
Greetings Members! 

The days grow shorter and 
the weather colder, but itõs 
always a good time to curl 
up with a good book!  I 
hope you have a great list of 
reading materials for your 
holiday reading!  If not, you 
might want to check out the 
two reviews inside this 
newsletter.  Take time for 
yourself and enjoy the holi-
days with 
your 
friends and 
family. 
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Community Service Project 

PARC will continue to collect 
for the Family Shelter Service 
at our meeting in January.  
Please remember to bring 
helpful school supplies such 
as: markers, pens and pencils, 
rulers, folders, glue sticks, 
backpacks, and writing jour-
nals 

A second project we are 
working on for the holiday 
season is to purchase a box 
of books for the shelter.  
These will be new books 
the residents of the shel-

ter will be able to read.  We 
will be choosing books for a 
variety of grade levels. 

The Books for Babies project 
mentioned in the September 
newsletter will be researched 
this year and begin next 
school year.  Look for that 
information in the fall. 

Have you readé.Proust and the Squid: the story and science 
of the reading brain by Maryanne Wolf? 

The book begins:  òWe were 

never born to read. Human beings 

invented reading only a few thou-

sand years ago. And with this 

invention, we rearranged the very 

organization of our brain, which 

in turn expanded the ways we were 

able to think, which altered the 

intellectual evolution of our species. 

Reading is one of the single most 

remarkable inventions in history; 

the ability to record history is one 

of its consequences.ó 

 Beginning with an explanation 

of how the human brain 

evolved and adapted itself to 

become able to read, Wolf 

offers a history of the written 

word that concludes with the 

progress of alphabet-based 

languages. Wolf's goes on to  

describe how children learn to 

read from social, psychologi-

cal, and neurological perspec-

tives. She illustrates how spe-

cific books and activities pro-

vide fundamental catalysts for 

developing cognitive paths. 

Wolf then examines dyslexia, 

providing a short history and 

analyzing current research. 

Particularly interesting is her 

description of how to teach 

those with reading difficulties. 

Wolf writes from a researcher's 

perspective as well as a parent's 

(her son is dyslexic). The fig-

ures and illustrations as well as 

the wonderful literary quotes 

enrich her readable prose. For 

teachers of reading, her text 

speaks to the changes the 

online information boom is 

bringing our world and pro-

vides a foundation for the im-

portance of teaching informa-

tion literacy. 

 

Submitted by Kelly Neylon 



We had a packed house on Oc-
tober 11th as Dr. Richard Al-
lington presented the research 
behind reading instruction and 
programs.  Dr. Allington spoke 
about the need for effective 
teachers; they provide the in-
struction necessary to produce 
good readers.  No single pro-
gram can do the same as a good 
teacher!  Effective teachers are  
made through hard work and 
professional development. 

He spoke to the importance of 
keeping readers engaged with 
lots of high success reading and 
that they must be supported by 
modeling and demonstrating 
what good readers think while 
reading. 

Dr. Allington also spoke of the 
need for an uninterrupted block 
of time in school for reading.  
Students need to get the most 

òreading mileageó they can.  He 
stressed the importance of hav-
ing an ample variety and supply 
of level appropriate reading ma-
terials on hand in classrooms.   

Some comments from those 
that attended include:   

ò...you helped me realize I am on the 
right track...ó 

ò...Dr. Allington is clearly knowledge-
able in current practices, trends and 
classroomséó  

Dr. Allington then signed his 
books for members. 

Also on October 11th, PARC was 
privileged to present Sandy Dressler, 
principal of Park View School, with a 
check for $1000.  This represents the 
International Grant Award which 
PARC received to support the literacy 
development of the students at the 
Samburu School in Kenya.    

without these past board mem-
bers.  We also thank the current 
and future board members for 
their work and contribution to 
the success of PARC.  
 
 
 
 
  

 

Prairie Area Reading Council 
was awarded a certificate from 
the International Reading Asso-
ciation celebrating PARCõs fif-
teen years as an active reading 
council!  We are indebted to all 
the past board members for the 
long hours of work and their 
dedication to PARC.  We 
wouldnõt be able to bring quality 
programs to the membership 

Donõt forget the IRC Confer-
ence this spring, March 13-15.  

 

You can register for 
the conference on 
line this year! 

 

For more information: 

www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org 

Save the Date:  Thursday, January 17, 2008 
Roberta Senjost: Brain Compatible Strategies  

Prairie Area Celebrates Fifteen Years! 

izing multiple intelligences and 
brain compatible strategies to 
foster learning and remembering 
across content area disciplines.  

Roberta Sejnost began her ca-
reer teaching secondary social 
studies, reading and English. She 
currently is teaching college-level 
courses in literacy, authentic 
assessment, brain-based learn-

ing, multiple intelligences, and 
cooperative learning. She is an 
active member of the Executive 
Board of the Illinois Reading 
Council and a sought-after con-
sultant, staff developer, and pre-
senter.   

The event will include dinner 
catered from Claraõs Pasta!  

Registration will be mailed  early 
January. 

Students in our classrooms to-
day require alternative instruc-
tional strategies that focus on 
stimulating more pathways, or 
connections, in the brain so that 
they have easy access to stored 
and new information. This inter-
active presentation will focus on 
creating a brain-compatible 
classroom environment by util-

Highlights of October 11, 2007 
Richard Allingtonõs Presentation  

And Awarding of International Grant 

Happy Birthday PARC 
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Professional educators have debated 
for many years on such issues as 
what, why and how to effectively 
teach children. Ultimately, what 
affects the lives of the children we 
serve, and motivates them to learn, 
is the level of passion we exhibit as 
professional educators, as role mod-
els. Passionate concern focused on a 
child truly makes a difference in 
their world.  

As professional educators, we ex-
pect our students to actively partici-
pate in our classrooms, because we 
know that through active participa-
tion our students will intrinsically 
become more passionate and moti-
vated about their learning. To truly 
be role models for our students, we 
must also exhibit a passion and 
motivation to learn by becoming an 
active participant in the classrooms 
where we learn, such as PARC.  

This article is a call to membership 
to demonstrate a motivation to 
learn and a passion for literacy by 

actively participating in the Prairie 
Area Reading Council in a leader-
ship role. For those who are new to 
the teaching profession, I can prom-
ise you in this competitive employ-
ment market, teachers who exhibit 
leadership qualities have a leg up on 
their competition for the limited 
number of teaching positions avail-
able in the Chicago suburbs. When I 
was hired this past June, my super-
intendent and principal both ex-
pressed to me that their hiring deci-
sion of me was based on my active 
leadership roles. Other principals I 
interviewed with also expressed 
leadership as an important quality in 
the candidates they were consider-
ing. I also know that actively engag-
ing in such organizations as PARC/
IRC/IRA I am better able to pro-
vide the children I serve with in-
struction that matches their needs 
and provides a safe environment for 
growth in literacy.  

 

We are looking for members to step 
forward and fill the following lead-
ership roles:   

Vice President and Treasurer.   

 

If your actions inspire others to 
dream more, learn more, do 
more and become more, you are 
a leader.  ñJohn Quincy Adams 

 

You are more than a leader, you are a 
teacher! Join us ð inspire others to 
dream, learn, do and become more 
by actively sharing your passion for 
literacy!   

 Cindy Gerwin 

Vice President, PARC 

 

eyed man 
to the 
presenta-
tion. 
However, 
Francis is 
unable to 
say her 
important 
lines un-

til . . . The rich language of the 

One of the most beautiful books 
available this season is Kate 
DiCamiloõs Great Joy. It relates 
the importance of being wel-
comed as a young girl, Francis, 
prepares for the Christmas pag-
eant at church. She notices an 
organ grinder and his monkey 
and wonders where they go at 
night. As she leaves for the pag-
eant,  Francis invites the sad-

book is wonderfully enhanced 
by the beautiful illustrations of 
Bagram Ibaloulline (of Edward 
Tulane fame). Great Joy makes a 
perfect gift ð for someone you 
care about or for yourself. 

 

Submitted by Adrienne Murphy 

Continuing the Family Tradition of  PARC Membership 

Great Joy 
By Kate DiCamillo 

October PARC meeting, but 
Co-President Kelly Neylon, 
announcing the winner of a 
drawing for a one year PARC 
membership. The winner? 
Rick Kmak, a junior Elemen-
tary Education major at Elm-
hurst College. Mom Judy 
Kmak, a long time DuPage 

educator, administrator and 
PARC member has seen in 
the PARC newsletter that 
Richard Allington would be 
speaking and encouraged 
Rick to attend. Congratula-
tions, Rick and welcome to 
PARC. 

òCome 
on 
down!!ó 
Al-
though 
the 
words 

were the same, it wasnõt Bob 
Barker speaking at the      

Consider Becoming a Board Member! 
A Call to Action from your Vice-President, Cindy Gerwin 
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Kelly Neylon 

Meadowview School 

2525 Mitchell Drive 

Woodridge , IL 60517 

www.neylonk@woodridge68.org 

 

Prair ie Area Reading Counci l 

"Some books are to be tasted, others to be 

swallowed, and some few to be chewed and di-

gested that is, some books are to be read only 

in parts, others to be read, but not curiously, 

and some few to be read wholly, and with dili-

gence and attention."  

 

                              Ralph Waldo Emerson  


