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Issue Four—Spring 2009

A message from our President:

Hi All,

Will the winter ever end!?! This has been a
busy year for our council. I have submitted the
IRC Honor Council forms and am busily working
on the IRA Honor Council paperwork. At our last
board meeting, we decided to work with the Piasa Bluffs Writing
Project (thanks Dr. Ralph Cordova) on a late summer joint work-
shop, which should be fun and informative. We will be getting
together after ISAT to organize the Fall Education Expo, so if
anyone is interested in serving on that committee, please get in
touch with me. Many hands make light work, plus you’ll get to
network with your colleagues.

We are also looking for a couple of volunteers who want to
become more involved with our council by serving as president-
elect and vice president.

Before we know it, the IRC Reading Conference will be here.
Let’s “Engage, Excite, and Ignite,” because ISAT will be over for
another year. . . and we’ll have a chance to recharge as we have an
opportunity to attend a fabulous professional development event
and network with more colleagues.

We are looking forward to our Spring Banquet, featuring au-
thor Andy Carmitchel. There will be a drawing for-not one—but
two school visits from this author to schools, plus copies of his
autographed books! See you soon! —Kim Winter

President

Lewis & Clark to Welcome Local Author

Our annual Spring Banquet on Tuesday, March 31, will feature guest speaker Andy
Carmitchel. The Highland author is a recently retired educator who spent over 30 years as a
teacher and administrator. He has penned three children’s books: Suspended, The Wizard of
Oak Street, and All of My Animals. A Wizard on Oak Street is a book for anyone who loves
mystery, magic and adventure. All of My Animals is a delightful book of poems for younger
children. Carmitchel wrote these two books for his grandchildren and has found a wider audi-

ence for these and his novel for young readers, Suspended.
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An affiliate of the Illinois Reading Council
and the International Reading Association

Lewis & Clark Reading Council
‘08-'09 Calendar of Events:

Tuesday, Mar. 31: 6 p.m. Spring Banquet at
Fischer’s Restaurant, Belleville

Tuesday, June 3: 6 p.m. Board Meeting at
Panera/St. Louis Bread Company at Collins-
ville Crossing off IL Rt. 157

Illinois Reading Council Events:

IThursday, Mar. 19-Saturday, Mar. 21,|
2009: “Reading! Engage! Ignite! Excite!”
IRC Conference, Springfield (Board & An-

| nual Meetings: Mar. 20) |

| saturday, April 25, 2009: Board Meeting- |
Y, Ap g
| The Chateau Hotel, Bloomington

I Wednesday July 8-Friday, July 10, 2009: I
| IrRC Leadership Retreat at Grand Bear  Re- |
| sort, Utica |

| Take a moment to visit the Illinois Read- |
| ing Council web site: |

www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Check out the links to our local council,
the 2009 IRC Conference
preview schedule.

Other grant and deadline information
is also available on the web site.

Join us at our annual banquet Tuesday, March 31 at 6:30 p.m. at Fischer’s Restaurant in Belleville, where you will be
sure to enjoy good food, good company and learn more about our featured speaker and his work! Simply complete the
registration form in this newsletter to make your reservations, and be sure to invite a friend.



CHECK OUT THESE BOOKS!

Finding quality biographies and history books that celebrate our nation’s presidents can sometimes
prove to be time-consuming and challenging. Choice Literacy’s Shari Frost recently shared a list of
children’s books for Presidents Day. She reported that “many Chicago literacy coaches are still on a
post-inaugural high, and decided that they were going to celebrate Presidents Day in a big way this
year. Since they are literacy coaches, the first order of business was to put together good text sets.
They combed school and classroom libraries, cashed in their book club bonus points, and even spent some cold, hard
cash to acquire books. Amazon lists 80 children's books under the search descriptor "Barack Obama!" Plowing through
the list revealed that many of them were rushed to the press as soon as the election results were final. Others turned out
to be coloring books and paper dolls. There were some good choices.” Check out these and visit
www.choiceliteracy.com. To learn about more inspiring books.

Barack Obama Biographies:

Roberta Edwards (2009). Barack Obama: United States President, Grosset & Dunlap

Beatrice Gormley (2008). Barack Obama: Our 44th President, Simon & Schuster

David Mendell (2008). Obama: A Promise of Change, HarperCollins

Garen Thomas (2008). Yes, We Can: A Biography of President Barack Obama, Feiwel & Friends

Nikki Grimes (2008). Barack Obama: Son of Promise, Child of Hope, Simon & Schuster. (picture biography)
Jonah Winter (2008). Barack, HarperCollins

Kadir Nelson (2008). Change Has Come: An Artist Celebrates Our American Spirit, Simon and Schuster

Lincoln's Bicentennial Birthday

Martha Brenner (1994) Abe Lincoln's Hat, Random House

Amy Cohn and Suzy Schmidt (2002). Abraham Lincoln, Scholastic

Barry Denenberg (2008). Lincoln Shot: A President's Life Remembered, Feiwel and Friends

Candance Fleming (2008). The Lincolns: A Scrapbook Look at Abraham and Mary, Schwartz & Wade
Nikki Giovanni (2008). Lincoln and Douglass: An American Friendship, Henry Holt

Doreen Rappaport (2008). Abe's Honest Words, Hyperion

Loyd Uglow (1997). Abraham Lincoln Will You Ever Give Up? Advanced Publishing

There is a great web site with additional information, references, and resources. Visit it at:
http://www.lincolnbicentennial.gov/

Several children's authors specialize in writing biographies of the presidents. Here are some favorites:

David A. Adler’s books are perfect for second and third grade students or struggling older readers. Almost every second
and third grade teacher had copies of some of Adler's books in their classroom libraries. These books have a predictable
structure, making them very supportive to transitional readers. Each book starts with the subject's childhood, moves on
to his young adulthood, and ends with his significant contribu-

tions as president PROPOSED SLATE OF OFFICERS
A Picture Book of Abraham Lincoln. Holiday House, 1990 FOR 2009-2010

A Picture Book of George Washington, Holiday House, 1990
A Picture Book of Thomas Jefferson, Holiday House, 1991 ) . .
A Picture Book of John F. Kennedy, Holiday House, 1992 President—Kim Winter

A Picture Book of Dwight David Eisenhower, Holiday House, President Elect—open for nominations*

2004 Vice President—open for nominations*

Check out the following authors: Secretary—Mary Margaret Pollard

Cheryl Harness (for struggling readers), Russell Freedman, Jean Treasurer_Cheryl Walker
Fritz, Judith St. George, Will Cleveland, Katherine Gibb Davis, Memb ership—D enise Oliveira

Judith Greenburg, Katherine Krull, Jane O’Connor, and Hanoch
Piven.
Additional information and descriptions are available at the Please contact President Kim Winter if

Choice Books web site (www.choicebooks.com). you or someone you know is interested
in a leadership position.




Lewis & Clark Reading Council
invites you to attend our
Annual Spring Banquet

Featuring Author and Educator
Andrew Carmitchel

When: Tuesday, March 31, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.
Where: Fischer’s Restaurant
2100 West Main Street, Belleville, IL

For directions, visit: www.fischersresaurant.com '

Lewis & Clark Reading Council Members: $20 per person RESTAURANT
Non-Members: $25 per person

Be sure to invite a friend and take part in drawings for
school visits from the author and autographed copies of his books, as well as
autographed books from several IRC Conference presenters!

I will attend the Lewis & Clark Reading Council

Spring Banquet on Tuesday, March 31, 2009.

Please check one: Member ($20) Non-Member ($25)

My check for $ is enclosed. Reservations are due no later than March 21,
2009.

Mail reservation/payment to: Contact Information:

Cheryl Walker, Treasurer Name

Lewis & Clark Reading Council

8908 S. Prairie Road Phone

Evansville, IL 62242
Email:
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Lewis & Clark Reading Council
Cheryl Walker

8908 S. Prairie Road
Evansville, IL 62242




