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October 14, 2009: Building Lifetime Readers  

with Steven Layne 

January 21, 2010: Wine Tasting and Book Talks 

April 21, 2010: Linking Literacy to Technology 

From Your Co-Presidentsõ Desks: 

 It seems so cliché to write about having a restful and refreshing summer. Par-

ticularly because, I am writing this letter Labor Day weekend, and after only a week 

and half of school, I no longer feel rested and refreshed ð I feel overwhelmed and 

exhausted. It is always amazing how fast that transformation happens.  

 For those of you who are feeling overwhelmed and exhausted too, our first 

speaker this year, Steven Layne, will definitely inspire you to move forward with your 

year. Steven Layne, a motivational speaker and childrenõs book author, with be speaking 

at our first General Meeting about, òSuccessful Strategies for Building Lifetime Read-

ersó. We are very excited to be hosting Steven Layne at Benedictine University, on 

Wednesday October 14 th  in collaboration with Kappa Delta Pi - Benedictineõs Interna-

tional Education Honorary Society.  

 In conjunction with Steven Layneõs presentation, PARC is holding it Annual 

Membership Drive. A free book light will be given to both the PARC Member and the 

new member, when any PARC member brings a friend that signs up to join PARC at the 

event. Also, members will receive a punch card to enter a raffle for a $150 book bas-

ket at our last meeting of the year. Members who attend all three meetings and get 

their cards punch will be eligible to enter the raffle.  

 If Steven Layneõs presentation doesnõt leave you feeling refreshed and in-

spired, then perhaps our Winter Event and General Meeting will do the trick. Prairie 

Area Reading Council will be hosting its Second Annual Wine Tasting and Book Talk 

with Andersonõs Bookshop at the Lisle Hilton on Thursday, January 21st . Enjoy a glass 

of red and/or white wine with appetizers while listening to Kathleen Marsh fill us in on 

the latest and greatest childrenõs books from kindergarten through high school, along 

with a few fun choices for adults to read. Kathleen always picks winners!  

 We will end the year with a presentation on Linking Literacy to Technology at 

Marquardt District 15 Administrative Office on Wednesday, April 21. The presenter 

will explore Web -based programs that will assist you in offering a balanced literacy 

program that not only includes literature to develop critical thinking skills, but hyper-

media/hypertext (like blogs and wikiõs) to prepare students to communicate in our com-

plex global society.  

 Donõt forget to mark you calendars for the IRC Annual Conference in Spring-

field from March 18 th  through the 20 th. The theme this year is, òLighting the Way to 

Literacyó and the line-up of speakers for the conference this year is awesome! You 

wonõt want to miss it. As an extra treat, the International Reading Association will be 

hosting its Annual Conference here in Chicago the end of April.  

 We welcome any ideas or feedback on ways that PARC can continue to serve 

your needs, and look forward to seeing you at the meetings this year.  

Cindy Gerwin     Melissa Love 



 PRAIRIE AREA READING COUNCIL 

At our October , meeting, we will be collecting school 

supplies for our Family Shelter Community Project.   

Pencils, pens, paper, folders, crayons, rulers and other 

In July, Cindy Gerwin and Joyce Jeweek participated in 
IRCõs Leadership Retreat.  This retreat allowed the 
officers to plan for PARCõs programs this year and 
next year!  The participants learned about grants and 
awards that are available.  During the retreat, Cindy 
and Joyce developed a Membership Drive Plan.  Below 
are pictures from their award winning plan!  PARC 
received $100 for their idea!  This $100 plus the a $100 
membership grant allowed PARC to  purchase book 
lites.  These book lites will be used as part of the mem-
bership drive and for door prizes at meetings!  Way to 
go Cindy and Joyce! 

Elections for PARC Board members were held at the April 15th  

meeting. 

Your new officers are:  

Co-Presidents: Cindy Gerwin & Melissa Love 

Co-Presidents-Elect: Joyce Jeweek & Lisa Diecks 

Treasurer: Adrienne Murphy 

Secretary: Kelly Neylon 

Co-Membership Chairs: Jenn Woods & Sandi Ridker 

Vice-President: Vacant 

Readers Theater 

By Melissa Love 

I had the wonderful opportunity to attend a Readers Theater this summer sponsored by Andersonõs Bookstore 
and presented at  North Central College.  The stars of the event included  Avi, Sarah Weeks, Brian Selsnik and 
Pam Munoz Ryan.  The cast of four presented excerpts from their works of literature to delight and inspire the 
audience.  Following the performance the authors were available to autograph their books.  The authors have 
put together a traveling troupe performing readers theater across the country. For more information on the 
Authors Readers Theater go to their website at: http://www.authorsreaderstheatre.com/.  There is a wealth of 
information on their website including information about the authors, their schedule of performances, sample 
programs, photos and many resources to assist you in creating your own readers theater.  What better way to 
encourage your students to read, than to bring the literature to life! 

http://www.authorsreaderstheatre.com/


  

Submitted by Joyce Jeewek  

 

Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.  

~Helen Keller  

 

Welcome to a new school year!  The PARC board has been busy this summer organizing some fantastic meetings for the 2009-
2010 year.  PARC is happy to announce that at the leadership conference in July sponsored by the IRC, PARC received first 
place for their membership idea.  One goal this year is to increase membership, and to help we have provided an incentive to 
join.  Bring a friend or co-worker to the fall meeting, and if that person joins PARC you BOTH will receive a free book 
light sporting the PARC logo.  Itõs that simple.  We are looking for each member to extend personal invitations to potential 
new members.  Ask new teachers in your buildings, media specialists, reading teachers, grade-level colleagues, principals, parents-
everyone associated with children and learning. 

 

PARC is excited to have childrenõs author Steven Layne speak at our first membership meeting on Wednesday, Oct.14, 2009 at 
4:30 PM at Benedictine University.  This is a perfect time to bring a friend.  If the book light incentive isnõt enough PARC is also 
offering a $150.00 book basket offer.  Any member who attends ALL three meetings this year will be eligible to win a 
$150.00 book basket.  You will be able to choose books that match your classroom needs. 

 

Earlier this year you received a Save the Date notice, so hopefully you have already marked your calendars for Wine Tasting and Book 
Talk with Andersonõs Bookstore at the Lisle Hilton in January and Technology in Education in April.  So why join PARCéthatôs 
easyéTop Reasons to be a member of PARC: 

 

*Steven Layne, childrenõs author and presenter, & IRC member 

*Free PARC book light 

*Wine Tasting & Book Talk 

*Technology in Education Presentation 

*Chance to win a $150.00 book basket for your classroom 

 

Enjoy the year! 

Coming together is a beginning. Keeping together is progress. Working together is success. - Henry Ford 

BOOKS FOR BABIES IS NOTHING TO CRY ABOUT! 

 

The Books for Babies program has been a huge success. This program is co-sponsored by PARC and 
the Downers Grove Rotary Club with the books being distributed by the DuPage Medical Group on 
Highland Avenue. The book kits are given to the parents during their childõs well-baby visit before the 
childõs first birthday. Each kit has a board book for the baby and materials for the parents to read that 
emphasizes the importance of reading to their child. The value of reading to their child eary and often  

is also reinforced by the doctors and nurses at the time the kit is distributed. The medical staff has told us that the 
parents love òBabyõs First Library Cardó which the parents can trade in for an actual library 
card. 

 

Our Rotary Club colleague, Mark Grippando, has invited us to present the project at an Octo-
ber meeting, which we are looking forward to. Our hope is that the Books for Babies project 
will be able to deliver the gift of literacy to even more children in the future. 



Kelly Neylon 

Meadowview School 

2525 Mitchell Drive 

Woodridge , IL 60517 

www.neylonk@woodridge68.org 

 

Prair ie Area Reading Counci l 

If you have never said "Excuse me" to 

a parking meter or bashed your shins 

on a fireplug, you are probably  

wasting too much valuable reading 

time.    
 

 

~Sherri Chasin Calvo  



Wednesday, October 14, 2009  

Krasa Student Center, Benedictine University  
5700 College Rd Lisle IL 60532  

Registration and Dinner begins at 4:30p  

Speaker 5:30 - 7p 

DIRECTIONS: Take I -355 

to the MAPLE AVENUE 

exit. Proceed WEST on 

Maple Avenue approx. 2 

miles to COLLEGE AVE. 

Turn SOUTH on College. 

Enter Benedictine at first 

traffic light (Main En-

trance). Use PARKING 

LOT F.  

 

Registration Deadline:  Friday, October 2, 2009 
Cost includes dinner and speaker. 

Cost:     �†$15.00 members     �†$18.00 Non-members,     �†$10 students 

Please make your check payable to: Prairie Area Reading Council 

Mail this form & check to:    Jennifer Woods    

      c/o Puffer School 

      2220 Haddow Ave., Downers Grove, IL 60515 

 Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Home /cell Phone: _________________________ School Phone: _______________________________ 

District and School:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

MAIN ENTRANCE  

KRASA CENTER 


