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etter from your Co-President,
Mary Grom

Welcome back! what better way to ring in the new

year then to chill out with a great book. Here’s a re-cap on
where we've been and an update on where we're heading.

Last year we were inspired by the work of Jeffery Wilhelm and
inquiry -based learning. A brilliant evening with Ellin Keene
focused our lens on how to facilitate children’s deep
comprehension in our teaching . Thank _ .u to Tracy Tarasiuk
and the entire board in coordinating these wonderful events.
Peggy Sherman and associates provided current reading
materials for our continued professional reading.

LARC also sponsored a joint effort with the Fox Valley
Council and renown Illinois author and scholar

Steven Layne of Judson College. We laughed together with
Mem Fox in her infinite wisdom concerning the importance of
including rich literature in our children’s read alouds. I
enjoyed building new relationships in helping to organize this
heartfelt event.

This year we invite you to learn with us once again. We plan
to continue our legacy of providing interesting speakers on a

wide range of topics to add value to our toolboxes as educators.

Please be sure to mark your calendars for February 20, 2008.
This will prove to be an exceptional evening with our very own
Laura Beltchenko. LARC is pleased to bring her innovative
thinking about building literacy with our gifted students.
Thank you Ivy Sitkowski for coordinating this speaker.

We all at some point need to take a breath, pause, and reflect
on the needs of ALL our students. You are the touchstone for
so many lives. LARC supports your dedication to serving
others and all your hard work in celebration of literacy.




By Mary M. Grom

Grove Avenue School in Barrington District 220 was honored for
having met the stringent criteria by the International Reading Association as
the 2007 Exemplary Reading Program Award ReC1p1ent for the State of
Illinois.

The Blue Ribbon Award Winning School was distinguished at the
2007 annual convention of the IRA. The Exemplary Reading Program
Award recognizes outstanding reading and language arts programs at all
grade levels including resource and special service delivery. Its purpose is to
call the public’s attention to select schools throughout Canada and the United
States.

Each participating state chooses one winner per year. Five objectives
govern the selection process:

e To improve literacy in our society

e To recognize school staffs who demonstrate excellence in
reading and literacy programs

e To encourage the development and refinement of exemplary

¢ To report to the public noteworthy efforts to improve reading /
language arts
¢ To disseminate specific information about high quality
programs so that other professionals can use it to improve their
own instructional efforts
Grove students are noted for their academic excellence. Learning is
taken seriously, yet they also make it fun and exciting. At Grove
school there is one prevailing message: “What really matters is the
heart and soul of this school and that comes from its neonle.”
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Lakes Area Reading Council
Cordially Invites You to
Our Winter Meeting and Presentation:

Literacy and the Gifted Learner

Wednesday, February 20, 2008
6:00 -8:00 p.m.
Park School,
400 W. Townline Rd., Round Lake, IL

Our Guest Speaker will be Laura Beltchenko,

Distinguished Administrator: National Association for
Gifted Children
Adjunct Faculty in Reading and Language Arts at
National Lewis University
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Join us for Hors d’oeuvres and Dessert

Members — No Fee: Bring a friend for a change to receive a free
membership in 2008-2009
Non-Members Fee: 10.00: Good toward 2008-2009 membership

Kindly RSVP : coate.kira@d46.org /cohen.robin@d46.org

QBout the Speaker
Launa Beltchenke is bnown in Waucenda Dist. 118 and thnoughout Lake and Noxth Cock
Counties as the spinited (ssistant Superintendent. Ste is deeply committed to the development
of K12 cunriculum and xesearnch-based best instructional practices. She is an advecate for
the Natienal (sseciation for Gifted Children. Fex practical areas of expextise include teacher,
xeading specialist, and coondinator of gifted education. Fex community sewvice is valued by the
Libextyville Board of Education having earned Master Beard Status. Laura sexves as the
cuwent Puesident of the Suburban Council of the Jllincis Reading Council. Laura’s
presentations fave been well- xeceived at local, state and national reading and gifted
conventions. Please welcome Laura to oun litexacy community.




"T heard 1t thra the Gr

Get the word out! Submit an article, teaching tip, children’s art or original
writing, fabulous lesson, book review, service project, parent connection, or photo
essay with the LARC community. Your LARC newsletter is a resource for local
publication, recognition and yes, an opportunity to connect with parents and
educators who share your love for books and teaching reading!

Your ideas can be a source of inspiration and professional development for
others. Together we can share our very best to keep literacy alive and well for ALL
children!! ‘

Every small gesture is a well-spring of hope for a child. Your light could
ignite the dream for another. LARC welcomes and appreciates everyone’s help and
contributions. You can make a difference as a literacy educator.

Contact Mary Grom for submissions: mgrom@millburn24.net.

Reading's Gone to the Dogs at Grass Lake

By Mary Grom

nd Millburn Schools!

There on a flannel blanket on the floor of a quiet corner in a classroom sat a child

R

sync with the plot line.

wanting to read what happened next...

attempting to read aloud. With book in hand, the boy tentatively opened the cover,

hesitant at first, and began reading in a thin, whispery voice. All was still.
Minutes passed. The boy wavered momentarily when he came to a word he

“dn’t know, but continued on with the story, his voice and trust rising, moving in

His audience, Anya, a big yellow Labrador retriever, looked up and gazed back at
her handler, Bill Heede, who smiled and nodded attentively. Anya thumped her
tail. The boy turned the pages with increased excitement, anticipation and energy

Ivy Sitkoski, the reading specialist at Grass Lake School in Antioch, learned about registered therapy
dogs in her own recovery from a near fatal car accident. During her downtime, Ivy called Mary Grom, a reading

specialist at Millburn School in Wadsworth, in pursuit of partnership that would fuse their
passion for literacy with her rehabilitation work in the hospital. LARC needed a service
project. :
Mary Grom researched the topic and leared that reading therapy dogs help improve
literacy for struggling readers by reducing children’s blood pressure and returning their heart
rates to normal levels, while diminishing observable signs of anxiety associated with reading
aloud (Friedmann, Thomas, & Eddy, 2000). Ivy Sitkoski contacted the Delta Society and
was finally introduced to Bill Heede, Anya’s handler who has also read in the Mc Henry
libraries.

Often children who function below their peers in reading find reading aloud to be a
frightening public display of their vulnerability, have low esteem, and hence, are afraid to
take risks. Reading therapy dogs provide a positive, non-threatening, non-judgmental
environment to facilitate reading improvement. Dogs aren’t sarcastic, don’t mock or tease.

Once started, the partnership enlisted the support of their administration, gained the
required parental permissions and coordinated the effort with teachers at Grass Lake and
Millburn Schools. Seven short months later, the early results are astounding. The children
are unaware of their fear. When Anya and Bill walk the halls, children rush to Anya’s side,
eager to share their stories of all kinds.







