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From your Co-Presidentsõ Desk 

 BRRR!! Winter has certainly arrived in northern Illinois! To warm us up on 
these cold winter days, we have the thought of the upcoming January PARC meeting. 
On Thursday, January 22 from 7-8:30 PM, PARC will be holding an After the Holidayõs 
Stress Buster. We invite you to come and curl up with a glass of wine and a good book 
with us at the Lisle Hilton! We will be having Antipasto Hors dõOeuvres ð Italian meats, 
cheeses and marinated vegetables. And Kathleen from Andersonõs will be book talking 
books at all levels.  What better way to spend a winter evening?  Look inside for more 
information about registration. 

 If winter is here, can spring be far behind? Even now, we can look forward to 
tulips, robins and é Candice Fleming speaking at our spring meeting on Wednesday, 
April 15th at Meadowview School in Woodridge, watch for more information in our 
spring newsletter. 

  Last, Sandi and I would both hope that your holidays were filled with fun, fam-
ily and friends. And that you are feeling rested, relaxed and ready to face the challenges 
of the rest of the year. 

    See you at the Hilton! 

    Sandi and June 

Clip art from: http://www.vickiblackwell.com/makingbooks/ Check it out! Itõs great! 

 

Winter program ñ January 22nd 

Spring program ñ April 15th  

So Much To Do, So Little Time  

By Cindy Gerwin, Co-President -Elect  

 

With the hectic pace of todayõs society, it is easy to understand why the majority 

of our members donõt attend the three meetings held each year by PARC. Person-

ally, as much as I love teaching, it drains me by the end of the day. Then I go home to fulfill my 

two other full - time jobs that I love:  being a mom and a wife. Rarely is there time for me. So, I 

know how difficult it can be to muster the time and the energy to attend another meeting in an 

already jammed packed day. But, I have found that the friendships I have developed and the 

lessons I have learned through PARC, help to fill me back up so I can continue to do my best 

teaching. We hope that you will join us this January for the PARC Meeting. We have included a 

little òme timeó for each of you in the form of wine tasting, and a little òteacher timeó in the 

form of updates on the latest books from Andersonõs Bookstore. Not only do we hope to see you 

at the meeting, on Thursday, January 22 from 7 -8:30p, but reading after all, is really a social 

activity, so be social, bring a new friend. Curl up with a glass of wine and a good book!  

http://www.vickiblackwell.com/makingbooks/


 PRAIRIE  AREA READING COUNCIL  

No, I am not referring to the classic piece of literature by Charles Dickens. Instead, I am referring to what educa-

tional professionals expect from their students, and how our expectations affect both our studentõs academic per-

formance and our professional growth has educators.  

 

I am a second year fifth grade classroom teacher at a Title I elementary school in the western suburbs; therefore, I 

have several struggling readers as well as several English Language Learners (ELL) who have difficulties with fluency 

and comprehension. Last year, I tried using Literature Circles in my daily reading curriculum, and was not entirely 

pleased with the results. Generally, students were still not terribly enthusiastic about reading, and the discussions 

were shallow. Since my ultimate reading goal as a classroom teacher is to inspire a lifelong love of reading in my stu-

dents, my studentõs reaction to the Literature Circles left me feeling that I had fallen short of my ultimate goal. 

 

This year, when my class seemed interested in the Caudill books after the book talk our new LMC Director gave about 

a month ago, I decided to try Literature Circles again using the Caudill books. Many of my students checked out a 

Caudill book immediately following the talk, and several of my struggling readers also expressed a desire to try to 

read a Caudill. Books on the Caudill list are excellent books, but are often challenging to read and comprehend, so I 

was nervous about the ability of many of my students to read, understand and enjoy a Caudill book. Many teachers 

would have dismissed the Caudill books from the selection options for their struggling readers, and I have to admit I 

have also been guilty of using reading data to lower my expectations for many of my students. But, their initial excite-

ment took me down a different path. What if, instead of dismissing the Caudill books from their choices, I come up 

with a way to support their reading so they could successfully read a Caudill book?  

 

After reading several research articles this past summer supporting the use of audio books for ELL students and 

struggling readers to improve fluency and comprehension, I decided to have my ELL students and struggling readers 

read the book while listening to the an audio version. Compiling all the books and audio books necessary to begin the 

Literature Circles was not an easy task. Many of the local libraries had the Caudill books checked out to patrons with 

long waiting lists, or limited the number of Caudill books that could be checked out to one Caudill book at a time. So, 

our LMC Director, the Literacy Support and ELL teachers assigned to my class, a fifth grade teammate and I visited 

10 local libraries to collect enough books and audio books to begin the Literature Circles. I also personally purchased a 

copy of all the Caudill books, as well as several on CD. I shared with my class the challenges we faced in collecting 

enough books for the Literature Circles, and the excitement I felt just by overcoming these initial challenges. I told 

them, they must be awesome books, since there were so difficult to obtain.  

  

What happened next, I never expected. My lowest reading group that was reading Gossamer by Lois Lowry included 

struggling readers (whom I usually have to coax into reading) whom were now begging to read more everyday and shar-

ing with me vocabulary they learned while reading. Since they were reading the book while listening to the audio book, 

the audio greatly reduced issues they had with comprehension due to lack of fluency. Another struggling group of 

readers listened to the podcast of Wolf Brother  by Michelle Paver. To complete the number of pages that needed to 

be read the first few days, they read while listening to the podcast for over an hour at a time, and then offered to 

come in at recess. During Literature Circle discussions for The Invention of Hugo  Cabret  by Brian Selznick, an outside 

observer would have thought my students were yelling at me, because they were so excited to discuss the book that 

their voices continually raised several decibels. Cornelia and the Audacious Escapades of the Somerset Sisters  by 

Lesley M.M. Blume required some Kleenex boxes for the tears that were shed. And, Rules by Cynthia Lord generated 

an incredibly meaningful discussion of how we treat other people, especially those that are not like ourselves. Finally, 

Oh Rats! The Story of Rats and People  by Albert Marrin was an incredibly fun, slightly gross, book perfect for a fifth 

grade read aloud.  

 

Great Expectations  

By Cindy Gerwin, Co - President - Elect  



  

I am convinced of several things, that my struggling readers and ELL students would not have experienced the suc-

cess they did thereby filling them with a sense of confidence and enthusiasm about reading had it not been for the 

support that the audio books provided. Part of the incredible excitement in my classroom was generated because the 

Literacy Support teacher, the ELL teacher and I had been reading, and completing the Reading Response Journals, 

right along with the students. We were only allowed to read a set number of pages each day, so the Literature Circle 

conversations would not be compromised by someone who had read ahead. But, we have all confessed to cheating and 

reading ahead in the book, because the suspense was too much to wait until the next day.  

 

I have learned many lessons from this experience with my teammates and students. I have learned that even though 

we must explicitly teach such things as fluency and comprehension strategies, those lessons fall on deaf ears if a stu-

dent is not truly excited about reading. I was reminded of my ultimate goal as educator, to create lifelong readers by 

generating an excitement about reading and a love of books. I have learned never to underestimate my struggling 

readers; it is amazing what the human spirit can accomplish when the desire is there to learn, and my job is to help 

each of my students reach beyond their boundaries. Our expectations should be great. And, when we combine great 

expectations with our passion and enthusiasm for books, the excitement generated is contagious. I canõt wait to read 

more books with my students.  

 

 

 

 

WINNERS! 

At our October meeting, a drawing was held 
for two registrations for PARC members who 
have never attended the Illinois Reading 
Council Conference.  Two new members to 
PARC, Cheryl Gersch and Rosemary Turley 
both from Meadowview School, were the 
winners.   

These registrations were awarded in honor of 
JoAnn Weston, a PARC member and, a retired 
teacher from the district where our two win-
ners are employedñWoodridge District 68.  
The monies for these registrations come from 
the disbanded Suburban Council of Reading 
Specialists where which JoAnn served as a 
board member.  When the council disbanded 
the councilõs funds were sent to IRC with the 
stipulation that two registrations for the 
March IRC Conference would be awarded to 
two PARC members at the PARC meeting in 
October 2008.   

Lynne Raucher-Davoust, former PARC board 
member and current PARC member worked 
tirelessly for SCRS for many years.  Lynne was 
on hand at the October meeting to pick the 
names of the lucky winners! 

Congratulations Cheryl Gersch and Rosemary 
Turley!  ENJOY the Conference! 

PARC continues to serve the 

community in different ways.  

The first is with a partner-

ship with the Rotary Club and Books for Babies!  Ro-

tary International donated $300 to purchase books 

for babies in partnership with PARC.  The PARC 

board matched that amount for a total of $600!  

Each kit, which costs about $6.00, includes books for 

a baby and adult information.  With the Rotary dona-

tion and PARCõs donation, we will be able to purchase 

at least 100 kits for new babies in the PARC service 

area! 

Another way PARC serves the community is by donat-

ing books to the Family Shelter.  PARC donated $100 

worth of books and gave them to those being ser-

viced through the Family Shelter.  Many children will 

have a brighter holiday with these books.  

Community Service Projects  



Kelly Neylon 

Meadowview School 

2525 Mitchell Drive 

Woodridge , IL 60517 

www.neylonk@woodridge68.org 

 

Prair ie  Area Reading Counci l  

 

Let books be your dining table, 

And you shall be full of delights  

Let them be your mattress 

And you shall sleep restful nights.  

~Author Unknown 



Curl Up with A Glass of Wine and 

A Good Book! 
Dminx fnnc vhmd+ knudkx @msho`rsn Gnqr côNdtuqdr `mc gd`q

about the newest books at all levels from   

J`sgkddm L`qbg ne @mcdqrnmôr Annjrgno 

@mcdqrnmôr vhkk `krn ad rdkkhmf sgd shskdr `s ` chrbntmsdc

price for teachers!   

Thursday, January 22nd, 2009 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Lisle Hilton Hotel, 3003 Corporate West Drive, Lisle 

Register by Monday, January 12, 2009 

We will be collecting school supplies for our Family 

Shelter Community Project.   

Pencils, pens, paper, folders, crayons, rulers and other 

school supplies would be greatly appreciated.   

 

Registration Deadline:  Monday, January 12, 2009 

Cost includes wine and Hors dõOeuvres 

Members: $8.00 Nonð members $10.00 

Please make your check payable to: Prairie Area Reading Council 

Mail this form & check to:    Jennifer Woods    

      c/o Puffer School 

      2220 Haddow Ave., Downers Grove, IL 60515 

 Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone: _________________________ School Phone: _______________________________ 

District and School:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________ 



Celebrate Abraham Lincolnõs Bicentennial on February 12, 2009 
To honor Lincolnôs 200th anniversary of his birth, there are many new books about his life along with a great web-
site sponsored by the Library of Congress and hosted by NCSA and the Institute for Computing in Humanities, 
Arts and Social Science at University of Illinois.  The web address is: http://www.abrahamlincoln200.org/
default.aspx. 
  Also C-Span is hosting a year of special programs to honor our 16th president (http://www.c-span.org/
lincoln200years/). 
These websites offer a wealth of resources for teachers.  
PARC is honored to have Candace Fleming at our April 15, 2009 meeting.  Be sure to check out her latest book, 
The Lincolns: a scrapbook look at Abraham and Mary. The book is written in scrapbook format taking the reader 
through the extraordinary lives of Abraham and Mary. For complete information about her book and to read 
starred reviews go to her website at: http://www.candacefleming.com/index.html 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other new titles celebrating Lincoln: 

Abe Lincoln crosses a creek : a tall, thin tale (introducing his forgotten frontier friend ) by Deborah Hopkin-

son 

In Knob Creek, Kentucky, in 1816, seven-year-old Abe Lincoln falls into a creek and is rescued by his best friend, 

Austin Gollaher. 

Abraham Lincoln comes home by Robert Burleigh 

This is the tale of Lincolnôs Funeral Train which traveled over 1600 miles from Washington to Springfield,Il.  This 

story demonstrates the magnitude of loss felt by many Americans across the country. The story is supported by an 

afterword and interesting facts about the trainôs journey. 

 

Submitted by Melissa Love 

http://www.abrahamlincoln200.org/default.aspx
http://www.abrahamlincoln200.org/default.aspx
http://www.c-span.org/lincoln200years/
http://www.c-span.org/lincoln200years/
http://www.candacefleming.com/index.html

