Spring 2008 Newsletter
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FROM THE CO-PRESIDENTS’

DESKS-

This is Katie and
Carol, your Co-
Presidents for MID-
State Reading Coun-
cil. We want you to
know what a privilege
it has been to serve
as your Presidents
this year. We have
learned a lot and en-
joyed making new
friends and working
toward our goal of cre-
ating more literacy-
rich communities. Our
Executive Board is a
great group of indi-
viduals to work with,
and we thank them for
their hard work, ideas,
talents, and support.
This coming year we
will need more indi-
viduals to join us in
our efforts to promote
literacy in our commu-
nities. Please con-
sider joining us on our
Board and/or one of

our Committees. Just
email either of us to ex-
press your interest. We
would love to include
you on a hard-working,
productive board and
organization. Even
though there are only
two months left in this
school year, we still
have some great pro-
fessional development
opportunities available
for you. Please join us
on April 15 at the
Mackinaw Valley Win-
ery for our wine tour
and Book Discussion.
Our Vice-President and
Programs Chair, Kari
Hennenfent, has
planned a fun evening
of wine, social time, and
a stimulating book dis-
cussion. See her invita-
tion in this Newsletter.
Also, on June 25, join
us and Kathleen Baxter,
our guest speaker, for

an exciting and
educational day of
book talks and
ideas for using non
-fiction literature
with our students—
especially our most
reluctant readers.
The registration
form is also in this
Newsletter. We
hope to see you at
both of these
events.

Welcome spring by
reading a good
book—one to your
class and one for
yourself!!

Our best,

Katie & Carol

Reading is a basic tool
in the living of a good
life.

~ Mortimer J. Adler ~
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Contact your Co-Presidents at:

Katie - albrittk@unit5.org

Carol - csowles@ilstu.edu
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MID STATE RECEIVES IRC SPEAKERS GRANT" carot owtes co-REsIDENT)

Our Reading Council is
pleased to announce that we
received a major speaker
grant in the amount of $1,000
from the lllinois Reading
Council to help support our
Summer Conference with

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY -

guest speaker, Kathleen
Baxter. Because of this
grant, we will be able to offer
Ms. Baxter’s presentation at
a reasonable registration fee
of $75.00 for the full-day
workshop, including lunch.
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MID-State Reading
Council will be reach-
ing out to the com-
munity by donating
books and book-
shelves to two fami-

 blessings.

We are grateful to IRC for
supporting our efforts to
bring a professional devel-
opment opportunity to our
MID-State members and
area teachers!

SIMPSON (SECRETARY)

lies. This event will
| take place some-
—i time this spring
when the families
have their house

NEWS FROM THE PARENT AND READING COMMIT TEE-

BY DEBBIE JOHNSON (PARENTS AND READING CHAIR)

You won’t want to miss the
reading ideas from the PBS
site
http://www.pbs.org/launching
readers/parenttips.html

Teachers and parents will en-

joy searching this site.

Teachers, click on one-

page handouts for each
grade level. They could
come in handy for con-

ference time.

Need help with book ti-
tles for any topic? Want
a list of recommended
titles?

Go to
http://www.answerpoint.

org/teacher place/

Look around on grade
level and themes for
endless book title sug-
gestions.

IRC PRE-SERVICE TEACHER DONATION By BrRITNEY

MINTON (ADULT & FAMILY LITERACY CHAIR))

A Pre-Service teacher will be
enjoying some items for his/
her classroom after attending
the Pre-Service Teacher’s
Pizza Party at IRC Confer-
ence in Springfield. MID-

State Reading Council
purchased $75 worth of
supplies and materials to

be given away at the con-
ference. Some items for

the Pre-Service teacher
include: reading awards,

author awards, bulletin
board materials, stick-
ers, stamps, and paper!
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SO, WHAT IS FAMILY LITERACY?' BY BRITNEY MINTON (ADULT AND FAMILY

LITERACY CHAIR)

Family literacy is a proven inter-
generational approach that im-
proves the literacy, language
and life skills of both parents
and children. Family literacy
teaches families that they can
learn together, that learning is a
mutual process, that learning is
fun, and—significantly—that
education has a beneficial social

impact as well as a financial

one. Family literacy programs

can look very different. To

learn more about how you can
incorporate family literacy into

your classroom, visit the sites
below:

http://www.ncte.org/parents/
tips/110977.htm

www.familylit.org

http://
www.pafamilyliteracy.org/

pafamilyliteracy/cwp/
view.asp?Q=129678&A=3

Taken from: http://www.famlit.org

BLOOMINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY EVENTS-

GEORGIANNE SCHAU (BLOOMINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY LIAISON)

There are many events tak-
ing place at the Bloomington
Public Library this spring.
Please check out the link be-

NORMAL PUBLIC LIBRARY EVENTS-

low for more information.

Go to
http://www.bloomingtonli
brary.org

and click on Programs.

KATRINA POLLITT (NORMAL PUBLIC LIBRARY LIAISON)

A list of upcoming vents....Please

come check them out!

April Events
e 3,4, & 5-year-old Story Hour-

A 40 minute structured program
which includes storytelling and a
variety of other activities. Regis-
tration is required by each individ-
ual parent and begins Tues.,
March 18, 2008, at 9:00 am for
Normal residents and Friday,
March 21, 2008, at 9:00 am for
residents outside of Normal.
Classes are held for five weeks
beginning April 1, 2008, and end-
ing May 1, 2008. Class times are
as follows:

Tuesday evenings at 5:30 pm and

at 6:30 pm, Wednesday morn-

ings at 9:30 am and at 11:00

am, and Thursday mornings at

9:30 am and 11:00 am.

e Meet Award Winning Chil-
dren's Author- Janice N.
Harrington- Sat., April 19,

2008, 2:00 - 3:00 pm, in the
Community Room. Refresh-
ments following the presen-

tation.
o Tuesday Tales, Tuesday

mornings at 10:30 am begin-
ning Jan. 22nd and ending

April 28th. Preschoolers
and their families are wel-
come to come and enjoy
songs and stories in the
Book Nook of the library.

There is plenty to do and
see at your A8 4 T
local library. ;
Check them
out!

May Events

e« Summer Reading Begins!!!
Beginning May 28th chil-
dren can come in to the
Children's Department of
the Normal Public Library
to register for the Summer
Reading Program! This
year's theme is "Get Into
The Game!". We'll have
eight weeks of fun pro-
grams, prizes, and read-
ing. Please come join us!

e Scholastic Book Fair be-
ginning May 28th. Please
come in and check it out!
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Carol Berry Memorial Literacy Grant

This summer, MID-State Reading Council will be awarding the Carol Berry Memorial Literacy Grant for up to $500. Grants

are awarded based on the worthiness of the project described in the application and the completeness of the information
provided. The grant chosen will be awarded at our Prairie Literacy Summer Conference on June 25, 2008. We are look-

ing forward to awarding these grants and finding oWppliiwhat
cations are due no later than June 13, 2008.

Recent grant winners have chosen to use their money in a variety of creative ways. MID-State has funded projects to de-

velop multi-cultural literature collections, the use of literature in hands-on-science, family literacy programs, and books

and related puppets. Fire up those creative juices that are constantly flowing in your classroom, put them down on pa-

per, and try for the funding this grant provides! Dondt m
ing/writing project. If you have any questions, call Janel Dowling, MID-State Grant Chairperson, at 309-261-2857.

MIDSt at e Reading Council &s
Carol Berry Memorial Literacy Grant Application
Award Amount: up to $500
Your application should include the following items:

e Program/Project Title:
e Date of Project:

e Place:
I. Statement of Purpose:
Il. Needs Statement
IIl. Description of Population Served:
IV. Description of Project:
V. Itemized Budget
VI. Plan for Publicity:

VII. Plan for Evaluation:

e Contact Person:

e Phone:

e Street Address, City, Zip code:

e Date of Application:

Return your application to: Janel Dowling
305 N. Towanda Ave.
Normal, IL61761
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A Creative Way to Share Literature Socially MIDState Reading Council

THE BENEFITS:
. Meet the most invested and involved educators in Central lllinois
. Learn about great books and share great ideas!

. Learn how to integrate materials into the classroom

. Earn 2 free CPDUs!

Y B - Browse YA section

‘S MEETING FORMAT:

B . Read one book per month (choose from the list or choose your ov
, ¢ - Participate in informal discussions

. Present ways you would use the book

§ . Socialize, shop, and have fun!
WHEN AND WHERE:

G 1 . 9:00 and 11:00 am the third Saturday of each month at Barnes an
“{u| Dblein Bloomington

| FOR MORE INFORMATION:

B. Plecase see www. midstatereadin
. Questions may be directed to:

. Kari Hennenfent hennenfk@unit5.org phone690%)888

. Tara Jacquin crm2590@bn.com phone (3@%%664

January: Bildungsromas July: Connected to a Classic
(Coming-of-Age)

February: Graphic Novels
March: Caudill Nominees 2009
April: Fugitive Factor

August: no meeting
September: Banned Books

October: Hi/Lo

November: Turkeys
May: Nothing But the Truth (really good books nobody has picked-up)

June: Fairy Tales Retold December: Adventure
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Book Discussiaor.

$5.00 Charge for Tour

Time: 5:00/] 6:00 Tour and tasting
Time: 6:00/1 7:00 Book Discussion

Join MID-State Reading for an exciting tour
of the Mackinaw Valley Winery and a
pbook discussion of, Three Cups of Tea by
Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin.
Books available for purchase at Barnes and
Noble or available for check out at your lo-
cal library. The $5.00 charge includes winery
tour, tasting, and appetizers.

Mackinaw Valley Winery:
http://www.mackinawvalleyvineyard.com/
mvv/default.asp

Address:
33633 IL. Rt 9
Mackinaw, IL 61755

RSVP by 4/10/08 to Kari Hennenfent!
hennenfk@unit5.org
3098886917



Prairie Literacy Obay Summer Conference

Kathleen Baxter

Get Real: Getting Kids EX«
About Notikiction

MID -STATE READING CQAJNCIL

Come learn how Non-fiction books can catch your
reluctant readers off guard and get them excited
about reading. Be prepared to laugh, be grossed out,
and have ah ha

moments. The cost of only $75.00, includes

parking, continental breakfast, snacks, and lunch.
Send in your registration for the

conference now! Registrations are due by June 16th,
2008

When: Wednesday June 25, 2008 Time: 9:00 i 3:00 5 CPDUGSs

Where: ISU (directions will be sent closer to the event)

Cost: $75.00 includes parking, breakfast, snack, and box -lunch

Registrations by June 16th to: Kari Hennenfent 24 Rosewood Ct. Bloomington, IL 61704

Address:

City: Zip: Phone:

E-Mail:

(You will receive an e -mail confirmation when your registration is received)



