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THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER

Welcome back to
another exciting school
year! We hope your
summer was a great
one—lots of relaxation,
reading good books,
time spent with family &
friends, and maybe some
traveling!

NWIRC’s Executive
Board has had a busy
summer preparing for the
year ahead! We were
able to attend the IRC
Leadership Conference
at Grand Bear Lodge in
Utica in July. Inspired by
this year’s theme,
Lighting the Way to
Literacy, we planned
some new events for you.
We have events in each
of the counties that we

come from to make it
easier (geographically)
for you to attend at least
one event. Our first is in
Pearl City (Stephenson
County) & will feature
this year’s IRC
Conference Chair, Susan
Cisna. She will be
sharing books & authors
that will be at the Spring
IRC Conference and how
you can use them in your
classroom. Our second
event will be in Carroll
County at Lanark’s The
Cutting Edge. This will
be our membership
appreciation event to
pamper your hands with
some TLC. We'll also
have lots of chocolate to
celebrate you as a
teacher & being a

member of NWIRC! In
April we will meet in
JoDaviess County at
Massbach Ridge Winery
for an evening of sharing
great teacher ideas
around the table.

Check out the Event
Calendar on page 4 for
December story hours &
our used book sale. We
are always looking for
an extra hand at these
events!

| am fortunate to work
with a great Executive
Board & am thankful for
their enthusiasm,
experience, support, &
willingness to serve our
council as we light the
way fto literacy for our
students this year!

It's all about READING!

Check out our new t-shirt
designed exclusively for
teachers & school
professionals who love to
read & share that love of
reading with your students!
These t-shirts are
turquoise with lime green
lettering & they look sharp!
Get yours to wear this fall

to show your students how
much you love to read!
This great looking t-shirt
can be yours for only $15.
Don’t miss this great
apparel opportunity! Get
your order in by Friday,
September 4th to Debbie,
Rebecca, or Janell!

s all about

EADING
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NWIRC NOTES

USED BOOK SALE A SUCCESS

Early on the morning (6:30 to be
exact) of Saturday, May 23, you would
have found NWIRC members setting
up 6 tables of used books for our first
ever book sale. As we were unloading
several boxes of books, we were
thinking we would be boxing most of
them up by noon to take back home.
We did not realize at that time what a
service we were providing to
attendees of Mt. Carroll’s Mayfest!
There were people looking at &
buying books until after 3:00 that day!
What a great opportunity for people to
stock up on “summer reads” that cost

from a quarter to a dollar. We had
people of all ages buying books! It
was a great way to get books in the
hands of people in our community & a
great way to make over $240 for our
council! This money will be used for
our December Story Hours & to
provide great literacy opportunities
for the children of our area!

As you go through the school year,
think about setting aside some books
for our book sale next spring. We are
planning it again for next year’s
Mayfest in Mt. Carroll on Saturday,
May 29. We will be looking for more

volunteers to help from 9:00—3:00.
Let Debbie Kaczmarski or Becky
Steinbach know if you can help.

POSTAGE COSTS RISING

NWIRC board members
have discussed how to
keep postage costs
down when we send out
newsletters. One way
is to send to as many
members as possible electronically.
We would like to create a database of
NWIRC member’s e-mails (Preferably
home e-mail address so we can contact

you in the summer). We will not share
your address with any other group! If

you would like to receive
your newsletter by email,
please send your name & e-mail
address to us at

northwestern@illinoisreading

council.org or click on our link
on the Illinois Reading
Council website.

IRC'S LITERACY SUPPORT GRANT RECIPIENTS

Each year the Illinois Reading Council
awards more than $60,000 to
members for Literacy Support Grant
projects. We would like to
congratulate NWIRC members who
were awarded grant monies for this
school year.

* NWIRC’s December Story
Hours—Thanks to Mary Stayner
for heading up this project that
reaches well over 200 children via

our public libraries!

* Congratulations to Janis Jones for
her work on a grant for the West
Carroll Middle School’s students
to help with inspiring them to
continue writing!

* Mary Casanova, children & young
adult author, will be visiting West
Carroll’s Primary & Intermediate
schools on September 15. Great
job Keta Foltz & Janell Hartman

for working on this project!

If you have received a Literacy
Support Grant for this year, email one
of the Executive Board members to
tell them about your grant. Peg
Haffey would also like a copy of your
grant to help with our Council of
Excellence Award application.




Fall Edition, 2009

Page 3

COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

We would like to thank these NWIRC
members for becoming Council
Representatives. They will stay in
contact with the Illinois Reading
Council & your Executive Board to
pass information along to you as
needed.

e Parents & Reading—Denise
Brinkmeier will have
information regarding ideas
currently being implemented by
area teachers to encourage parent
involvement in local councils.
Denise can be contacted at
dbrinkmeier@wc314.org.

e Newspapers in Education—
Chris Urish will have
information about participating in
the Newspapers In Education
Week activities & encouraging
members to continue using those
activities throughout the year.

Chris can be contacted at
urish@eastland308.com.

e Legislative—Carrie Schneider
will work with the Executive
Board of NWIRC to notify
members of proposed legislation
that will directly or indirectly
influence or effect reading/
language instruction or
teacher certification.

Members may be encouraged
to contact legislators or
conduct local council
discussions on the topic.
Carrie can be contacted at

carrieanne_23@yahoo.com. E

e Publicity—Peg Haffey will
help publicize NWIRC events &
coordinate the Council of
Excellence Award data collection.
Peg can be reached at
mhaffey@wc314.org.

e Adult & Family Literacy—
Paula Watson will have
information about encouraging
members to provide literacy
programs & information to
families about the impact of
illiteracy on society. You may
contact Paula at

pwatson@wc314.org.

Once again, thank you
to these council
members who are
willing to serve as
Council
Representatives. If you
have ideas to share on
these topics or would
like to lend a hand, let
one of them know how you can help.

ILLINOIS READING COUNCIL'S WEBSITE

Take a moment to visit the Illinois
Reading Council’s website:

www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Check out the links to our local council
and the 2010 Conference preview
schedule. Other grant and deadline
information is also available on the
website!
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EXCELLENCE AWARD PROGRAM FOR 2009-2010

Each spring IRC recognizes councils
who excel at providing programs that
serve the members & communities we
come from. How will this benefit
NWIRC in 2009? NWIRC could
receive $100 & a Council of
Excellence Award.

Some of the

requirements may be
completed by you, an

individual council

|

member, but we need to know about
it.
Have you applied for an IRC
Grant?

e Have you written an article that
has been published in the IRC
Communicator, IRC Journal , or
one of the IRA publications?

e Have you presented a program at
an IRC/IRA Conference?

If you can answer yes to any of these
questions by January 15, 2010 let us
know. Peg Haffey, one of our very
own NWIRC members, will be
tracking our progress on completing
the requirements for earning this
award. Please contact her at
mhaffey@wc314.org or 815-273-
7747 if you have done something to
contribute to this award.
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2009-2010 EVENT CALENDAR

Mark your calendar and plan to join us for some of these events! Contact one of the
Executive Board members if you can help in any way with any of these! Thanks and
we’ll look forward to seeing you !

s October 8, 2009—Authors, Books, Connections—Light Your Way to
the 2010 Conference with Susan Cisna at 5:30 at Yellow Creek Inn,
Pearl City

s Wednesday, December 2—Story Hour with Mrs. Claus at the York
Township Public Library in Thomson from 5:00A 7:00

$ Saturday, December 5—Holiday Story Hours at Public Libraries
10:00i Father Christmas at Mt. Carroll

10:00i Santa at Stockton

10:00i Santa at Savanna

10:00i Santa at Elizabeth

s Saturday, December 12—Story Hour with Santa at the
Freeport Public Library at 10:00

s Thursday, February 11—Let Us Pamper You i Membership
Appreciation at The Cutting Edge in Lanark at 5:30

s March 18—20—Lighting the Way to Literacy
IRC Conference at Springfield

s Thursday, April 8—Annual Meeting at Massbach
Ridge Winery at 5:30

s Saturday, May 29—Used Book Sale with Story Time at




AuthorsBooks! Gonnect
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Light Your Way to the 2010 Conference ™

Check out the books & authors that
will be featured at the 2010 IRC

Conference

Thursday, October 8, 2009
5:30 at Yellow Creek Inn, Pearl City

5:30 NWIRC meeting

(appetizers and drinks provided)

6.00 Susan Cisna present.
Classroomi using books & authors that will
be at the 2010 | RC C

7:00 Dinner+ (optional)
* Dinner not paid for by NWIRC
This event 1s sponsored by your
Northwestern Illinois Reading Council & IRC.



Janell Hartman
Northwestern IL Reading Council
West Carroll Primary School
2215 Wacker Road
Savanna, IL 61074

Lighting the Way to

Literacy!

“Our mission 1s to provide
support & leadership to
educators as they promote

& teach lifelong literacy.”

—Illinois Reading Council




