
Ah, I so enjoy snow days.  
This is a gift of a day to 
do what I want and let 
everything else slide by.  
Believe me, I have en-
joyed this free day. 

Now that school is back 
in session I’m sure every-
one is beginning to think 
of ISAT testing.  I just 
finished reading What 

Every Elementary Teacher 

Needs to Know About Read-

ing Tests by Charles 

Fuhrken.  This is a great 
resource for understand-
ing how reading tests are 
created.  I am also read-
ing One Child at a Time 
by Pat Johnson. Ms John-

son shares ideas on how 
to assist struggling read-
ers.  There is further in-
formation on page 4 of 
the newsletter about both 
of these books.   

This year our Title 1 
teachers have hosted 
monthly open houses in 
our room for the teachers 
in our building.  We held 
Toasty Tuesday, provid-
ing toast and jam, to get 
acquainted with new 
staff.  Teachers were 
asked to bring a book to 
share on Waffle Wednes-
day.  We meet for 20 
minutes before class be-

gins in an informal set-
ting.  It’s been a great way 
to get fellow teachers into 
the resource room.                                                            

             Diana Woods 
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Upcoming Events 
 

IRC Board Meeting 

Saturday, Jan. 23, 2010 

Bloomington, IL   

 

IRC  Conference 

March 18-20, 2010 

 

IRA Conference—Chicago 

April 25-28, 2010 

 

IRC:  Lighting the 

Way to Literacy 

March 18-20, 2010 

At the January 25th meeting we will be voting on the following by-laws changes:  

current:  The council shall be called the South Eastern Reading Council (SERC), serving the 

area of Clay, Crawford, Jasper, Lawrence, and Richland.   

change: The council shall be called the South Eastern Reading Council (SERC), serving the 

area of Clay, Crawford, Edwards, Jasper, Lawrence, Richland, and Wabash. 

http://www.stenhouse.com/shop/pc/viewprd.asp?idProduct=9156&r=&REFERER=
http://www.stenhouse.com/shop/pc/viewprd.asp?idProduct=9156&r=&REFERER=
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Cpdus and door prizes available at each meeting.  

Books, Bites, and Sites        

                      Monday, January 25, 2010 

                    5:30-7:30 p.m. 

                    East Richland Elementary Library and Computer Lab 

1001 N. Holly Road,  Olney IL 

SERC Members will gather to share books and web-sites specific to reading comprehen-

sion strategies. Bring a book or website to share.  We will spend time in the computer 

lab previewing sites and sharing ideas.    

Sandwiches, chips, and drinks will be provided. 

Members: $0  /  Non-Members: $5 

Reservations contact:  Tambree Krouse at tbkrouse@hotmail.com 

Illinois Author  - Alice McGinty 

Monday, April 12, 2010 

 

Meal 5:30-6:10        Speaker 6:15-7:30 

Holiday Motel, Rt. 50 and Rt. 130, Olney, IL 

Buffet meal $10.00 

 

"Language is like music, each word with its own sound, rhythm, and meaning. 

When I write, I play with words and ideas, and put them together to create 

something exciting and new!" Alice McGinty 

In addition to her author presentation, Alice McGinty will talk about using biographies in  content area 

instruction.  

Members: $0  /  Non-Members: $5 

Reservations contact:  Tambree Krouse at tbkrouse@hotmail.com 



IRC Conference March 18-20, 2010 

Make reservations on line at www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
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IRC:  Lighting the Way to Literacy 

 Conference Preview 2010      March 18-20, 2010 

Hear the authors on Thursday, March 18 8:30-10:30 p.m. 

Mary Amato:  the Naked Mole-Rat Letters, The Word Eater 

Joan Bauer:  Hope Was Here 

Nick Bruel:  Poor Puppy, Bad Kitty Gets a Bath 

Will Hobbs:  Crossing the Wire, Go Big Or Go Home 

Eric A. Kimmel:  The Erie Canal Pirates 

David Wiesner:  Tuesday, The Three Pigs 

Judith Byron Schachner:  SkippjonJones, I Knew an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Pie 

Andrew Clements:  Frindle, DogKu, Lost and Found 

EIU Professors 

Dawn Paulson, Audrey Edwards, Linda Reven, Denise Reid, Joy Russell 

Professionals 

Kathy Collins:  Growing Readers:  Units of Study in Primary Classrooms 

Peter Johnston:  Choice Words:  How Our Language Affects Children ’ s Learning 

David W. Moore:  Developing Readers and Writers in the Content Areas 

Debbie Diller:  Making the Most of Small Groups:  Differentiation for All 

Linda Hoyt:  Revisit, Reflect, Retell:  Strategies for Improving Reading Comprehension 

'Morpheus: 'I'm trying to free your mind, Neo. But I can only show you the door. You're the one who 
must walk through it' The Matrix (Film) 



Diana Woods 

5065 E. Radio Tower Lane 

Olney, IL  62450 

SERC email-

serc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 

 

Illinois Reading Council 

Email:  

 irc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 

 

Website:   

Www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org 

 

State and Local Council of the  

International Reading Association 

www.reading.org 

W EõRE  ON  THE  W EB !  

M EMBERSHIP  RENEWAL  AVAILABLE  

ONLINE !  

 IRC C ONFERENCE  REGISTRATION  

AVAILABLE  ON  THE  WEB !  

 

What Every Teacher Needs to Know About Reading Tests sets the record straight about 

the myths and realities of tests and offers extensive, practical strategies that help stu-

dents perform better on tests. It provides a wealth of information about reading tests and 

samples of the most frequently assessed standards. Fuhrken has spent several years 

working as a writer for testing companies and believes what he has learned will be bene-

ficial for preparing students for tests.   

 

In One Child at a Time, literacy teacher and consultant, Pat Johnson,  provides a frame-

work  to help teachers understand and assist individual students.  The four part outline 

in the book enables teachers to focus on strategies and behaviors , analyze them, pro-

vide targeted instruction  and assess and refine the teaching.  The framework is not an 

easy answer to a difficult question, but teachers will learn how proficient readers learn 

and be better able to help the struggling learners.   

 

Both of these books can be previewed and purchased at www.stenhouse.com 

 


