GROWTH THROUGH LITERACY

Prairie Area Reading Council

Registration for
May 8th enclosed!

Elections for PARC
Board Officers May
8th!

April 11,2008

Greetings Members!

As our final
like you to please consider
becoming a board member!
If you have questions,

please call myself or Adri-
enne Murphy!

Susan Cisna, IRA Coordina-
tor for IRC informed local
councils of the need for
books and funds for schools
in Watseka due to a flood in
early January. The PARC
board donated $300 to Net-
tie Davis School to help
them replenish their literacy
materials. The PARC board
also made a donation to the
Family Shelter Service to
provide literacy materials for
those who use the shelter.

Our May 8th meeting infor-
mation is within this news-
letter. It promises to be a
great evening with Michelle
and Dawn!

We will have elections May
8th as well. Please plan on
attending!

It has been wonderful work-
ing with all of you and the
outgoing PARC board
members these past two
years. We hope you will
consider working on the
PARC board sometime in
the future.
going without all of youl!

Regards,
Adrienne Murphy &
Kelly Neylon

An IRC Conference Report from
news Caprésident EME Juthe Green

A Doggone Good Session at IRC
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Between Dogs and Young Readé&sauthor of the American Dog
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presentation, Craig also discussed the changing role of the dog in

literature over time and the growing use of dogs as reading part-

ners in public schools, especially in the Sit Stay Read! program. Sit

Stay Read! has been used in the Chicago Public Schools for th

e

past five years. The goal? To improve reading attitudes and fluency

by providing a nofjudgmental canine listener for young readers.

Early results are promising. Children who participated in Sit Stay

Read! for one year had an average growth of 24 words per min

in reading fluency compared to 9 words per minute growth in the

reading of norparticipants. For more information, check out
www.sitstayread.orga 2 N AYF2NX I GA2Y | 0§
school programs is available at wwww.americandogtales.com,

out as our PARC Historian!
PARC member Jennifer
Woods has agreed to run a
Membership Chair! PARC
member Lisa Diecks has
agreed to run as Vice-
President. She is willing to
work with someone, if you
are interested, please call

We will be having elections
for board members at the
May 8th meeting. Melissa
Love will be running as Co-
President Elect, joining
Cindy Gerwin. Adrienne
Murphy will be running as
treasurer. As current Co-
President, Adrienne comes

with extensive board knowl- Kelly Neylon at 630-969-
ews ABSQ “agl"!ekkﬁnéNw p2390. 'I'ha_nksto all who
be leaving us as Member-  are serving, or have served
ship Chair. We will miss her PARC!
as her experience has

been invaluable as we plan

our meetings.. Luckily,

Alisa will continue to help us
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http://www.sitstayread.org/
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Prairie Area Reading Council Presents

Literacy Work Stations
Thursday, May 8, 2008 at Park View School
Michelle Kuhn and Dawn Zuffante

Michelle and Dawn will share ready to implement activities that al-
low students to practice, reinforce and extend their learning. Par-
ticipants will receive activity samples and instructions on how to
develop, differentiate and manage literacy work station activities.
Participants will also receive a password to access downloadable
work station activities.

4:30 p.m. Registration
4:45 Dinner from El Famous Burrito
5:30 Business Meeting

5:45 Presentation :

Door Prizes \ 4
CPDUs will be available i

Registration Deadline: May 1, 2008
Dinner and speaker: Member B@@@dember $10.00
Please make your check payable to: Prairie Area Reading Council

Mailthis form & chéck Alisa Van Hekken, Mohawk School
917 W. Hillside Drive. Bensenville, IL 60106

Name:

Work Phone:

Indicate Grade level You Teach: _ Primary Intermediate

If you would like to receive information about PARC, pleasepaivatidiyess:e




Directions to Park View Elementary School, Lombard

Take 1-355 to North Ave.

Go east on North Ave. to Main Street, Lombard.
Go south on Main Street to Greenfield.

Go west on Greenfield to Elizabeth Street.

Go north on Elizabeth Street to Park View School.
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An IRC Conference Report from CdPresident Adrienne Murphy

Each day was filled with exciting, motivating sessions. One of the best was

Dr . Roberta Sejnostds o0Use the
Adol escent Learner. o6 Working wi
pl ay an attidluddearoef ydoTueda ccha nmeb

discussed several ways to motivate these readers by using a variety of brain
writing procedures (brainstorming and activating prior knowledge). She
showed how using good question
searchd to go beyond the |literal
technique helpful the students of all abilities. This was certainly a session filled with
useful information presented by a knowledgeable presenter.

Carrie Edwards from Downers Grove District 58 has graciously stepped forward to

_ chair our newest Community Outreach Program:  Books for Babies . This pro-
gram will help to get books into the hands of parents of newborn babies in the

| PARC service area. If you are interested in helping Carrie with this program,
you can reach her at cedwards@dg58.org or caeteach@yahoo.com.

" Thank you Carrie for heading up this wonderful new program for PARC!

Page 3




Prairie Area Reading Council

Kelly Neylon

Meadowview School

2525 Mitchell Drive

Woodridge , IL 60517
www.neylonk@woodridge68.org

@écﬁé@gmz

There is no Frigate like a Book
To take us Lands away,
Nor any Coursers like a Page
Of Prancing Poetry.

AEmMIly Dickinson

In honor of National Poetry Month, check out
these great poetry websites

www.proteacher.com
WWW.poets.org
www.readwritethink.org

www.theteacherscorner.net




