
The President’s Corner… 

Welcome back to another exciting year in education! I hope everyone was able to 

have a relaxing summer. I am excited about being your new President this year. Our 

Mid-State Council board members have been busy planning our Calendar for 2010-

2011. We have great speakers lined up and hope to bring you some inspiring ideas 

to begin your year. I look forward to meeting as many of our members as possible 

and to recruiting new members as well. I am happy to be working with a great group 

of professional board members who are enthusiastic about bringing literacy ideas to 

our community.  Please check out our Save The Date section for information on this 

year’s programs. Hope to see you there!  

Liz Luering 
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Live, Laugh, Read! 

Save The Dates 

Meet and Greet Happy 

Hour 

Thursday, Sept. 30 4:30-

6:30 

 

Carnival of Reading 

Friday, Oct. 29 6:30-8:30 

 

Fall Festival of Literacy 

Thursday, Nov. 4 5-7:30 

 

Spring Fling 

Thursday, April 7 5-7:30 

 

Summer Conference with  

Candace Fleming & Cindy 

Georgis 

June 9, 2011 

Officers: 
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Katie Albritton 
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President Elect 
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arendeta@unit5.org 
  
Vice-President 
Janel Dowling 
dowlingjn@unit5.org 
 
Treasurer 
Carol Owles 
csowles@ilstu.edu 
 
Secretary 
Gail McDermott 
Mcder-
mog@unit5.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us September 30 at Station 220, formerly known as Central 

Station Café, for our first social event of the school year!  Meet 

and greet your MID-State Reading Council officers, enjoy appetiz-

ers and drinks (cash bar provided) with other professionals, and 

learn more about how our council can benefit YOU.  We will 

have òSave the Dateó magnets available for you so you are sure 

not to miss a literacy event this year! All you have to do is swing 

by after school between the hours of 4:30-6:30pm and absorb the 

information provided including: how you can earn up to $300 for 

your classroom, how you can earn CPDUs for attending or par-

ticipating in professional development opportunities, and how you 

can win a free Illinois Reading Council membership saving you 

$40 by simply earning stamps on your very own MID-State card.  

Council members look forward to answering any questions you 

may have regarding MID-State membership, events, or to simply 

chat about literacy!  Whether you have no knowledge of our or-

ganization or have been a member for years, you donõt want to 

miss this opportunity.  Because this is an òopen house formató, 

feel free to come and go as you please as there will be no formal 

presentation.  So, grab a few friends, and stop by Station 220 on 

September 30 to kick off the school year with MID-State! 

Celebrate Literacy at Station 220 

By: Janel Dowling (Vice President Elect)  



for this fun, free, family 

event! 

Plan to join us for MID-State 

Reading Councilõs Annual Car-

nival of Reading on Friday, 

October 29, 2010, from 6:30 to 

8:00 p.m. at Bloomington Junior 

High School.  Chicago Story-

teller, Chris Fascione, will be the 

feature of our carnival with his 

enthusiastic style, of sharing fun, 

engaging stories! Refreshments, 

a Book Walk, balloons, and lots 

of other surprises are planned 

Don’t MISS Out on this Literacy Grant Opportunity! By Trish Warner (Grants Chairperson) 

Carnival of  Reading 2010 By Carol Owles (Past President)  

Council Leadership Retreat.  
As I sat there the first day, I 
felt overwhelmed, anxious, and 
out of my comfort zone.  I 
thought to myself, what did I 
get myself into - I have no idea 
what this is all about. When I 
attended the retreat this year, I 
felt much more comfortable.  
The reason was because I knew 
the procedures of the retreat 
and was able to focus on the 
information being shared and 

how I could make it applicable 
for our local council.   
     Students in our classroom 
feel much the same way those 
first few weeks of school.  
Many of us dive right in with 
our curriculum and haven't 
taken the time to ease the 
anxieties of our students by 
taking time to establish our 
routines and procedures of the 
classroom.   
 

Tips For a Smooth Start to a Great Year! By Teresa Arendell (President Elect) 

     We all get in such a hurry to 
get started right away and dive 
right in with our curriculum, 
when we should take the time 
to establish those important 
crucial routines and procedures 
in our classrooms.  It's these 
routines/procedures which 
provides security for the stu-
dents and establishes for a 
much more successful year. 
     Last year was my first year 
attending the Illinois Reading 

MID-State Reading Council will 
again award the Carol Berry 
Memorial Literacy Grant.  
This year the council will award 

the grant twice--once in the fall 
and once in the summerñfor up 
to $300.  Grants are awarded 
based on the worthiness of the 
project described in the applica-
tion and the completeness of the 
information provided.  The fall 
grant will be awarded at MID-
Stateõs Fall Festival on Novem-
ber 4, 2010. 

Applications are due no later 
than October 31, 2010.  Applica-
tions should be mailed to Trisha 
Warner at 303 Kingsley Street, 
Normal, IL 61761 or sent elec-
tronically to war-
nert@unit5.org.  Please contact 
Trisha Warner with any ques-
tions: warnert@unit5.org or 
(309)287-3804. 

Your application should include 
the following items:  

Contact Person  

Phone  

Street Address, City, Zip 
Code 

Date of Application 

Title 

Date of Project 

Place 

Statement of Purpose 

Needs Statement 

Description of Population 
Served 

Description of Project  

Itemized Budget  

Plan for Publicity  

Plan for Evaluation 
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Donôt Forget to 

check out the 

Carnival of 

Reading, 

October 29, 

2010!  See below 

for Details... 

Need help planning those Liter-

acy lessons-??-  A great Grant 

opportunity awaits you!   

Come join the fun under the big 

top! 

Membership Chairs 
Noma Simpson/Brittney Minton 
nsimpson@lexington.k12.il.us 
Brittney.minton@gmail.com 
 
Publicity 
Mary Current/Anne Atteberry 
Mary.current@stmarysschol.net 
attebera@unit5.org 
 
Hospitality 
Donna Rollins 
Rollindj@unit5.org 
 
Parents in Reading 
Debbie Johnson 
djohnson@prairiecentral.org 
 
Grant Chair 
Trish Warner 
warnert@unit5.org 
 
Jr. High/Middle School Liaison 
Terri  Peoples 
peoplesta@unit5.org 
 
Bloomington Public Library Liaison 
Georgianne Schauh 
au 
gefhkforgian-
nes@bloomingtonlibrary.org 
 
Normal Library Liaison 

Board Members 

mailto:warnert@unit5.org
mailto:warnert@unit5.org
mailto:warnert@unit5.org


The first days of school can be 
very important for you and your 
students. Harry & Rosemary 
Wongõs book has some sugges-
tions on how you can greet stu-
dents on Day 1 and I have used 
these suggestions in my class-
room. These suggestions in-
clude: 
Step 1. Post the following infor-
mation next to the classroom 
door: 

Your name 
Room number  
Section or period, if appro-
priate 
Grade level or subject 
An appropriate welcome or 
greeting 

Step 2.  Stand at the door on 

the first day of school. Have a 
smile on your face, hand ready 
to shake the studentsõ hands, and 
a look that says you canõt wait to 
meet them.  
 
Step 3. As they stand there, 
wondering if you are the right 
teacher and this is the correct 
room, welcome them to a new 
school year and tell them the 
following information: 

Your name 
Room number 
Section or period, if appro-
priate 
Anything else appropriate, 
such as seating assignment  

Step 4. Check each studentõs 
registration card, and if the stu-

dent is in the wrong place or is 
lost, help the student or find a 
guide who will.  
Step 5. After you greet a stu-
dent, the student should be able 
to enter the classroom and see 
the same information displayed 
in the room: 

Your name 
Room number 
Section or period, if appro-
priate 
Grade level or subject 
An appropriate welcome or 
greeting 

Everything possible should be 
done to welcome the students 
and to make sure they know 
where to go and how to get 
there on time. 

book.  These small group dis-
cussions will be followed by a 
large group activity related to 
the book.  Cathy is excited to 
implement òFamilies Reading 
Togetheró and MID-State is 
thrilled to help students part-
ner with their families to pro-
mote literacy. Congratulations 
Cathy Montgomery! 

The 2009-2010 Carol Berry 
Memorial Grant was awarded 
to Cathy Montgomery at 
MID-Stateõs summer confer-
ence with Ralph Fletcher.  
Cathy is a 2nd grade teacher at 
Flanagan Grade School.  With 
the $500 grant, Cathy will fa-
cilitate òFamilies Reading To-
gether.ó  She plans on purchas-
ing 5 class sets of books to be 
read by her students and their 
families.  After each book is 
read, a family night will be 
held.  Families will meet in 
small groups to discuss the 

First Days By Noma Simpson (Co-Membership Chairperson) 

Carol Berry Grant Winner 2009-2010 By Trish Warner (Grants Chairperson) 

to become Happy New ôSchoolõ 
Year.  New Years bring to mind 
resolutions.  So for this school 
year I am making the resolution 
to relax and enjoy.  I resolve to 
enjoy the fresh new faces.  I plan 
to relax and enjoy the summer 
days that are yet to come.  I en-
courage parents to do the same.  
Yes, get your kids ready for 
school, but relax.  And enjoy. 

  
Web sites to make your own 
resolution http://
momshomeroom.msn.com 
Enter the sweepstakes School 
Yearõs Resolution.  It is brought 
to you by Kelloggõs Frosted Mini 
Wheats. 
Check www.amazingmoms.com 
for back to school tips. 

Back to School From Parents in Reading By: Debbie Johnson (Parents in Reading Chairperson) 

Oh, the back to school letters we 
teachers receive.  At first glance, 
all I see is blah, blah, blah, Au-
gust 23rd at 8:00, blah, blah.  But 
then I see the final sentence.  
Relax and enjoy what remains of 
your summer.   
  
Often my back to school bulletin 
board recreates the Happy New 
Year theme, only I insert ôschoolõ 

Page 3 VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1 

What is 

your new 

school 

yearôs 

resolution? 

Students with first-day anxi-

ety will be reassured with 

some simple, kind words. 

Trish Warner presents the award to the 2009
-2010 Carol Berry literacy grant winner, 
Cathy Montgomery, at the MID-State Read-
ing Council summer conference in June. 

http://momshomeroom.msn.com/
http://momshomeroom.msn.com/
http://www.amazingmoms.com/


Bloomington Public Library News 

Happenings at the Normal Public Library 

Normal Public Library often 
features many exciting events 
at their facility.  Please check 
out the website www.normal-
library.org for more informa-
tion about all the great pro-
grams for children, teens, and 
adults!  It changes often, so 
check back frequently! 

There are a variety of upcom-
ing events at the Bloomington 
Public Library.  They include: 
Teen Green Crafts 
Teens will meet at 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, September 21, in the 
Community Room where 
theyõll make a craft project 
from reused and/or recycled 
materials. 
Preschool Storytime  
Preschool Storytime will meet 
at 10 a.m., on Wednesdays in 
September, in the Story Room 
at Bloomington Public Library. 
This 30-minute program will 
help your 3- to 5-year-old build 
independent listening skills. 
New Release Movie Nights 

On Wednesday nights at 6:30 
p.m., BPL will be showing the 
newest and hottest DVD 
movie which was released just 
the day before. Every showing 
is free, and so is the popcorn. 
Titles will be determined as 
movie release dates are made 
available. 
Trial of the Big Bad Wolf 

On Saturday, September 25, at 

11 a.m. in the Bloomington 

Public Library Community 

Room, the voice and piano 

students of Phyllis Griffin will 

present a musical version of 

The Trial of the Big Bad Wolf. 

The wolf is being tried for his 

crimes by the Three Little Pigs, 

Red Riding Hood, Peter, and 

the Boy Who Cried Wolf. Join 

us for this fun, musical play!   

All of these events are listed on 

the libraryõs website 

www.bloomingtonlibrary.org.  

Please check it often if you are 

interested in finding out more 

about what your local library 

has to offer. 
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L ibrary 

At the... 

http://www.normal-library.org
http://www.normal-library.org
http://www.bloomingtonlibrary.org


MID-State Reading Council 

Serving  McLean  & DeWitt, Counties 

Member Address 
For membership information, be sure to 
visit the website 
www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org.   
This is where you can find out informa-
tion about this council, others in the area 
and ways the Illinois Reading Council can 
help you be a better teacher of literacy! 


