






 
2008 PROGRAM PROPOSAL 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS READING COUNCIL  

 21st ANNUAL FALL READING CONFERENCE 

“Reading!  Engage!  Excite! Ignite!” 

Thursday, September 18, 2008    4:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Kishwaukee College         Malta, IL  

Mail or e-mail completed proposals no later than Mon., August 25 to: 

Mary Gardner 306 Sunset Lane   Mt. Morris, IL 61054 or megardner2@comcast.net 

I. TITLE OF PRESENTATION (as you wish it to appear in conference program) 

  

II. ABSTRACT: Describe the content of the program in no more than 75 words. Description must 
be clearly stated and reflect actual presentation. Description will be used in the conference 
program.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III. SESSION LENGTH: Sessions will be 45 minutes in length to accommodate CPDU 
distribution. 

 

 

IV.  PERSON SUBMITTING PROPOSAL: 

Name (Last) __________________________ (First)__________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________ 

City_____________________________ State ______ Zip _______________ 



Telephone: Work ______________________ Home ________________________ 

E-mail________________________________ Fax_________________________ 

Position and/or Title ___________________________________________________ 

School/District/Professional Affiliation ____________________________________ 

Are you currently a member of NIRC? _____ Yes  ______No  

V.  PRESENTATION ASSOCIATES: Please list and include above information for each associate 
on separate page. Only two (2) presenters will receive complimentary registration.  

VI. GRADE LEVEL/INTENDED AUDIENCE (Check each category that applies) 

_____ All Educators  _____ Reading Specialists _____Administrators 

_____ Preschool Educators _____ Grades K-2   _____ Grades 3-5 

_____ Grades 6-8   _____ High School   _____Educators of Adults   

VII. AUDIO-VISUAL EQUIPMENT: Overhead projectors will be provided; other equipment must be supplied by 
the presenter.  

**A maximum of $60.00 will be reimbursed for the cost of duplicating handouts. Please present 
receipts and a copy of that handout at the conference registration table to NIRC treasurer Linda 
Oshita. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
     
Rebecca Caudill Reviews: Voices from the Classroom 
Thanks to the students from Mary Murtaugh’s fourth grade classroom at Oregon Elementary School in Oregon, Illinois 
for sharing these thoughts about books from the 2008 Rebecca Caudill list. 
 
Dear Readers, 
MVP is an exciting adventure book.  There are many different problems in this book.  You get unlimited money to get 
around the world in 40 days.  There are detention centers that capture you for 24 hours.  Stoppers blow tranquilizer 
darts that put you to sleep for 24 hours.  Pilots are people that dress in green suits that help guide you to your next 
destination.  Trackers are people that capture you and take you to other teams’ detention centers.  Our favorite part 
was when Adam escapes from another teams’ detention center that was cheating because it was full of action. 
                                                                                                           By Joseph and Matthew 
 
Dear Readers, 
We have recently read The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane.  It is about a China Rabbit that has a lot of 
adventures.  Our favorite parts were when he got thrown off the boat, Bryce made Edward into a puppet, Edward was 
reunited with Abilene, when Edward was used for a scarecrow, and when he got carried away by a dog and got 
dropped into a hobo’s lap.  READ ON. 
                                                                          By Sommer, Christy, Anni, Brayton, and Joseph 
 
Dear Readers, 
We just finished reading Penderwicks.  The book took control of us!  We loved the part when Batty went in the bull pen 
with the bull.  Rosalind, Skye, Jane, and Jeffery had to save her from the horrible dangers.  We liked this book 
because it was entertaining and extravagant.  We would rate this book 4 out of 5 stars.  We would recommend this 
book to people who like a good adventure. 
                                                                                                       By Abby and Jacob 
 
 

                A Rebecca Caudill Review of Heat by Mike Lupica 
by Roberta Linder 

 Michael Arroyo is the gifted ace pitcher for the Clippers and their hope for 
making it to the Little League World Series.  With a fast ball approaching 80 miles 
per hour, opposing batters are rarely successful when facing him.  After fleeing 
Cuba with the family, Michael’s father dreamed that his son’s talent would take him 
to the Little League World Series in Williamsport one day.  Throughout this baseball 
season, Michael draws inspiration from walking past Yankee Stadium and by 
watching their famous pitcher, El Grande.  As the end of the season approaches, 
Michael and the Clippers appear to be contenders for the championship--until 

Michael has to be taken out of the line-up. 
 At first glance it may appear that this book is for male readers because of its plot involving Little 
League baseball, but Lupica has included memorable male and female characters in his story.  He has also 
written about themes that are relevant to adolescents—family, friends, resilience, sportsmanship, and 
competition.  And through his quest for the Little League championship, Michael also learns about the 
everyday heroes who are present in people’s lives. 
 

The Secondary Reading League’s  
32nd Annual Day of Reading Conference 

Saturday, November 8, 2008 
Tinley Park, IL 

Featuring: 
Lois Duncan, author of Down A Dark Hall;  Gallows Hill;  Stranger With My Face;  The Twisted Window 
Cris Tovani, author of I Read It But I Don’t Get It;   Do I Really Have to Teach Reading? Comprehending 
Content Thoughtful Reading 

www.dayofreading.org 



 
The 2009 Monarch Book List 

The state of Illinois has annual children’s choice book award programs for all age groups from elementary 
through high school. Each year a committee compiles a list of 20 new titles for each age group.  The Monarch list 
is for children in kindergarten through 3rd grade.   

With emphasis again on the importance of vocabulary knowledge for reading comprehension for all ages, there 
seems to be an increase in picture books that present those rich tier 2 vocabulary words in meaningful context.  
Two of the Monarch books present rich words in engaging texts and appealing illustrations. 

Cookies: Bite-Size Life Lesson written by Amy Krouse Rosenthal and illustrated by Jane Dyer creatively presents 
important character words in the context of making and eating cookies.  Terms such as cooperate, trustworthy, fair, 
patient, and respect are defined in ways that children will understand.  For example, “Fair means you get a bite 
and I get a bite.”  Dyer’s bright paintings are reminiscent of Rachel Isadora and Beatrix Potter.  The multi-ethnic 
children are charming and the animals dressed in children’s clothing all participate in the cookie activities. 

Bob McLeod’s Superhero ABC sprinkles rich words and catchy alliteration for each of 26 original Superheroes.  
Captain Cloud on the C page “calmly catches crooks” while Goo Girl “shoots great gobs of goo at gangsters.”  
Both male and female superheroes are represented in comic book like text and illustrations.  The sort -of-scary-
but-not-really-superheroes will even appeal to reluctant readers.  I predict a favorite page will be the “Odor 
Officer” who “obviously objects to offensive odors.” 

If you are not yet familiar with the Illinois School Library Media Association’s programs be sure to visit 
www.islma.org and click on Grants and Awards.      By Mary Gardner 

 

Northern Illinois Reading Council 
2008-2009 Calendar 

 
 September 2008 
 18- NIRC Fall Conference 
 27- IRC Board Meeting 
 
 October 2008 
 4- NIRC Board Meeting* 
 14- TAR 
 
 November 2008 
 15- IRC Board Meeting 
 22- NIRC Board Meeting* 
 
 December 2008 
 15- Newsletter deadline 
 
 January 2009 
 NIRC Newsletter mailed 
 17- IRC Board Meeting 

 
24- NIRC Board Meeting* 
 
February 2009 
17- TAR 
 
March 2009 
19-21 41st IRC Conference 
20- IRC Board and Annual Meeting 
 
April 2009 
21- TAR 
23- Newsletter deadline 
25- IRC Board Meeting 
 
May 2009 
NIRC Newsletter mailed 
2- NIRC Board Meeting* 
 

 

*NIRC Board Meetings will be held at the home of Kim McKenna.  See address on the front of 
newsletter.  Contact any board member for directions.  Check the NIRC website at 

www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org for any necessary updates on board meeting dates, times or places. 



VIDEO STAFF DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 
Instructions: A $50 deposit is required to obtain a tape. The tape will be 
mailed postage-paid on a 2-week lending basis. The borrower is required to 
pay return postage. To obtain a tape, please fill out this form and return it 
with a check for $50 payable to NIRC. Send to Prof. Kristen Stombres, 
Judson College, 1151 N. State St., Elgin, IL 60123. 847-628-1083; 
kstombres@judsoncollege.edu.  
 
Name_______________________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________ 
 
Telephone (home & work)_______________________________ 
 
Name & # of video requested:___________________________ 
 
App. date of use:__________(contact coordinator to ask about availability.) 
 
Using for inservice? Yes_________No__________ 
 
Please return my deposit check when videos are returned to 
NIRC.________  OR  Please tear up my deposit check when videos are 
returned to NIRC._______ 
 
 

VIDEO SELECTION 
 
#1--Inside the Writing Traits Classroom K-2 Lessons--Ruth Culham has 
designed trait-based lessons to support young writers as they draft, revise, 
edit, and publish their work.  This package includes a 48-page spiralbound 
guide that clearly describes the lessons and a 34 minute DVD that shows 
those lessons in action.  Culham breaks down the writing process so 
primary teachers can implement the traits at every stage. 
 
#2—Transacting with Literature—Video demonstrates the use of both 
fiction & nonfiction to help students understand & value literature. One 
group of 8 and 9-year-olds reads books on Japan & holds group 
discussions, & is involved in related science & social studies activities. The 
second vignette involves 10 & 11-year-olds  discussing the critical events of 
several books related to the theme of understanding others; illustrating both 

the management aspects of this strategy & the teacher-led discussion 
techniques.  
 
#3—The Writing Process—Video presents two different but 
complementary methods to approach the writing process first with 7-8- 
year-olds, then with 10-11-year-olds.  
 
#4--Teaching Apostrophes--In this fifteen minute DVD, Jeff Anderson 
uses playful strategies and mentor text to engage writers in grammar and 
editing.  Jeff’s sixth grade students search through a text excerpt to find 
examples of apostrophes and then categorize them as possessives or 
contractions based on a wall chart the class has compiled. 
 
#5—The Four Blocks: A Framework for Reading & Writing in 
Classrooms That Work—Patricia Cunningham & Dottie Hall welcome you 
to see teachers implementing the 4-block approach to reading & writing. 
This video puts into action the concepts & techniques introduced in 
Classrooms That Work and Phonics They Use. Video features several 
teachers at three different schools using multilevel activities in the 4-blocks: 
guided reading, self-selected reading, writers’ workshop, & words activities. 
App. 60 minutes. 
 
#6—Building Blocks: A Framework for Reading & Writing in 
Kindergartens that Work—Cunningham & Hall have written Making 
Words and Making Big Words, as well as the above Four-Blocks video. In 
this video Cunningham & Hall demonstrate activities with reading, writing, 
letters, sounds, & words that will be discussed, modeled, and practiced in 
this kindergarten video. App. 60 minutes. 
 
#7—Using the “Making Words” Strategy to Strengthen Students’ 
Phonemic Awareness & Phonics Skills, K-2— 
This video training program explains & demonstrates Cunningham & Hall’s 
strategy to improve your students’ reading & writing skills. Actual lesson 
segments taught by experienced teacher & national trainer Judy Lynch 
provide modeling & practical tips that enable you to immediately include 
“Making Words” in your classroom literacy program.  
 
#8—Inside Reading & Writing Workshops—This set of four, 20-minute 
videos producted by Straylight Media in 1998 includes “Reading Mini-
lessons;” ““Writing Mini-lessons;” “Reading Conferences;” & “Writing 
Conferences.” Videos feature Joanne Hindley and her 3rd grade students in 
New York City; shows how Hindley deals with the diversity of students as 
readers & writers. 
 



#9—A Close-Up Look at Teaching Reading—This 1996 Heinemann 
series of four 20-minute videos features Sharon Taberski and is set in a 2nd 
grade classroom, presenting a framework for reading instruction upon 
which teachers can reflect & expand. Tapes include: “Independent Reading 
& Reading Share;” “Read Aloud & Shared Reading;” “Reading 
Conferences;” & “Guided Reading.” 
 
#10—Guided Reading: Grades 3-8—This 55-minute video & handbook by 
Gretchen Courtney demonstrate the technique of guided reading in the 
upper grades. Video offers information for a balanced literacy program, 
highlighting the use of Guided Reading. Two guided reading sessions are 
shown in their entirety, along with advice & planning information from 
educators.  
 
#11—Comprehension Strategies that Help Your Struggling Students 
Be More Successful Readers, Gr.2-5—BER Publications presents Linda 
Hoyt, a recognized expert in the field of reading. Hoyt demonstrates 
comprehension strategies helpful to all readers, but especially useful to 
readers who struggle to construct meaning from text. Techniques modeled 
by Hoyt with groups of children grades two to five. 
 
#12—Using Modeled Writing to Maximize Your Students’ Growth in 
Writing & Reading—This 2-video program from BER Publications is 
intended for teachers of K-1. Modeled writing enables students at a variety 
of levels of literacy to learn & grow together as the teacher incorporates 
elements of phonemic awareness, phonics skills, concepts of print, 
extension of text, use of descriptive language, & other key techniques into 
her daily lesson. 
 
#13--Editing Invitations--This fifteen minute DVD takes you into Jeff 
Anderson’s sixth-grade classroom in Texas as Jeff demonstrates how he 
naturally links grammar instruction to writer’s craft through his “Invitations to 
Notice,” a warm-up activity used at the beginning of writer’s workshops to 
help students learn to pay close attention to mechanics, style, and 
craft.  They can be used as an alternative to “Daily Oral Language.”  
 
#14—Happy Reading—Creating a Predictable Structure for Joyful 
Teaching & Learning—Debbie Miller, first grade teacher and author of 
Reading With Meaning, shows how she sustains a thoughtful primary 
reading program that challenges and supports readers of all abilities and 
needs. Three 30-minute videos & viewing guide feature many classroom 
segments and Miller’s reflections. 
 

#15—Using State-of-the-Art Strategies for Teaching Writing to 
Maximize Your Students’ Growth in Writing & Reading—This video 
training program demonstrates practical & dynamic ways to support & 
stretch the writing progress of our K-1 students. BER Publications. 
 
#16--Thoughtful Reading-Teaching Comprehension to Adolescents--
Stenhouse Publisher, Cris Tovani. Prepare to enter a remarkable HIGH 
SCHOOL classroom where students who are reluctant to read are 
developing new skills and redefining their sense of themselves as readers. . 
(4-tape set) 
 
#17--Strategic Thinking, Reading, and Responding-- 
Grades 4-8, Stenhouse Publishers, Stephanie Harvey and Anne Goudvis 
This 4-tape series builds on the comprehension instruction in the book, 
Strategies That Work.  Harvey and Goudvis spend a week in middle school 
language arts instruction.  They focus on teaching the comprehension 
strategies of inferring in fiction and determining importance in nonfiction. 
 
#18--Using a Six Trait Model to Strengthen Students’ Writing 
Grades K-2, DVD Set, Bureau of Education & Research. What is the best 
way to begin six trait writing instruction with primary-age children? How can 
kdg., first and second grade teachers launch their students as writers—
starting at the very beginning of the school year? This portion focuses on 
effective primary-grade writing instruction early in the school year.  
 
#19--The Daily Five Alive!  
Grades K-2, DVD, 85 minutes, Stenhouse Publishers. This video 
complements the book by Gail Boushey & Jean Moser (“The Sisters”) and 
focuses on three of the five “Dailies”-Read to Self, Read to Someone, and 
Work on Writing.  
 
#20--Making the Most of News Magazines—4th & 5th grade students use 
binders to organize their weekly news magazines for use throughout the 
year as part of the social studies curriculum. An elementary principal, 
discusses the many natural curriculum extensions that come from having 
an assortment of current short text at every student’s fingertips for 
skimming, sorting, and classifying. 
 
#21--Step-by-Step Assessment Guide to Code Breaking--Richard 
Gentry has translated a pivotal body of research on early literacy into a 
practical assessment/teaching resource that guides you as you learn the 
five phases of reading development. Within minutes, you will be able to 
determine a child’s literacy phase.  You have the power to make sure that 
every child cracks the code! 
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 NORTHERN ILLINOIS READING COUNCIL
an affiliate of the International Reading Association (IRA)

Order Form
Name:  ______________________Phone Number___________

E-Mail Address ______________________________________

Ship to:  ____________________________________________

Shipping Address ____________________________________

City/State/Zip:  _______________________________________

Presents
Resources for Parents and Teachers

$1.00 Each
Children’s Literacy (English) (2002)

NEW!! Literatura Infantil (Spanish) (2005)

Children’s Writing (English) (2003)

Children’s Literacy Number of Copies _________ X $1.00 per copy = ________

Literatura Infantil Number of Copies _________ X $1.00 per copy = ________
(Spanish)
Children’s Writing Number of Copies _________ X $1.00 per copy = ________

*Shipping = ________
   TOTAL = ________* Shipping

1-5 copies $0.75
6 or more copies 15% of total

Make checks payable to: Northern Illinois Reading Council
(Please do not enclose cash.)

Payment:

 Check enclosed

 P.O.#__________

Prepared by:  Dr. Maria Walther, Donna Werderich, Pat Beck, Mary Gardner, Jill Kellerhals,
Susan Moon, Linda Oshita, Dr. Teri Reed-Schuster, Patty Rieman, Kristen Stombres

Children’s Literacy
A Resource for Parents and Teachers
© 2002 NORTHERN ILLINOIS READING COUNCIL
an affiliate of the International Reading Association (IRA)
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INTRODUCTION

CREATING A LITERACY ENVIRONMENT

READING ALOUD

VOCABULARY

FLUENCY

WORD WORK

COMPREHENSION AND . . .

. . . READING STRATEGIES

RESOURCES

To order these valuable resources please
send completed form and payment to:

Kristen Stombres, Coordinator
Judson College
1151 N. State
Elgin, IL  60123

847-628-1083
kstombres@judsoncollege.edu



 

CCCAAALLLLLLIIINNNGGG   AAALLLLLL   RRREEEAAADDDIIINNNGGG   SSSPPPEEECCCIIIAAALLLIIISSSTTTSSS   AAANNNDDD   CCCOOOAAACCCHHHEEESSS!!!   
The Northern Illinois Reading Council Newsletter now includes a new feature called 
“Coaches’ Corner!”  Don’t miss it in this issue!  Can you think of any practical tips you 
could share with other reading coaches?  If you would like to suggest a teaching practice 
that has improved classroom reading instruction for you, please submit it to the NIRC 
Newsletter editor!  We want to share your great ideas!  Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Northern Illinois Reading Council 
c/o Sarah Kennay 
8716 S. Prairie Road 
Ashton, IL  61006 
 
 
PLEASE FORWARD  




