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Have you tried the www.scholastic.com site lately? Click on Read yOQUR MID-Staze A4

Every Day, Lead a Better Life. There’s a section for parents and  Puncheard
teachers with another section where you can share your

“Bookprint.” What’s that you ask? Your “Bookprint” would be

the 5 books that left an indelible mark on your life. During the

next snow storm, check it out!
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF MID-STATE READING COUNCIL’'S FACEBOOK
PAGE AND BLOG! BECOME A FRIEND OF MID-STATE AND STAY

INFORMED OF UPCOMING LITERACY OPPORTUNITIES!
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Mary.cutrent@stmarysschol.net
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Donna Rollins
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Grant Chair
Trish Warner
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Terri Peoples
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Bloomington Public Library Liaison
Georgianne Schau
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Normal Public Library Liaison
Katrina Pollitt
Kpollitt@normallibrary.org
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CUI‘] UP Witb a GOOd BOOk' Noma Simpson (Co-Membership Chair)

During the winter months, 1
was able to read two books
written by Cynthia Pazdal-
ski. Cynthia is a teaching
assistant at LeRoy Elemen-
tary School in Illinois. This
book started out as a chal-
lenge thrown out to a sixth-
grade reading class at LeRoy
Elementary School. The
teacher showed the class a
wonderful picture book en-
titled The Pictures of Harris
Burdick. This enchanting
book claimed that a man
named Harris Burdick
brought a series of his draw-
ings to a publisher in hopes
of finding work as an illus-
trator. He left the drawings
with the publisher for con-
sideration. This led Cynthia
to write two books and is
on her third book because
of the challenge from her
students.

The first book
called The Mask of the Phar-
aoh is about a twelve-year
old Daniel Trueblood get-
ting dumped by his parents

at his ever-so-great Aunt
Bertha’s farm house in Illi-
nois. He thinks he’s in for a
boring time. Little does he
suspect that he is actually in
for the time of his life as he
travels back to 1922 for a
new, exciting adventure.

Daniel and his best
friends, the Crumbucket,
kids-brave Diamante,
brainy Cinquain, and little
Haiku join up with Emma-
line, an escaped dove, to
form a magic show to keep
history from being
changed., They do this
while waging battle with a
time-traveling villain whose
thirst for magical treasures
and evil deeds spans across
decades.

But never fear
readers, help is on the way
not only for the heroes in
the book but for you, too.
There is a silly dictionary
and definitions section at
the back of the book to
help with any unfamiliar
words, and it’s worth read-

ing just for the fun of it.

The second book,
called The Black Prince’s Ruby,
is about Emmaline, the
magic dove, who is at it
again as she whisks 12 year-
old Daniel Trueblood and
his friends Diamante, Cin-
quain, and Haiku Crum-
bucket to jolly, old England.
But the four friends find
that England, circa 1671,
isn’t so fun. For the first
and only time in history, the
fabulous crown jewels of
England have been stolen
and heads will roll if Daniel
and his friends can’t find the
missing crown and return it
to its rightful owner-King
Chatles II. As if that wasn’t
enough trouble, the heroes
have to put up with strange
foods, no toilets, dirt floors,
and evil adversaries. Emma-
line will not even consider
returning the children to
their own time until the
crown is recovered and his-
tory is put to right.

NC‘W GI‘&I]t OPPOftUHjty.,- Trisha Warner (Grants Chair)
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Local Libraries- Your Best Resource for LITERACY!

The Bloomington Public & Nor-  brary’s website at

mal Public Libraries often feature ~www.bloomingtonlibrary.org.
many exciting events and resources The Normal Public Library’s web-
for all ages. site is located at www.normal-
library.org. Come see what’s hap-
pening!

BE SURE TO
REGISTER AND
ATTEND IRC’s

Both libraries have very useful
websites that offer a plethora of
ideas for building literacy and hav-

: : A3R° ANNUAL
ing fun at the same time. Please ILLINOIS READING
check out Bloomington Public Li- CONFERENCE
MARCH 17-19,
2011 IN
SPRINGFIELD, IL—~
Carol Berry Memorial Literacy Grant Update- trisha Wamer (Grants) “LITERACY
OUTSIDE THE
The fall grant of $300 was another opportunity for the schools to be Box!

. . . . GREAT SPEAKERS,
awarded to Rexie Lanier, Liter-  literate together. We’ve all seen and love AUTHORS, AND
acy Specialist for McLean the celebrity READ posters from the EVENTS!!
County Unit 5. Rexie will use American Library Association (ALA) GO TO THE [RC

v ' y : WEBSITE @

the grant to benefit the dis- With the grant money, Rexie has pur-
chased software from the ALA to create
READ pictures of students, staff, and

student groups reading a favorite book.

WWW.ILLINOISREA
DINGCOUNCIL.OR

trict’s three (soon to be four)

G FOR
INFORMATION &
REGISTRATION!

middle schools. This year, for
the first time ever, the dis-

trict’s middle schools have These pictures will be on display

Carol Berry Memorial Liter-
acy Grant for summer 2011—
Up to $300 Awarded

This year the council will award
this grant twice. The fall grant
has been awarded so now it is
time to begin applying for the
summer grant. Grants are
awarded based on the worthi-
ness of the project described in
the application and the com-
pleteness of the information
provided. The summer grant
will be awarded at MID-State’s
summer conference on June 9,

2011. Applications are

due no later than May 27,

2011. Applications should

be mailed to Trisha Wat-

ner at 303 Kingsley Street,

Normal, IT. 61761, or sent

electronically to war-

nert@unit5.org.

Your application should

include the following

items:

¢ Contact Person

¢ Phone/email

¢ Street Address, City,
Zip

* & & O o o o

* & & o

Date of Application
Title

Date of Project

Place

Statement of Purpose
Needs Statement
Description of Popu-
lation Served
Description of Project
Itemized Budget
Plan for Publicity
Plan for Evaluation

worked together to promote
literacy through monthly ac-
tivities. The grant will offer

throughout the middle schools. Con-
gratulations to Rexie and all the middle
school students at Unit 5!

Féll[ FC‘SI' MiHi— COI]fé‘I‘é‘HCC‘ Upda te Liz Luering (President)

In November, MID-
State held a very suc-
cessful mini-
conference. We hosted
Crystal Anderson &
Elaine Modene of
Aurora, Illinois. These
two high energy ladies

presented on The
CAFE in the Class-
room. They spoke to
a packed house! There
were over 120 people
in attendance. We all
took away great ideas

for a comprehensive

hope to hear more
from these fantas-
tic speakers in the
future!

approach to literacy. It

was a fun evening, We




Mid-State Reading Council proudly presents

Cpring Fling

Increasing
- Reading Performance .
through Technology

It is no surprise the students in our classroom today are technology natives. While most of our classroom

d \‘.\l,.',

literacy practices are based on traditional printed texts, we can embrace the technology our students are
involved in to extend their learning, increase motivation, and honor our students’ voices. Join us while our
keynote speaker, Tracy Tarasiuk, shares ideas for utilizing technology practices while increasing student
performance and engagement in reading. Using wiki spaces to organize information and meaning while
reading novels can increase student collaboration and support meaning making in book clubs. By creating
digital book talks students engage in transformed practice in which they demonstrate understanding in other
contexts. Incorporating music and images in poetry can increase students’ success in attempt at

interpretation. Come hear about these fabulous ideas that can easily be implemented in your classroom! @
When: ApriI 7, 2011 4 o summer conference!
Time: 5:00-7:30 pm ) . )
Where: Kingsley Junior High School vith you to Sprl.ng Fling

303 Kingsley Street ong. Books will be

Normal, IL 61761 mer reading. For every
CPDUs: 1 'EE registration to our
RSVP: Register by Friday, April 1, 2011 value!

U ’
-------------- <3< 3< -------- Detach and return with payment to register------- 3<3<3<------------

Name:
Address: City: Zip:
Phone: E-mail:
Fees:
Please check one. Mid-State Members - $7.00 Non-Members -$10.00 Students-$5.00

Make checks payable to: MID-State Reading Council

will be awarded! Dinner
Dinner Selections: vided! Bring a friend or

Please check one: Vegetarian Meal Non-Vegetarian Meal
two along!

Send registration to: /ish to bring your laptop
Janel Dowling @ Kingsley Junior High School

303 Kingsley St. Normal, IL 61761

w; however, it is not
necessary.

< J




Registration is open NOW for MID-State Reading Council’s
Summer Conference - Thursday, June 9, 2011!

Title: Writing Under the Influence (of Literature)

Featuring: Candace Fleming and Cyndi Giorgis

The conference presentation will address the question, “How does the
literature that authors write and teachers read to and with students inform as well as
transform their writing?” The presenters will develop the idea of a triangular
intersection between children’s literature, teacher, and writer and consider how and
why children’s literature becomes a key component in learning to write. In addition,
the presenters will exam the role of the read aloud as foundational for direct and
indirect lessons about writing and explore how independent reading teaches students
about the craft of writing and the impact of writing on the reader.

Candace Fleming is an acclaimed author of more than twenty books for children
including the Boston Globe/Horn Book Award-winning biography, The Lincolns; the
bestselling picture book, Muncha! Muncha! Muncha!; the award winning The Great
and Only P.T. Barnum; and the beloved Boxes for Katje.

Cyndi Giorgis is a Professor of Literacy Education at the University of Nevada Las
Vegas. She is co-editor of the Journal of Children’s Literature and has been a book
reviewer for The Reading Teacher and Book Links Magazine. She has published
several books including The Wonder of It All: When Literature and Literacy Intersect,
Literature for Young Children: Supporting Emergent Literacy Ages 0 -8, and Reading
Aloud and Beyond. Dr. Giorgis teaches courses in children’s literature and language
arts at UNLV.

Register today to attend this exciting conference! Details and registration form
are included in this newsletter!!



MID-State Reading Council’'s Annual Summer Conferene

Writing Under the Influence (of Literature)
Featuring Cyndi Giorgis and Candace Fleming

Thursday, June 9, 2011 at Kingsley Junior High Scha, 303 Kingsley Street,
Normal, IL

Sign-in from 8:30— 9:00 a.m., Conference time 9:08.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Registration Form

Name

Address

City State Zip
Phone: Home ( ) Work (
E-mail

School District Name:

(5 CPDU credits will be available at the registatdesk at the end of the
conference.) Yes, | would like to receivePDU’s for attending this
event.

$65 — Registration for current MID-State Nbens — includes lunch
$110 — Registration for Non-MID-State Mensbeincludes lunch
Join MID-State now and pay member price! (Seevwdty membership details.)

TOTAL ENCLOSED - Make registration checkgglde to MID-State
Reading Council .

Registration must be postmarked by May 27", 2011to:

Liz Luering, 2151 Inez Lane, Normal, IL 61761, Ath. Summer Conference
TO JOIN MID-State AND IRC (lllinois Reading CouncifODAY, complete MID-State/IRC
membership form found on the IRC websitevatw.illinoisreadingcouncil.organd include a
SEPARATE CHECK FOR YOUR MEMBERSHIP MADE PAYABLE TGRC. Mail this with
your conference registration and fees to the albodeess. If you have any questions about
registration, you may e-mail Liz Luering laerinea@unit5.orgr Carol Owles at
csowles@ilstu.edu
Seating is limited, so register early!
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