
a. A statement of purpose 
b. A needs statement, including 

information about the popu-
lation to be served 

c. A description of the project 
including a timeline 

d. An itemized budget  
e. A plan for program or pro-

ject publicity 
f. A plan for program or pro-

ject evaluation 
Review Process: 
A committee of MID-State mem-
bers will serve on the review com-

Purpose: The MID-State Reading 
Council will annually award two 
financial grants up to $300 to 
individual council members for the 
purpose of promoting the literacy 
of children in the classroom. 
Guidelines:  
Each applicant will: 
1. Be a current member of 

the MID-State Reading 
Council 

2. Submit a complete pro-
posal for the program or 
project which includes: 

mittee using a blind review pro-
cess. Grants with identifiers will be 
disqualified. Grant recipients will 
be informed of their awards by 
email by the notification deadline. 
Those who submitted but did not 
receive grants will be notified by 
email and will be provided with 
feedback. 
1st Grant Deadline:  
December 15, 2011 
 
Notification and Award Date: 
January 12, 2012 

Carol Berry Memorial Literacy Grant  By Trisha Warner (Vice President/Grants Chair) 

ers develop efficient 
strategies for problem 
solving in texts and to 
comprehend the message 
at deeper levels (Soffos, 
2008).  It is designed for 
small groups of students 
in 3rd- 12th grades, and 
involves working with 
literature.  During CFG, 
one genre is studied over 
several weeks.  The stu-
dents first read in the 
genre, and then they 
write in the genre.  It is 
designed for daily 30 mi-
nute lessons.  Each genre 
unit has 3 phases, typical-
ly occurring over 4-6 
weeks.   

 Guided Reading Plus is 
an intervention process 
that is presented in small 
group format, and is 
most effective with stu-
dents in grades 1-3, or 
students in emergent, 
early, or transi-

tional reading levels.   It 
involves working with 
leveled readers, and les-
sons are daily for 30 
minutes.  Each lesson 
has 2 phases, which oc-
cur over 2 consecutive 
days.  The “Plus” is the 
work with words before 
Guided Reading, and the 
writing about the reading 
afterward. 

 
In order for the interventions 

to be effective, they must be 

presented with fidelity and 

integrity by trained profes-

sionals.  MID-State Read-

ing Council is offering a 

two night training during 

Fall Festival on October 3 

and 6, 2011.  If you are inter-

ested in training in these in-

terventions, be sure to regis-

ter for Fall Festival for MID-

State Reading Council.   

R.T.I– What Can I Do to Help My Students? By Gail McDermott (Secretary) 

    By now, we have all heard 

those three letters: R T I.  We 
even know that it stands for 
“Response to Intervention”.  
We probably even know that 
RtI is a method of academic 
interventions designed to pro-
vide early, effective assistance 
to children who are having 
difficulty learning.   RtI uses 
research-based and data driv-
en interventions across all 
levels of academic abilities.  
The big question for some of 
us is what are the interven-
tions to which our students 
will be responding?  Two of 
the literacy interventions 
which are research-based and 
data driven are Guided Read-
ing Plus and Comprehension 
Focus Groups. 

 Comprehension Focus 
Groups (CFG) is a series 
of reading and writing 
lessons in a specific genre 
that occur over a period 
of weeks.  The goal is to 
help the struggling read-

Page 2 GOT BOOKS? 

Have a fun, 

Creative project 

that you can’t wait 

to try out in your 

classroom?  Check 

out the Literacy 

Grant Opportunity 

Below! 

Fall Festival Coming Soon!  “Don’t let the word intervention Frighten You!” 
October 3 & 6….See Attached Flyer for more Information! 


