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PRESIDENT'S DESK—

Carol Owles

Happy Holidays to all of
our MID-State friends and
colleagues from your co-
Presidents, Katie Albritton
and me, Carol Owles. We
hope this special time of
the year is an enjoyable
one for you, your students,
and your families. Hope-
fully, you will have some
time to enjoy a good book
or two during our winter
break. As one of your
Presidents, | am proud to
represent our organization
and lllinois Reading Coun-
cil in our community. Our
local Council has had a
great start to this school
year with many literacy
events that have benefited
our students, families, the
community, and our own
professional growth.
Thanks to all of the tal-
ented speakers who pro-
vided almost 90 teachers
with an “Evening of Inspi-
ration” on October 16.
Thanks, also, to the many
MID-State volunteers who
helped make our Carnival
of Reading a huge suc-

State Readin

-Pr e s |

cess with over 250 children
and families in attendance on
November 2.

We have more great programs
planned for 2008! On January
24 we will enjoy an elegant
dinner and a presentation on a
very timely topic by Dr. Stacey
Bock and Nikki Kempel-
Michalak of ISU’s Autism
Spectrum Institute. Stacey
and Nikki will provide us with
some startling statistics and
information on autism and the
families who live with and care
for autistic children. They will
also share curricular ideas
and intervention strategies to
help us work more effectively
with autistic children in our
classrooms. Send your reser-
vation in after the holidays and
join us for a delicious meal,
great conversation, and very
informative speakers.

On March 13-15, 2008, plan
to attend the lllinois Reading
Council Conference in Spring-
field. Great speakers, noted
authors, and many literacy
experts will be there to inspire
and inform us. Itis always a
wonderful conference and
professional meeting. Be sure
to register by February 1 to
get the discounted registra-
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tion rate as a MID-State
member.

On April 15, we will enjoy
a lively book discussion in
the beautiful, serene set-
ting of the Mackinaw Valley
Winery. (Look for more
information on this event in
another part of the newslet-
ter.) Our Summer Confer-
ence is June 25 and should
be a relaxing and informa-
tive day with librarian, book
-talker, and School Library
Journal columnist, Kath-
leen Baxter. She will ex-
pand our knowledge of
quality non-fiction chil-
dren’s literature to encour-
age our reluctant readers
to read more. We would
love to see current mem-
bers, new member, stu-
dents, and all literacy advo-
cates join us for any of
these literacy events. See
you in January at the
Doubletree, and remember
that books make great
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MID-State Reading Council would
like to welcome and introduce two
new Board Members to our mem-
bership. Janel Dowling is our
Grants Chairperson. Janel was a
Board member several years ago
and has rejoined us after moving
back to the Bloomington-Normal
area. She is a teacher at Kingsley
Jr. High School in Normal. June

g e
Fredell is a graduate student at
ISU and coordinator of the Liter-
acy Tutoring Center there. She
will be our ISU Liaison. We our
pleased to have these talented
ladies join us in our efforts to sup-
port literacy in our community and
state! Janel can be reached at

dowlingj@unit5.org and (309) 261-

2857, and June is at je-
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frede@ilstu.edu and (309) 438-
8860. Send Janel your grant ap-
plications and call June with any
questions, if you have students
with tutoring needs.

MemberShip News 0 Bridget Carrol (membership Chair)

Winter Dinner

MEMBERSHIP DRAWING-

Bring a friend on January 24, 2008
to the Double Tree for our Winter
Dinner Meeting to hear from Stacey
Bock and Nikki Kempel from ISU’s
Autism Spectrum Center/Clinic and
earn a prize!ll

As a member of MID-State and Illi-

News from the Parent and Reading Committee

nois Reading Council bring a
friend that is a non-member
who signs up to become a
member that evening. You
and your friend will be entered
in a drawing to each win a
$25.00 gift certificate to Bar-
nes-n-Noble. Bring two friends
and you could be entered
twice. Hope to see you and
your friends there!!!

By Debbie Johnson (parents and Reading Chair)

Here are some helpful web sites
that provide reading and literacy
information. Parents and teach-
ers may enjoy visiting these
sites.

http://www.readingrockets.org

This site is full of information to help
your child with reading. Click on
“The Gift of Reading,” for the perfect
book to purchase or check out from
the library. Scroll down to “More
from Reading Rockets,” to find
reading tips for parents. Lists from
Preschool to Grade 3 are provided.

http://www.indiana.edu/~reading/
ieo/digests/d89.html

Here are quick suggestions for
parent involvement in literacy.
Suggestions include details of:

e Visiting local libraries.
e Reading aloud.

e Listening to your child read.

Having book conversations.

e Helping your child write.



http://www.readingrockets.org/
http://www.indiana.edu/~reading/ieo/digests/d89.html
http://www.indiana.edu/~reading/ieo/digests/d89.html
mailto:dowlingj@unit5.org
mailto:jefrede@ilstu.edu
mailto:jefrede@ilstu.edu

WINTER 2007 NEWSLETTER PAGE 3

News from Adult and Family Literacy
Committee = Brittney Minton (Adult and Family Literacy Chair)

Districts, schools and teachers set the Assess your classroom environment. photos and posters, pictures of
climate for parent involvement. Parents  Does it say "Welcome" to families? family events, etc.) that reflect all
need to know that they are valued the families in your classroom?
members of the school community and
that they are equal supporters of their

Do you have one or two adult-sized
chairs so parents can sit comfortably? How do you support parents in
setting a learning climate at

children’s academic success. Parents, Do you have an open door policy? home?

in turn, must set the climate for learn- Have you asked parents what would '

ing at home, demonstrating that educa-  make them more comfortable in your | 2kenfrom: _

tion is important. classroom? http://www.famlit.org/site/apps/nl/c
ontent2.asp?c=gtJWJdMQISE&b=

Here are some thoughts to help you How do you greet parents when they  20422158.ct=2780021

make the most of parental involve- come to your door?

ment:

Do you have visual displays (cultural

Free Money for your classroom!
The Carol Berry Memorial Grant

- Carol Owles (Co -President)

to deserving educators to en- grant applications are due Janu-
hance literacy in their class- ary 9, 2008 to

rooms and schools. There will
be at least two grants awarded

Would you like some extra $$$ to use
for materials in your classroom or to

buy those supplies that would make a Janel Dowling

special January 24, 2008 at our Winter 305 N. Towanda Avenue
project one of your best yet? Now is Dinner Meeting. To apply, just Normal, IL 61761

the time to apply for the Carol Berry fill out the grant application found

Memorial Literacy Grant, awarded in this newsletter. Any ques-

each year by Mid-State Reading tions? Just call Janel Dowling

Council. This year MID-State will be at (309) 261-2857 or Carol
awarding grants for up to $500 each Owles at (309) 376 -7031. The

Spl‘ing Book Discussion - Kari Hennenfent (Vice -
President & Ya -Ynot? Chair)

Join MID State Reading Council at the

. . ; , schools for Pakistan and Afghani-
Mackinaw Winery for a book discussion

: s ; ’ stan, especially for the education of
on April 15th. We will be discussing the girls. \
nonfiction book: Three Cups of Tea: One \S
Man’s Mission to Promote Peace...One The cost is $5.00 per person and P
School at a Time by Greg Mortenson and  includes a tour and tasting in the
David Oliver Relin. This book presents winery from 5:00—6:00 with the —
Greg Mortenson’s story of a failed at- discussion to follow from 6:00—

tempt at climbing the summit of K2 and 7:00.
his discovery of the power of building
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Carol Berry Memorial Literacy Grant

This January MID-State Reading Council will be awarding at least two Carol Berry Memorial Literacy
Grants for up to $500 each. Grants are awarded based on the worthiness of the project described in
the application and the completeness of the information provided. The grants chosen will be
awarded at our Winter Dinner Meeting on January 24, 2008. We are looking forward to awarding
these grants and finding out what this year’s recipients will be doing with their funding. Applications
are due by January 9, 2008.

Recent grant winners have chosen to use their money in a variety of creative ways. MID-State has
funded projects to develop multi-cultural literature collections, the use of literature in hands-on sci-
ence, family literacy programs, classroom animal projects with accompanying literature, books and
related puppets, and “Caught You Reading” posters and bookmarks. Fire up those creative juices
that are constantly flowing in your classroom, put them down on paper, and try for the funding this
grant provides! Don’t miss this opportunity to help fund your classroom or group reading/writing pro-
ject. If you have any questions, call Janel Dowling at (309) 261 -2857, Grants Chairperson or
Carol Owles at (309) 376 -7031, MID-St at e {presidéna

MID-St at e Reading Council 0s
Carol Berry Memorial
Literacy Grant Application
Award Amount: Up to $500
Your application should include the following items:

Program/Project Title:

Date of Project:

Place:

I.  Statement of Purpose:

[I. Needs Statement:

[ll. Description of Population served:

IV. Description of Project:

V. Itemized Budget:

VI. Plan for publicity:

VII. Plan for Evaluation:

Contact Person:
Phone:
Street Address:
City and Zip:
Date of application:
Return your application to: Janel Dowling

@%% o 305 N. Towanda Avenue
W DET

Normal, IL 61761



WINTER 2007 NEWSLETTER

Prairie Literacy Conference 2007

kari hennenfent (Vice President & ya

Featured Speaker:
Kathleen Baxter

Save the date, June 25th, 2008,
for a fabulous one day presenta-
tion by Kathleen Baxter, the Non-
fiction Booktalker. Come learn
how Nonfiction books can catch
your reluctant readers off guard
and get them excited about read-
ing. Be prepared to laugh, be

Normal
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-ynot? Chair)

grossed out, and have ah ha mo-
ments. The summer conference
will be held at Kingsley Jr. High
School for the cost of only $75.00,
which includes continental break-
fast, snacks, and lunch, Watch for
registration for the conference com-
ing soon! This is the same one day
conference that BER offers for
$195!

Kathleen Baxter

public library events -

Katrina Pollitt (Normal Public Library Liaison)

Holiday Treasures -

Saturday, December 8, 2007,
Drop by between 10am - 1pm

Bring your family to the Nor-
mal Public Library to create a
holiday reindeer! Listen to
holiday stories in the story
hour room at 10:30 am, 11:30
am, and 12:30 pm. This FREE
family activity will be held in

Bloomington public library events -

the Discovery Room.

Talesat 2 - Pre-schoolers and
their families are welcome to
come and enjoy songs and sto-
ries every Friday afternoon at
2:00 pm beginning Oct.5th and
ending December 14th. This
FREE family activity will be held
in the Book Nook.

Georgianne Schau (Bloomington Public Library)

| Have a Dream

In January we will be remembering
Dr. Martin Luther King with a spe-
cial display of books about his life.
Children are encouraged to read
about him and then write their own
reviews of the book. A folder for
each of the books will contain the
cover and first page along with a
professional review. Children can
fill out a form expressing their
opinion of the book which will be

included in the folder.

Our "I Have a Dream" board will fea-
ture parts of Dr. King's speech.
Children can write their own ideas
about their dreams to make the
world a better place. These will be
added to the board and displayed
through February.

Mad Science -" Fire and Ice"

February 2 at 2 pm in the Community

Room

Kids of all ages are invited to join
the Mad Scientist for a thrilling,
fast -paced science presentation.
The Mad Scientist will be present-
ing a program called "Fire and Ice"
which will feature impressive sci-
ence experiments. The interactive
show will include foggy dry ice
storms and a "burp" potion as well
as many other demonstrations of
scientific principles.
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A Creative Way to Share Literature Socially MIDState Reading Council

Learn about great books and share great ideas!

Meet the most invested and involved educators in Central lllino
Go shopping (with a discount!)

Door prizes!

Free food and drinks!

. Earn CPDUS!

WHAT DO | DO?:

Choose a book from the List

Read it

Share your thoughts at the meeting
. Have fun!

WHEN AND WHERE:
. 9:00 and 11:00 am the third Saturday of each month

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
. Pl ease see www. midstateread,]
. Questions may be directed to:
. Kari Hennenfent hennenfk@unit5.org phone6¢90%)888
. Tara Jacquin crm2590@bn.com phone (309664

November: Multiple Narrators April: Fugitive Factor
December:Arm Chair Travel May: Nothing But the Truth

J a n u a r Bildudg8r8mans June: Fairy Tales Retold
February: Graphic Novels July: Connected to a Classic

March: Caudill Nominees 2009 August: no meeting



Mid - State Reading Council
Cordially Invites You to
Our Winter Dinner Meeting and Presentation on
Autism Spectrum Disorders: Intervention Strategies
Thursday, January 24, 2008, at 5:30 p.m. at

the Double Tree Hotel & Conference Center, Bloomington, IL

Our Guest Speakers will be Dr. Stacey Bock, Associate Professor of Special Education and
Director of the Autism Spectrum Institute at ISU and

Nikki Kempel -Michalak, Coordinator of the Autism Spectrum Institute

Dinner Selection - Chicken Dijonaise (marinated chicken breast, finely dusted in Herbs, Crumbs
and roasted in a White Grape and Artichoke Dijon), Salad, Rolls, Potato, and fresh Vegetables
will be served. A chocolate mousse will be served for dessert. If a Vegetarian meal is needed,
please request below. Coffee, tea, and water will be served with the meal. A cash bar will be
available.

Price of the meal: $25.00 (There is no cost for the program.)

~N N AN N N N N N A~ A

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- AAAAAR[ARMDAMA

Kindly RSVP by January 21, 2008 to Carol Owles
8325 Edgewater Drive

Carol 6s emai | : csowles@ | stu. edu
Name _
Address
Email Phone
Dinner Selection: Chicken Vegetarian

Please make your check payable to: MID -State Reading Council



