
Also this year we will have a 
traveling banner which will 
reside in the school with the 
greatest attendance at each 
meeting.  Both members 
and nonmembers will be 
counted for the banner so 
fill your van with friends 
and come enjoy an evening 
of networking and learning.   

We look forward to seeing 
a large crowd at Ophelia’s 
Cup in Olney for our first 
meeting (see page 2).  Reg-
istration for all meetings can 
be done through Pat Burt’s 
ROE #12 office.  Members 
attend all meetings for free.  
Non-members will be 
charged $5.00 per meeting. 

See you in READING 
LAND!! 

By now you are probably 
thinking about returning to 
school and trying to fit in 
those last few  summertime 
activities.  I hope you en-
joyed the summer vacation 
and are renewed for an-
other school year.   

The officers for the South 
Eastern Reading Council 
gathered at Grand Bear 
Lodge Resort near Utica, IL 
to plan the upcoming year.  
We spent time brainstorm-
ing about possible speakers, 
locations and topics.  We 
feel that we came away with 
an excellent  slate of pro-
grams and speakers planned 
for the upcoming year.   

We would like to challenge 
all of our members to be-

come more involved with 
the reading council and to 
encourage fellow teachers 
to do the same.   

This year our theme will be 
“READING LAND”.  In-
cluded in this newsletter is a 
game board to allow you to 
work your way to READ-
ING LAND.  At the first 
meeting each member will 
receive a bracelet and a 
bead.  For each subsequent 
meeting you attend you will 
receive an additional bead.  
At the end of the year you 
will have a READ bracelet.  
We would like to encour-
age you to do as many items 
on the game board as you 
can before each meeting.  
Just maybe there will be a 
prize for those who partici-

TRAVELING TO READING LAND!! 

MEET YOUR OFFICERS 

Diana Woods has served as 
President of South Eastern 
Reading Council for the last 
two years.  She is a Title 1 
Reading Teacher at East 
Richland Elementary School 
in Olney,  where she has 
taught for 16 years.   

Diana’s husband, Kevin, is 
employed with the Dept. of 

Natural Resources.    They 
have two children, Allison, 
married and living in Penn-
sylvania and Dylan, a stu-
dent at Hanover College in 
Indiana.   

She is active in her church 
serving on the Mission 
Committee, volunteering at 
Burgin Manor Nursing 

Home and playing the piano 
for church services.   

Diana’s favorite activities 
include reading, playing 
tennis and traveling.   

 

Watch this spot next time 
when another SERC officer 
will be introduced.   
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Monday 

September 15, 2008 

5:30-7:30 

Ophelia’s Cup 

205 S. Whittle Ave. 

Olney, IL 

  

Teachers from Olney and Mt. 
Carmel will share what RtI is 
looking like in their schools.   

Time will be spent on discus-
sion, sharing and questions.  
Research based materials will 
be available to preview and 
discuss.   

 

Come prepared to share in 
the discussion and find out 
what other schools are doing 
to implement RtI.   

Registration through ROE 
#12.  CPDUs available.   

IRC /SERC  Members  -0-
Nonmembers             $5.00 

 

Roberta Sejnost will present 
an interactive workshop that 
will focus on creating a brain-
compatible classroom envi-
ronment by utilizing multiple 
intelligences and brain com-
patible strategies to foster 
learning and remembering 
across content area disci-
plines.  Her presentation will 
be for primary and intermedi-
ate teachers.     

 

Monday 

January 26, 2009 

5:30-7:30 

Ty’s Buffet 

1065 E. Main 

Olney, IL  62450 

 

 

Registration through  

ROE #12 

CPDUs available 

IRC/SERC 

Members  -0- 

Nonmembers 

$5.00 

RTI ROUNDTABLE 

BRAIN COMPATIBLE STRATEGIES  

READING RULES OF THE ROAD-TEACHING FLUENCY 

Pam Miles presents a hands 
on approach for teaching 
reading fluency.  Learn 
what fluency is and is not, 
the components of fluency 
and how they relate toward 
increasing comprehension. 
This brain-friendly ap-
proach is highly motiva-
tional, increases compre-
hension and is great fun! 

Registration through  

ROE #12 

CPDUs available 

IRC/SERC 

Members  -0- 

Nonmembers 

$5.00 

 

 

Monday 

November 3, 2008 

5:30-7:30 

Ty’s Buffet 

1065 W. Main 

Olney, IL  62450 

 

A HANDS-ON 

APPROACH FOR 

TEACHING 

READING 

FLUENCY 
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Monday 

March 30, 2009 

5:30-7:30 

Place:  TBA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for our culminating 
event of the year as we cele-
brate arrival in READING 
LAND carnival style.     

Mini sessions will be held on 
new book reviews, summer 
school reading ideas, book 
awards, including Monarch 
and Caudill awards, and grant 
writing.   

Refreshments including lem-
onade, hot dogs, cotton 
candy, popcorn and peanuts 
will be served.   

 

Registration through  

ROE #12 

CPDUs available 

IRC/SERC 

Members  -0- 

Nonmembers 

$5.00 

Newspaper in education 
Theresa Whitehead the-

whitehead06@yahoo.com 

Legislative Representa-
tive  - Vanessa Midgett 
paca@rocketmail.com 

Membership Chairman 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e —
T a m b r e e  K r o u s e 
tbkrouse@hotmail.com 

We would like to thank these 
SERC members for becoming 
Council Representatives.  
They will keep us updated on 
information from the IRC and 
the Executive Board.   

Parents & Reading Rep. 
P a t s y  W i l l i a m s 
t1tacher2003@yahoo.com 

        

If you have ideas to share or 
would like to assist with one 
of these committees, let them 
know how you can help.   

 

Ask not what your council 
can do for you, 

Ask what you can do for your 
council.   

CARNIVAL OF IDEAS 

COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 

IRC RESEARCH NETWORK 

Network will also provide 
modeling for teachers inter-
ested in initiating research 
activities with more experi-
enced faculty and teachers.  In 
addition, it will provide IRC 
members with names of peo-
ple they can contact if they 
have questions about particu-
lar topics or issues.   

To join the network, or to 
view current research,  go to 

www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org. 

Current research topics in-
clude: 

Adult and Family Liter-
acy 

Books for Struggling 
Reader—Grades 5-8 

Fluency in Silent Reading 

Promoting Reading for 
Boys 

The IRC Studies and Research 
Committee has developed a 
network to help researchers 
find others with similar inter-
ests.  This network will pro-
vide an opportunity to gain 
insight from other researchers 
and will offer the possibility 
of collaborating with those 
who are conducting, or wish 
to conduct, research in the 
same area.  The Research 

INTERESTED IN 

RESEARCH?  

  

JOIN THE IRC 

RESEARCH 

NETWORK 
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Serving 

The best way 
to become 
involved. 



 SERC Email: 
serc@illinoigreadingcouncil.org 

 
Illinois Reading Council 

Email:  
 irc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 

 
Website:   

Www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
Toll Free Phone Number: 

1-888-454-1341 
1210 Fort Jesse Road, Suite B2 

Normal, IL  61761 

requirements of the 
honor council program 

As president of your reading 
council, it was an honor to 
receive these three awards.  
Many people contributed 
towards the completion of 
requirements for each award.  
During the upcoming year 
we will continue to strive to 
reach the same goals and 
work towards a repeat rec-
ognition of our council.   

 

It Can Be Done 

The man who misses all the 
fun 

Is he who says, “It can’t be 
done.”  

During the 2007-2008 year 
South Eastern Reading 
Council was awarded three 
different awards.   

1. The International Read-
ing Association com-
mended South Eastern 
Reading Council for 5 
years’ contribution to-
ward the promotion of 
reading instruction. 

2. The Council of Excel-
lence Award, given by 
the Illinois Reading 
Council, was received 
for completion of Excel-
lence Award require-
ments 

3. The International Honor 
Council was present ed 
to us for meeting all 

In solemn pride he stands 
aloof 

And greets each venture with 
reproof. 

Had he the power he’d efface 

The history of the human 
race; 

We’d have no radio or mo-
tor cars, 

No streets lit by electric 
starts;  

No telegraph nor telephone, 

We’d linger in the age of 
stone. 

The world would  sleep if 
things were run 

By men who say, “It can’t be 
done.” 

SERC AWARDS 

WEõRE ON  THE  WEB! 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
AVAILABLE  ONLINE ! 

 IRC CONFERENCE 
REGISTRATION AVAILABLE  ON  

THE  WEB! 

Diana Woods 

5065 E. Radio Tower Lane 

Olney, IL  62450 

618-843-3910 


