
MID State Reading Council is 
ordering tee-shirts. If you would 
like to order a tee-shirt, please let 
Noma Simpson know at nsimp-
son@lexington.k12.il.us The 
price of the v-neck shirts will be 
$10.50 ea. for sizes S-XL., 2XL 
will be $12.50 ea. and 3XL for 
$14.50 ea. If only 20-25 shirts are 
ordered, the price per shirt will 
increase .50. Please see the size 
chart for approximate measure-
ments. 
 
The front of the tee-shirts will 
have: Live, Laugh, Read, and on 
one sleeve will have the other logo 
about MID State Reading. 

T-Shirts for Sale! By Noma Simpson (Co-Membership Chairperson) 

This could be as simple as read-
ing a poem, essay, or quote; or a 
more elaborate class, team, 
whole school novel.  
Read Around 
A fast, simple, and tasty recipe 
for exposing your students to 
many books in a short amount of 
time is a Read Around—
adapted from Steven Layne. 
All you need is a fresh, healthy 
selection of books (one per stu-
dent plus a few extra) and ten 
minutes.  To create a Read 
Around, put a book on each 
student’s desk. Explain that they 
will have several seconds 
(varying the time will keep the 
excitement high) to preview the 
book on their desk.  When time 
is called students can pass the 
book to the next person or keep 
it to continue previewing. You 
can keep a stack of books in your 
hands to give to a student if he 
or she has read the Read Around 
book before.  Continue the Read 
Around until students are full.   
 
MAIN COURSES 
Independent Reading Pro-
gram 
Imagine an unlimited buffet of 
books…books to satisfy every 
taste and craving…books that 
are necessary to sustain to the 
soul…books that explore the 
world.  Do you want to fill your 
own plate with a tantalizing 

selection of old favorites and delectable 
new dishes or do you want someone else 
to fill your plate for you?  An Independ-
ent Reading Program acknowledges a 
student’s right to read self-selected books 
(Atwell).  We encourage you set up a 
buffet in your classroom!   

Literature Circles/Student Led Dis-
cussion GroupsThis dish is sure to fill 
the minds of your students. Through the 
experience of sharing books with peers, 
students are able to question the text, 
analyze author’s purpose, and explore 
theme.  Teachers act as facilitators as 
they encourage students to participate in 
authentic discussion of literature.   

DESSERT 
Book Chats 
Didn’t leave enough room a big dessert? 
Intimidated by a complicated recipe with 
many ingredients? A light way to end 
your literary meal is with a Book Chat. 
A couple of times a week schedule this 
ending to your class.  Tempt your stu-
dents with a new title or two—hook 
them with an amazing plot, or interesting 
characters, or beautiful language. Same 
sweet, satisfying taste without all the 
hassle.   
 
Sources: Igniting a Passion for Reading by 
Steven Layne & The Reading Zone by Nan-
cie Atwell 

Literacy Café: A Menu for Middle School Reading Success- By  Janel Dowling &  Trisha Warner 

Do you want to create a love and 
appreciation for books in your class-
room?  Do you often wish you 
could recreate the atmosphere of 
reading a good book within the 
aromas of a local coffee house in 
your own classroom?  Do you want 
your students to have the same 
conversations with each other as 
you have in your own Book Groups 
surrounded by lattes, frappes, and 
coffees? Research shows that it is 
not enough to teach students the 
fundamentals of reading, but also 
the appreciation of reading.  There-
fore, one of the purposes of teach-
ing reading is to provide students 
the opportunity to value reading.  
Not sure how to implement such an 
atmosphere?  Allow us to provide 
you with a menu . . . courtesy of 
expert literacy chefs--Dr. Steven 
Layne and Nancie Atwell 
APPETIZERS 
Reading Aloud 
Listening to wonderful words can 
satisfy many hungers. The hunger 
for a satisfying story, the hunger for 
a laugh, the hunger for feeling con-
nected and being part of a commu-
nity, and the hunger for informa-
tion. No matter the age, these hun-
gers can be satisfied with a Read 
Aloud. In fact, reading aloud has 
been referred to as “the single most 
important activity for building the 
knowledge required for eventual 
success in reading” (Layne, pg. 52).  
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Show your 

pride in 

literacy– 

Buy a MID-

State T-

Shirt! 

(in inches)  S M L XL 2XL 3XL 

Body Width 18 3/8 19 3/8 21 1/2 23 5/8 25 3/4 27 3/4 

Sleeve Length 7 1/4 7 1/2 7 3/4 8 8 1/4 8 1/2 

Body Length 23 1/2 24 1/2 25 1/2 26 1/2 27 1/2 29 




