
A message from our President: 

As the year closes and we are out of school, this is a 

great time to reflect on many things. I am so thank-

ful for the people I’ve meet through Lewis & Clark 

and the many creative ideas they have generated.  
 

We had a successful Chocolate Across the Curriculum, meeting 

lots of new people and gaining members for Lewis & Clark and 

IRC. We attended two Teacher’s Institutes and spread the word 

about the Reading Council and what a bargain it is.  
 

With professional development dollars drying up and the econ-

omy in an upheaval, it’s great to know that our dues pay for con-

tinuing professional development with the journals—without leav-

ing our homes—and the HUGE savings at the spring confer-

ence—which does not conflict with ISAT this year!  
 

We look forward to the Piasa Bluffs Pizza Party with 

Dr. Ralph Cordova in January and on to our spring 

banquet featuring an author! As I have been reflect-

ing, I am reminded of a song that I sang when I was 

small; ―make new friends but keep the old—one is 

silver and the other gold.‖ We have gained many 

new members but we need to keep our members, too. 

So as your memberships expire, remember what a great deal it is 

to be a member of Lewis & Clark, which also includes member-

ship in the Illinois Reading Council. Tell colleagues about what a 

great  

resource membership to our council includes. 
 

Have a great winter break and we’ll see you at the pizza party!
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Happy Holidays All, 

Lewis & Clark Reading Council 
‘08-‘09 Calendar of Events: 

Thursday, Jan. 15: 5:30-7:30 p.m. Piasa      

Pizza Party with Dr. Ralph   Cordova ’s 

Piasa Bluffs Writing Project, Noble Ro-

man’s Pizza, 6663 Edwardsville Crossing 

Dr., Edwardsville, IL 

Tuesday, Feb. 3: 6 p.m. Board Meeting at 

Panera/St. Louis Bread Company at Col-

linsville Crossing off IL Rt. 157  

Tuesday, Mar. 31: 6 p.m. Spring Banquet 

at Fischer’s Restaurant, Belleville 

Tuesday, June 3: 6  p.m. Board Meeting 

at Panera/St. Louis Bread Company at Col-

linsville Crossing off IL Rt. 157 

Illinois Reading Council Events:  

Saturday, Jan. 17, 2009: Board Meeting-

The Chateau Hotel, Bloomington 

Thursday, Mar. 19-Saturday, Mar. 21, 

2009:  ñReading! Engage! Ignite! Ex-

cite!ò IRC Conference, Springfield (Board 

& Annual Meetings: Mar. 20) 

Saturday, April 25, 2009: Board Meeting-

The Chateau Hotel, Bloomington 

Wednesday July 8-Friday, July 10, 2009: 

IRC Leadership Retreat at Grand Bear     

Resort, Utica 
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Take a moment to visit the Illinois 

Reading Council  

web site:  

 

www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org  

 

Check out the links to our  

local council,  

the 2009 IRC Conference  preview 

schedule.  

Other grant and deadline information 

is also available on the web site. 



Donõt forget to sign up to attend  

Lewis & Clarkõs Piasa Pizza Party! 

Mark your calendars for Thursday, January 15, 2009  

meet us at Noble Romanõs Pizza in Edwardsville at 5:30 p.m.  

SIGN UP on the next page!  

Lewis & Clarkôs Board: 
 

Elyse Coyne, SecretaryðIn her 16th year of teaching,  she has been a 5th grade, 2nd grade, and 

now Title I Reading teacher, all for District #118 in Belleville. Elyse has been at Westhaven School 

almost 8 years now.  She tells us ―Reading is my passion.  I love to pass that on to kids and even adults.  

Anyone who knows me, sees that I always have a book going and love to suggest a good read to some-

one. I am midway through my fourth year as secretary of the Lewis and Clark Reading Council.‖ She is 

married and has two children, ages eleven and seven.  A Decatur, Illinois native, she and her family 

reside in Belleville, ―My family recently adopted a beautiful Golden Retriever, named Garth, from a 

rescue in St. Louis.  He has been a great addition to our home.‖ 

 

Cheryl Walker, TreasurerðA valued member of our council, she has been the treasurer for 

Lewis & Clark since serving the council as president.  Mrs. Walker was also treasurer for the Illinois 

Reading Council from 2003-2007.  Cheryl currently is the reading specialist at Douglas School in 

Belleville District #118.  She has been in the Belleville District since 1994. Mrs. Walker earned her MS 

in Elem. Ed. with a reading specialty from SIU-E and also completed her reading specialist certificate 

from there.  She was trained in Reading Recovery while living in Oklahoma in the early 1990’s.  

Cheryl also previously worked in the Bunker Hill School District as a second grade teacher and a Read-

ing Improvement teaching assistant. She remains active in the reading council and believes in the bene-

fits of networking with other teachers to keep current with current methods and research relating to 

teaching language arts.  She currently is also serving as the Illinois Reading Council Chairperson for 

the council bylaws committee. 

LEWIS & CLARK CONGRATULATES DR. STEPHANIE MCANDREWS!  
 

Lewis and Clark’s own, Dr. Stephanie L. McAndrews, has recently published a book on literacy, Diagnostic Literacy 

Assessments and Instructional Strategies, A Literacy Specialistôs Resource. The following is a preview by the IRA: 

 

―Research shows that specific programs do not improve reading and writing—the most impact is made by the decision-

making process of the literacy professionals who use assessment to drive language, reading, and writing instruction.  

Diagnostic Literacy Assessments and Instructional Strategies: A Literacy Specialistôs Resource can provide literacy 

specialists and classroom teachers with all you need to become the effective decision makers for your K–8 students. 

 

Author Stephanie L. McAndrews walks you step by step through research-based, classroom-tested assessments and 

strategies centered on the following crucial topics: Language and Vocabulary Development; Phonological Awareness, 

Phonics, Word Identification, and Emergent Text Concepts; Oral Reading and Fluency; Reading and Listening Compre-

hension; Emergent Writing and Writing Composition; and Attitudes and Motivation. 

 

To help you choose the right assessment for each student’s needs, an extensive appendix contains two matrixes that show 

the assessments’ related literacy processes and purposes. The appendix also contains reproducible copies of numerous 

assessments and tools necessary for implementing some strategies. Of course not every assessment or strategy is appro-

priate for every student, but this comprehensive resource provides a range of indispensable tools to help you make appro-

priate assessment and instructional decisions.‖         

© 2008 | 368 pp. ISBN 13: 978-0-87207-608-2 b 

 

Your friends and colleagues at Lewis & Clark commend you on the publication of this enormously helpful book!  



Lewis & Clark Reading Council  

Piasa BLUFFS Pizza Party  

Yes, I will be attending  

Lewis & Clarkôs Piasa Bluffs Writing Project Pizza Party! 

 

Name: _____________________________________________ 

 

Address: ___________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:  _______________ E-mail: ______________________ 

 

My check for $6.00 is enclosed. Mail to: 

 

Cheryl Walker, Treasurer 

Lewis & Clark Reading Council 
8908 S. Prairie Road 

Evansville, IL  62242 

Join us for some pizza and learn about  

the Piasa Bluffs Writing Project  

from Dr. Ralph Cordova,  

Professor at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, 

and the Piasa Bluffs Writing Project Participants 
 

 WHERE: Noble Romanôs Pizza, 6663 Edwardsville crossing 

Drive,  

Edwardsville, Illinois 62025  

(near DIERBERGõs) phone: 618-659-9999 
 

When: Thursday, January 15, 2009, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  
 

For more information, email Kim Winter at bellwikh@yahoo.com 
 

To learn more about the Piasa Bluffs Writ-

ing Project  

(part of the National Writing Project)  

check out these web sites:  
 

http://www.siue.edu/piasabluffswritingproject/nwp.shtml 

 



Weõre on the web:  

www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org 

Lewis & Clark Reading Council 
Cheryl Walker 
8908 S. Prairie Road 
Evansville, IL  62242 
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Reading! Engage! Ignite! Excite! 


