
The days of summer are 

fading fast and before we 

know it leaves  will be falling.  

I hope everyone has had an 

enjoyable summer and 

found time to relax, enjoy 

friends and read some good 

books.  I know I have accom-

plished all of the above this 

summer. 

The SERC officers, along 

with three SERC members, 

attended the annual IRC 

Leadership Retreat in July 

and begin making plans for 

the upcoming year.  We 

think you will like the 

changes we have made for 

our meetings and the new 

ideas we are trying.  Please 

let us know what you think 

of the changes.  

This year three of our four 

meetings will include meals.  

Two meetings will be held at 

the recently remodeled Holi-

day Motel in Olney.  One 

meeting will be held at Ty’s 

Buffet also in Olney.   Each 

meeting will be free of 

charge for SERC members, 

with non-members paying 

$5.00 to attend.  All atten-

dees will be responsible for 

paying for her/his own meal.  

Since meals are being pro-

vided we are asking you to 

make reservations in ad-

vance if at all possible.   

Our final meeting of the year 

will be author Alice McGinty. 

You might want to begin lo-

cating some of her books 

and sharing them with your 

students.   

Hoping to see you in Sep-

tember.      Diana Woods 

President’s Corner 

Teaching Authors Available to Share at your School 

Six children’s authors who also 

teach writing are interested in 

visiting your school the week of 

March 14, 2010.  Check out 

t h e i r  g r o u p  b l o g , 

www.TeachingAuthors.com for 

more information.   

To arrange a school visit with 

one of the authors, please con-

tact them directly: 

April Halprin Wayland - aprilway-

land@aol.com 

C a r m e l a  M a r t i n o —

carmela@carmelamartino.com 

E s t h e r  H e r s h e n h o r n —

esthersh@aol.com 

Jeanne Marie Grunwell Ford—

JMGrunw@aol.com 

J o A n n  E a r l y  M a c k e n —

macken@wi.rr.com 

M a r y  A n n  R o d m a n —

mary_ann_rodman@hotmail.com

“The person who DOES NOT read is no better off than a person who CANNOT read.”  Mark Twain 
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Books, Bites, and Sites        

                      Monday, January 25, 2010 

                    5:30-7:30 

                    East Richland Elementary Library and Computer Lab 

1001 N. Holly Road,  Olney IL 

SERC Members will gather to share books and web-sites specific to reading comprehension strategies. 

Bring a book or website to share.  We will spend time in the computer lab previewing sites and sharing 

ideas.    

Sandwiches, chips, and drinks will be provided. 

Members: $0  /  Non-Members: $5 

Illinois Author  - Alice McGinty 

Monday, April 12, 2010 

Meal 5:30-6:10        Speaker 6:15-7:30 

Holiday Motel, Rt. 50 and Rt. 130, Olney, IL 

Buffet meal $10.00 

"Language is like music, each word with its own sound, rhythm, and meaning. When I write, 

I play with words and ideas, and put them together to create something exciting and new!" 

Alice McGinty 

In addition to her author presentation, Alice McGinty will talk about using biographies in  content area 

instruction.  

Members: $0  /  Non-Members: $5 

Reservations contact:  Tambree Krouse at tkrouse@hotmail.com 

IRC:  Lighting the Way to Literacy 

 Conference Preview 2010      March 18-20, 2010 

Authors:  Jan Brett, David Wiesner, Joan Bauer, Will Hobbs, Gail Carson Levin, Eric A. Kimmel, 

Andrew Clements Mary Amato, Sarah Weeks, Pam Munoz Ryan 

Professionals:  Linda Hoyt, Debbie Diller, Cris Tovani, Kathy Collins, Peter Johnston 

Illinois ’  Own:  Joy Russell, Tom Lindsay, Pam Nelson, Audrey Edwards, Linda Reven 
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RtI: Using Best Practices to Meet the Needs of All Learners  

 

Monday, September 21, 2009 

Meal 5:30-6:10,        Speaker 6:15-7:30 

Holiday Motel, Rt. 50 and Rt. 130, Olney, IL 

Meal will be chicken stir fry, salad bar, and drink for $10.00  

 

Crystal Anderson will share implementation ideas for small group and individualized intervention. 

Teachers will learn how to use data to make instructional decisions, manage problem solving 

groups and authentically progress monitor students. 

Members: $0  /  Non-Members: $5 

Reservations contact:  Tambree Krouse at tkrouse@hotmail.com 

Vocabulary Strategies for Content Area Studies 

Monday, November 9, 2009 

Meal 5:30-6:10,       Speaker 6:15-7:30 

Ty’s Buffet, 1065 W. Main, Olney, IL   

Buffet will be available for $9.93 

 

Susan Cisna  will present vocabulary activities and strategies that will allow students to remember 

even the most difficult terms as they read their content area texts. 

Members: $0  /  Non-Members: $5 

Reservations contact:  Tambree Krouse at tkrouse@hotmail.com 

Cpdus and door prizes available at each meeting.  

Good children’s literature appeals not only to the child in the adult, but to the adult in the child.  

~Anonymous~ 



Diana Woods 

5065 E. Radio Tower Lane 

Olney, IL  62450 

SERC email-

serc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 

 

Illinois Reading Council 

Email:  

 irc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 

 

Website:   

Www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org 

 

State and Local Council of the  

International Reading Association 

www.reading.org 

W EõRE  ON  THE  W EB !  

M EMBERSHIP  RENEWAL  AVAILABLE  

ONLINE !  

 IRC C ONFERENCE  REGISTRATION  

AVAILABLE  ON  THE  WEB !  

Additional Opportunities 

The Robinson Delta Kappa Gamma Chapter invites you to attend their October 17, 2009 meeting at the 

Next Chapter Bookstore in Robinson, IL.  Brunch begins at 9:00 a.m. for $6.50.  A roundtable discus-

sion with 4-5 local authors will begin at 9:30 a.m.  The authors will discuss what inspired them to write, 

how to find a publisher, and other helpful advice.  They will also have their books available for purchase.   

 

Thinkin’ and Inkin’ About Lincoln    A state-wide literacy project invitation from ICARE (An IRC Literacy 

Support Grant Funded Project) 

Join IRC and ICARE in commemorating the 200th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s birth.  Your class is 

invited to submit a manuscript reflecting information and images about Abraham Lincoln.  Your manu-

script may use any text/image format to help students in Illinois and other state learn about Abraham 

Lincoln.  Manuscript entries are due January 18, 2010. For project details and to register to participate, 

please follow the links to the ICARE Thinkin’ and Inkin’ About Lincoln project at 

www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org. 

 

Illinois Title 1 Association—  Did you know there is an association specifically for Title 1 teachers?   

Check out  information about this association at www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org under the Special Inter-

est councils. 

 

 


