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

EVERLOST   

Nick and Allie don't survive the crash, and now their souls are stuck halfway between life 

and death in a sort of limbo called Everlost. It's a magical yet dangerous place, where bands 

of lost souls run wild and anyone who stands in the same spot too long sinks to the center 

of the Earth. Frightened and determined, Nick and Allie want their lives back, and search 

for a way home. But the longer they stay, the more they forget about their pasts. And if all 

memory of home is lost, they may never escape this strange, terrible world. 

 

      EVERLOST  has sold to Universal Studios, with Gary Ross's company "Larger than 

Life" producing, and Neal writing the script. At this stage, the first draft of the script is 

done, and Neal is waiting for rewrite notes from the studio. 

 

     THE SCHWA WAS HERE 

No one ever notices the Schwa. Heôs ñfunctionally invisible.ò  Antsy Bonano used the 

Schwa to make a huge amount of money. Antsy tells everything there is to know about the 

Schwa, from how he got his name, to what really happened with his mom. I'll spill every-

thing. Unless, of course, "the Schwa Effect" wipes him out of Antsyôs brain before heôs 

done. 

 

Also picked up by independent producers who hope to go into production this summer, so 

keep your fingers crossed. 

 

       FULL TILT  

Youôre about to take the ride of your life, so hold on tight. 16 year old Blake is in for the 

ride of his life when he enters the carnival.  In fact, his soul and those of his two friends 

that accompany him are the price of admission.  Blake must survive seven different rides 

before dawn to reclaim his soul and that of his comatose brother. 

 

       WHAT DADDY DID 

Here is Preston's searing true story about upheaval, growth, faith ... and the power of love. 

No one has any idea that handsome, athletic, and talented Preston Scott is carrying a terri-

ble secret: His father was imprisoned three years ago. Now Mr. Scott is coming home to 

live with Preston and his little brother, Tylerðand Preston has yet to come to terms with 

his feelings about him. Because how can you forgive your father for killing someone . . . 

when that someone was your mother? 

 

       THE DARK SIDE OF NOWHERE 

Jason is a typical bored teen who is given an new toy, a special glove that shoots BBs, He 

soon discovers that he is really a part of an Alien f orce to take over the earth and he must 

choose whether he is human or alien and whether he will conquer and take over the earth..  

 

to engage your students, particularly your male readers or those who like Science Fiction. 



Secondary Reading League  
Presents 

Book Talk with Jan Dundon  

―Hot Books for Young Adults‖ 
 

 Dinner at Lou Malnati’s in Naperville will be followed by a YA book talk presentation  

by Jan Dundon of Anderson’s Books. 

Receive a $5 coupon, complements of SRL, towards your purchase at Anderson’s after Jan’s presentation. 

 

Thursday, April 15, 2010           5pm – 8pm 
 

Lou Malnati’s, 131 W Jefferson Ave, Naperville, IL 60540      Phone: 630-689-9214 

 
Registration Form due before April 9 by mail….or pay at the door. 

Name:__________________________________________   $20 – SRL members 

Address: _______________________________________                       $30 - Non-SRL members 

 

Email:__________________________________________                      $35 - At the door 

Send to: Liz Strejcek, 20 w 528 Westminster Dr, Downers Grove, IL 60516        lizstrejcek@hotmail.com 

     Event will be  canceled if we do not receive 20 registration.   

                  

   

 

        Secondary Reading League 

      2009-2010 Events 

 

March 18-20, 2010  SRL Members   Springfield, IL 

A Secondary Strand of Literacy Presentations (IRC Conference) 

          April 15, 2010  Jan Dundon  Andersonôs Books, Naperville, IL 

     Dinner at Lou Malnatiôs   

ñHot Books for Young Adultsò 

          September ??, 2010  Saturday Brunch Meeting with Speaker/presentation   TBA 

 

          November 5, 2010  34th Day of Reading Pre-Conference at the Holiday Inn Select in Tinley Park 

          November 6, 2010  34th Day of Reading at the Holiday inn Select in tinley Park 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__ 

Mark Your Calendar 
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Holiday Inn Convention Center, Tinley Park, IL  

Saturday, November 6, 2010 

 

 Featured Speakers:  

g   NEAL SHUSTERMAN  h 

Young Adult Author, Screen & TV Writer,  

Film Director  
 

Ú What  Daddy Did,   Full Tilt,   Downsiders,  The 

Schwa Was Here,   Scorpion Shards 

The Dark Side of Nowhere,  and more  

Ú Numerous IRA and ALA awards 

Ú Winner CINE Golden Eagle Awards for two short 

films.  

Luncheon Address – Writing for Teenagers  

and Other  Alien Species 

Breakout – There’s No C in Shusterman 

  Breakout – Author, Neal Thyself

     

     For more information  

  contact: 

Barb Chrz-White    

bchrzwhite@comcast.net        

Terry McHugh   

tmchugh@dayofreading.org 

 

 CPS Vendor #80827               

  Team Discounts Available    

www.dayofreading.org           

DR. JUDITH IRVIN  h  

Executive Director of the National Literacy      

Project  

Ú    Professor at Florida State University  

Ú    Executive Director, National Literacy Project,   

(nonprofit organization dedicated to improving 

middle and HS literacy)  

Ú     Member IRC Commission/Adolescent   Literacy  

Ú    Co-Author:  

Taking Action on Adolescent   Literacy: An Im-

plementation  Guide for School Leaders, &   

Meeting the Challenge of Adolescent Literacy: 

Practical Ideas for Literacy Leaders.  

Keynote – Taking Action on Adolescent Lit-

eracy 

  Breakout-Understanding Struggling  

Readers 

g 

  An Expansion of Dr. Irvinõs Saturday  

  presentations in a workshop format:  

  9 am to 2:30 pm 

  Morning—3 hours 

  Engaging Students in Expository Text 

  Lunch 

  Afternoon—2 hours 

  Understanding Struggling Readers 

New 

Pre-Conference 

Workshop 

An Exclusively Secondary Literacy Conference  

For All Teachers & Administrators of  

Grades 6 -12 

34th Day of Reading  



 

 

                                                  Elizabeth Strejcek 

                                                  20 W 528  Westminster Dr 

                                                  Downers Grove, IL 60516 

                                                  

 

     


