
The IRC conference.  The 
c o n t a c t  p e r s o n  i s 
jean@daytonbookings.com 

Ethiopia Reads works 
to improve literacy and 
create a culture of 
reading in Ethiopia.  
For more information 
l o g  o n  t o 
www.ethiopiareads.org 

IRC student member-
ship committee need 
your help.  We need 
prizes for the Preser-
vice Teacher Pizza 
Party for the 2009 IRC 
conference.  Donated 
items may be brought 
to the conference and 
dropped off at the reg-
istration desk.   

Happy Holidays! 

Congratulations to the five 
attendees from the Hutson-
ville School District who 
were the winners of the 
SERC traveling banner at 
the November meeting. Fill 
a van and be the district to 
take home the banner after 

the January meeting.  

  Thanks to all who attended 
the November meeting and 
learned about Reading 
Rules of the Road-teaching 
fluency.  We hope to see an 
even larger crowd for our 

A few notes from the bi-
monthly board meeting: 

Here’s a chance to win 
a $100 gift certificate 
to Barnes and Noble 
while helping compile 
a bibliography of good 
books to use with 
struggling readers in 
grades 5-12.  The 
council that has the 
most members or high-
est % of members who 
respond will earn $300 
for its council’s treas-
ury.  Log on to 
www.illinoisreadingco
uncil.org and click on 
Books for Struggling 
Readers.   

YingChang Compestine 
is available for school 
visits before and after 

TWO TRIPS DOWN TO READING LAND! 

MEET YOUR OFFICERS– VICE PRESIDENT 
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      My name is now Theresa Coker because I got married on Friday, October 10th. 

On Monday, October 20th my and husband and I were blessed with our first child, 

Alana Rochelle. I received my bachelor's degree and teaching certificate in 2003 

from Eastern Illinois University and a middle school endorsement from there as 

well. This past summer I attended classes at Greenville College to obtain my 

LBS1, and was able to do so. I passed the test in September, so I am now special 

ed certified. I was able to get a Special Ed teaching position with the Lawrenceville 

school district this fall.  I enjoy reading and wish I had more time to do so. I enjoy 

spending time with family and friends and am looking forward to the IRC meet-

ings. I hope we will be able to win the awards again this year, and I encourage eve-

ryone to bring all their friends to our meetings to try to win the traveling banner! 



 

Monday 

January 26, 2009 

5:30-7:30 

Tyõs Buffet 

1065 E. Main 

Olney, IL  62450 

Roberta Sejnost will present 
an interactive workshop that 
will focus on creating a brain-
compatible classroom envi-
ronment by utilizing multiple 
intelligences and brain com-
patible strategies to foster 
learning and remembering 
across content area disci-
plines.  Her presentation will 
be for primary and interme-
diate teachers.   

 

Registration through  

ROE #12 or any  

SERC officer 

CPDUs available 

IRC/SERC 

Members  -0- 

Nonmembers $5.00 

BRAIN  COMPATIBLE  STRATEGIES   
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Roberta Sejnost received her Bachelor of Arts in English and Social Studies from 

Elmhurst College, her Master of Education in Reading from the University of Illinois at Chi-

cago and her Doctorate of Education in Curriculum and Instruction from Loyola University, 

Chicago. She is literacy and assessment consultant to Kane Countyôs Regional Office of Edu-

cation and has taught social studies, reading, and English at the secondary school level and 

courses in literacy, authentic assessment, brain-based learning, multiple intelligences, and co-

operative learning at the college level. Roberta has been a member of the board of directors 

for the International Reading Associationôs Secondary Reading Special Interest Group, as well 

as a member of the Executive Board of the Illinois Reading Council, and has served as an offi-

cer in several of the Illinois Reading Councilôs special interest groups and co-founded the Illi-

nois Title I Association. 

 A nationally recognized staff developer, Roberta is a certified trainer in Authentic As-

sessment, Brain-Based Learning, Portfolio Assessment, Multiple Intelligences, and Reading 

and Writing Across Content Areas and has presented at more than 250 educational confer-

ences across the country as well as at over 100 elementary, middle and secondary school 

across Illinois. In addition to coauthoring the text, Reading and Writing Across Content Areas, 

Dr. Sejnost was featured in the videotapes to accompany Drake Universityôs online course 

EDDL219ðReading Across the Curriculum.  In 1986, she was named Teacher of the Year in 

her district; in 1993, she was awarded the International Reading Associationôs Contribution to 

Literacy Award for the State of Illinois; in 1996 she was recognized in Whoôs Who of Ameri-

can Educators; in 2003, she was given the Reading Educator of the Year award by the Illinois 

Reading Council, and in 2007 she was awarded a Certificate of Recognition by the Illinois 

Reading Council. She currently has two books in press, Adolescent Literacy's: Effective 

Strategies for Learning and Teaching Adolescents in the Block: Strategies to Entice, Educate, 

Engage and Extend Learners.  



 

Monday 

March 30, 2009 

5:30-7:30 

Place:  TBA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for our culminating 
event of the year as we cele-
brate arrival in READING 
LAND carnival style.     

Mini sessions will be held on 
new book reviews, summer 
school reading ideas, book 
awards, including Monarch 
and Caudill awards, and grant 
writing.   

Refreshments including lem-
onade, hot dogs, cotton 
candy, popcorn and peanuts 
will be served.   

 

Registration through  

ROE #12 

CPDUs available 

IRC/SERC 

Members  -0- 

Nonmembers 

$5.00 

CARNIVAL  OF IDEAS  

2009 IRC C ONFERENCE ñM ARCH  19 - 21, 2009  
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Register online at  

Www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org!  

International Reading Associationôs 54th Annual Convention 

Beyond the Horizon  

IRAõs 54th Annual  

Convention West 

Multiple Pathways to Literacy 

 

Phoenix, Arizona 

February 21-25, 2009 

IRAõs 54th Annual 

Convention North Central 

Reading, Writing & Conversations 

 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

May 3-7, 2009 



SERC Email: 
serc@illinoigreadingcouncil.org 

 
Illinois Reading Council 

Email:  
 irc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 

 
Website:   

Www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
Toll Free Phone Number: 

1-888-454-1341 
1210 Fort Jesse Road, Suite B2 

Normal, IL  61761 

NOVEMBER 3 REGISTRATION FORM 

WEõRE ON  THE  WEB! 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
AVAILABLE  ONLINE ! 

 IRC CONFERENCE 
REGISTRATION AVAILABLE  

Diana Woods 

5065 E. Radio Tower Lane 

Olney, IL  62450 

618-843-3910 
Brain Compatible Strategies  

Presented by Roberta Sejnost 

Ty’s Buffet—1065 W. Main, Olney, IL , 5:30-7:30 p.m.   

Name:  ______________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

School District ________________________________________________________ 

Cost:  SERC members –0-     _______     Non-member  $5.00 _______ 

Registrations can be mailed to:  Diana Woods 

                                                    5065 E. Radio Tower Lane, Olney, IL  62450 

                                                    or 

                                                    Pat Burt, Regional Office of Education #12 

            Court House, Olney, IL  62450 

 


