
January 2010 

P
ra

ir
ie

 A
re

a
 R

e
a

d
in

g
 C

o
u

n
c
il

 

G
R

O
W

T
H

 
T

H
R

O
U

G
H

 
L

I
T

E
R

A
C

Y
 

From Your Co-Presidentsõ Desk: 

We must be the change we wish to see in the world.  

Mahatma Gandhi 

After attending Steven Layneõs inspiring presentation in October, the above quote by Ma-

hatma Gandhi comes to mind, òWe must be the change we wish to see in the world.ó  

As Co-President of PARC, I have had the opportunity to talk with many teachers from 

various districts, and I feel I am not alone when I say there has been an overwhelming 

amount of change going on in schools all over the state. But, is the change we are enduring 

really the change we, as literacy professionals, believe is best for our students? Response 

to Intervention, using data and formative assessments to drive instruction and teaching 

comprehension strategies are all important. However, as Steven Layne said, the skills in-

volved in reading are only half of the literacy circle. We must not neglect the other half 
which is equally as important ð the will to read!  

Lately, I feel like I am drowning in meetings discussing assessments, data and comprehen-

sion skills. If I am feeling like the life is being drained from my teaching, how must my 

students feel? The sheer volume of surface structure reading, which includes activities, 

worksheets, strategies, skills, tests and much more, is also literally drowning our students 

in reading, and when they come up for air, students no longer want to enter the reading 

waters again. Schools need to encircle students with both the skill and the will to read by 

refocusing on the goal of creating lifetime readers through the use of authentic reading 

materials that teach deep structure, engaging students socially, and creating meaningful 

pleasurable  reading experiences. As the New Year begins, take a minute to reflect on your 

literacy instruction and ask yourself:  would you want to read if you had to do what we ask 

our students to do during our literacy instruction everyday? If your answer no, try to find 

a few minutes in your busy schedule to rethink how you can change your instruction to pro-

mote a lifelong love of reading.  

Kelly Gallagher states in his book Readicide, schooltime reading has become a mundane and 

often unpleasant activity for many young readers; therefore, although students learn to 

read, they become aliterate, choosing instead not to read. We need to find the strength 

and the courage to continuing fighting for our studentõs literacy survival, and not let the 

swirling waters of change engulf them. We must fight to reach the life preservers by de-

veloping cultures of literacy for both teachers and students that encourage a lifelong love 

of literacy. We must be the voice that advocates for change. We must be the change we 

wish to see in the literacy world.  

 

Cindy Gerwin     Melissa Love 

Co-President      Co-President  

Next PARC Meeting:  Wine Tasting and Book Talks 

With Kathleen March from Andersonõs Bookshop 

January 21, 2010 

Registration inside, deadline January 11, 2010 



 PRAIRIE AREA READING COUNCIL 

The Prairie Area Reading Council hosted Childrenõs Author and Educational Speaker, Steven Layne, at 
Benedictine University on Oct. 14th.  In partnership with the University, PARC collaborated with Kappa 
Delta Pi, a professional educational organization for honor students.  Faculty and students attended this 
presentation and gathered wonderful ideas from Steven Layneõs passionate presentation.   

Here are some comments from these Benedictine University students. 

Steven Layne was intriguing and full of ideas.  I loved to hear his ideas on how to make reading fun and 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  L ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǊŜŀŘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΦς 
Mandy Carvelli 

Steven Layne had many interesting ideas to enhance reading in a classroom.  I was very surprised and excited to win the 

membership to the International Reading Council present by the Prairie Area Reading Council.ð Daniel Ponce 

òSteven Layne is a captivating and inspirational speaker.  I left the event excited about being a teacher. ð 
Katelyn Mains 

I was so inspired when I left the conference with Steven Layne.  I immediately could not wait until I was a 
teacher so I can inspire my students to read!- Sarah Winckowski 

I really enjoyed the Golden Bookshelf idea and the morning reading café ideas.  These activities promote a 
love of reading in students.  I believe a love for reading goes a long way in helping students learn.  Steven 
Layne inspired me and gave me several exciting ideas for my own future classroom.ð Mike Loszach 

Todayôs meaningful experience only happened because I attend Stevenôs Layneôs presentation at Benedictine. I 
loved watching him and getting great ideas from him, but I never thought I would use his ideas so soon. Within a 
week I was already making a connection with my experience to this theory. This was a really cool experience for me 
because it felt as if a light bulb when off! I was then able to explain to that child that it is OK to read books over and 
over again. What I did not explain was that the purpose reading them over and over is to build confidence and 

fluency.ï Karissa Povlsen 

If you touch a rock,  

you touch the past. 

 

If you touch a flower,  

you touch the present. 

 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ 
then you touch the future. 

 
 

 ~William Wong    

      Steven Layne Visits Benedictine University 



  

Presidentõs Professional Picks 
Readicide: How School Are Killing Reading and What You Can Do About It  by Kelly Gallagher is a testament 

to how schools are systematically killing the love of reading. The book speaks about an important issue facing 

todayõs school, provides some research to support the message and offers suggestions to reverse the ef-

fects of readicide. Although sometimes a little redundant, the book is a quick read and well worth the time. 

Kelly Gallagher is also presenting at IRCõs Annual Conference in Springfield March of 2010.  

                                      

 

Steven Layneõs book Igniting a Passion for Reading: Successful Strategies for Building Lifetime Readers  pro-

vides additional ideas for taking the next steps to prevent readicide and ignite the passion for reading in 

your students. Layne provides lots of quick and easy ideas to implement in your classroom that will motivate 

students to increase their reading for pleasure. Steven Layne will also be at both IRC in Springfield March 

of 2010.  

Ms. Gwen Cortez, an eighth grade student in Woodridge, IL wrote book reviews for an English assignment.  The newslet-
ter editor, a former teacher of Gwenõs, thought a middle school readerõs perspective might be of interest to our readers. 

The Adoration of Jenna Fox 

Jenna wakes up from a year long coma and is lost. She only has flashes of memory, and her family 
wonõt tell her anything. She canõt walk right, and she has nightmares of her time in the coma. She hears 
voices in her head of her friends, but she doesnõt know why no one has come to welcome her back 
from her coma. What is going on? 

Author Mary Pearson captures a story of reconstruction, friendship, discovery, and yes, even love. 
With a sci-fi twist, this book is a wonderful, heartfelt book on realizing who you are and who you want 
to be. It shows you just how much of a blessing life is, and what real life truly is. This is a book to 
make you cry and laugh at the same time, and it leaves you with a feeling of lovely sadness. 

~Gwen Cortez 
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go to save someone 
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Her gift is a curse in 
more ways than one.  

Graceling 

Kasta has a gift. A grace. But unlike the implication in the name, the Graced are feared 
and exploited. And her grace is the worst. It is the grace of killing. She does her uncleõs 
dirty work, punishing people who do not like his rule, or donõt pay their tribute. She 
hates it and her uncle, so she runs an underground resistance. On a mission, she meets 
Po. Po is also a graceling, but his grace is fighting. With his gift, he is able to challenge  
Kasta to a fight, and before long a bond forms between them. So when a plot emerges 
to overthrow  all government in the seven kingdoms, they band together to fight it.  

Kristin Cashore  brings Kasta, a girl turned monster to life, and writes a fantasy filled 
with horror, tragedy, and romance. It shows you how faint the line is between right and 
wrong, and proves that everyone needs help sometimes, even when you might not 
think you do.      ~Gwen Cortez 


