
Dear ITA Members, 

     Welcome back to the start of a new school year!  This year brings a change to ITA.  We 

will be embarking on the world of co-presidents.  We, Susanne Riddell and Ann Peters, will 

be your co-presidents this year.  As in any relationship, there will be challenges - Ann lives 

in the Chicago suburbs and Sue lives in the central part of the state, so we can't meet and 

talk things over, but also as in any relationship, there needs to be a commitment, and we 

are BOTH committed to making this a GREAT year for ITA!   

     We would like to thank Diane Fator who served ITA as president for two years.  She al-

ways put ITA first and was a wonderful leader to this organization!  Thanks Diane!! 

     Elsewhere in this issue, you will see that we will be offering our newsletter online.  We 

ask that you please consider this option.  It will help us save money on printing and post-

age.  We are also working on having a regular column in the newsletter about new things 

happening in the Title I field.  If you have other suggestions for what you would like to read 

about, please let us know. 

     In July, we were able to attend the IRC Leadership Conference.  We had some wonder-

ful planning sessions with the other ITA board members.  One of the most exciting things 

we talked about was the planning of our next STRAND for the IRC Conference in 

March.  We know you’ll be happy with what ITA has to offer.  Watch for more details later! 

     The theme for the IRC Conference is Literacy Outside the Box.  We think that ITA is al-

ways thinking outside the box in presenting information to our members.  By having co-

presidents this year, we are definitely thinking outside the box - using two heads instead of 

one!  
  

     Hoping this year of teaching is one of your best, 

       Susanne Riddell, President 

       Ann Peters, President 
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Important Dates  

To Remember 
 

September 25, 2010 

IRC Board of Directors  

Meeting—9 am to 1 pm 

Holiday Inn & Suites 

Bloomington, IL 

ITA Board Meeting to follow 

 

November 20, 2010 

IRC Board of Directors  

Meeting—9 am to 1 pm 

Holiday Inn & Suites 

Bloomington, IL 

ITA Board Meeting to follow 

 

January 15, 2011 

IRC Board of Directors  

Meeting—9 am to 1 pm 

Holiday Inn & Suites 

Bloomington, IL 

Come explore Literacy Outside the Box! at the 2011 IRC Conference. Many fea-
tured award winning authors and prominent literacy leaders will help you find 
literacy in new places including: 

   Great Quote!! “Where is human nature so weak 

   as in the bookstore?” 

Jeff Anderson  M.T. Anderson  T.A. Barron 

Danny Brassell  Marc Brown  Patrick Carman 

Ruth Culham  Mordicai Gerstein Barry Lane 

Marion Blumenthal Lazan  Vaunda Micheaux Nelson 

Jacquie McTaggart Donalyn Miller  Tim Rasinski 

John Rocco  Frank Serafini  David Schwartz 

Jane Yolen Watch for the Preliminary Program in October 2010! 

 “A Fresh Start” 



2010 - 2011   Board of Directors 
 

   Co-President:  Sue Riddell  

786 Yankee Lane 

Sparland, IL 61565 

(H) 309-469-5051 

sriddell@midland-7.org 

 

Co-President:  Ann Peters  

722 N. Mavis Lane  

Addison, IL 60101 

(H) 630-628-9443  (B) 630-458-4350 

anpeters@dupage88.net 

 

President-Elect & Newsletter:  Melinda 

Grimm 

813 North 9th 1/2 Street 

Monmouth, IL 61462 

(H) 309-734-7286   (B) 309-298-2147 

gmgrimm@frontiernet.net 

 

Vice President:  Marilyn Cordes 

7222 N. Vincennes Tr. 

Grant Park, IL   60940 

(H) 815-465-6726    (B) 815-928-7214 

mcordes@manteno5.org 

 

Secretary & Legislative: Cara Schuster 

555 Carriage Drive 

Batavia, IL  60510  

(H) 630-879-3999   (B) 630-859-2000 Ex 

3833  

carams@hotmail.com 

 

Treasurer: Helen DuFour 

2025 W. Garden Dr. 

Kankakee, IL  60901 

(H) 815-939-0987 

helendu4@netzero.net 

 

Membership: Teddie Torney 

1904 Doncaster Ct. 

Wheaton, IL 60187 

(H) 630-690-7613      (B) 630-529-6211 

ttorney@sd13.org 
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ITA Leadership and Business Meeting Highlights 

 

2010 - 2011    Board of Directors 
      

Adult Literacy:   Mary Kay Beedle 

1341 64th Street 

La Grange Highlands, IL  60525-4500 

(H) 708-354-9363     (B) 708-638-0504 

fatro@aol.com 

 

International Project Representative & 

By Laws:  Noma Simpson 

19502 N. 3100 E. Road 

Colfax, IL  61728 

(H) 309-723-6012 

nsimpson@lexington.k12.il.us  

  

Publicity: Barbara Carter 

7530 S. Butterfly Road 

Beloit, WI  53511 

(H) 608-365– 6704 

mgsteacher@aol.com 

 

Parents and Reading: Debbie Johnson  

15 Gregory Lane 

Lexington, IL  61753 

(H) 309-365-8063 

djohnson@prairiecentral.org 

bjohnson502002@yahoo.com 

 

Past President 

Newspapers in Education:  Diane Rezek Fator 

1341 64th Street 

La Grange Highlands, IL  60525-4500 

(H) 708-354-9363     (B) 708-638-0504 

fatro@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ & WRITE WITH YOUR STUDENTS 

EVERY DAY!! 

Make a “fresh start” 

professionally by 

 joining Illinois Title I 
Association (ITA) & the 

Illinois Reading  

Council (IRC)  

Today. 

Board Meeting Minutes 

 ITA Board met in July 
during the leadership 

conference at Grand 
Bear Lodge near 

Starved Rock Park.   

 New officers were 

elected for the 
2010—2011 year.  
Their names and 

contact information 
appear in the list on 

this page. 

 Thanks to all who 
attended one or more 
of the sessions in the 

Title I Strand at the 
IRC Conference.  We 
had a fine turn out in 

the Vista Rooms atop 

the Hilton Hotel. 

 Next newsletter dead-

line is in November- 

send in articles 

ITA continues to seek 

members interested in 
becoming chairs for stand-
ing committees.  Your 

ideas and leadership are 
what keeps ITA a growing 
organization.  Contact 

board members if you 
wish to join the ITA board.  
Questions about reading? 

—the ITA board is always 
ready to help.  The board 
members’ contact infor-

mation is above. 
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Fresh Start Curriculum  by Noma Simpson 

       A fresh start curriculum that I will be using this year is called the Superkids program. First graders will be using 
this program to become better readers, writers, and spellers. Students will begin by reviewing the skills taught in kin-
dergarten. They will review the 26 letters of the alphabet, one sound for each letter, and how to blend letter/sounds 
together to read simple words and stories. They will practice spelling by listening to the sounds in a word and writing 
the letters for those sounds. The next level of the program will include blending and decoding and students will dis-
cover some of the challenges of the English language. Students will learn predictable patterns and rules they can 
use to read and spell difficult words.  While learning phonics, students will read longer, more complex stories about 
their friends, the Superkids in their Easy Library books. These enjoyable stories contain words students have been 
taught to read, so the student’s experience the thrill of reading a story independently and will feel like a “real reader”. 

 

Make a Fresh Start on the Web  ****  Great sites for Teachers 
Thanks to the Lewis & Clark Reading Council Newsletter 

 DonorsChoose.org - - website grants to teachers who are looking for a way to give students in public 

schools the resources their schools lack 

 extrareading.com - - website has printable resources in reading, including short stories and math reading 

problems, for the intermediate grade elementary school teacher. 

 cooltoolsforschools/wikispaces.com - - the ultimate education website 

 internet4classrooms.com/teachers.htm - - website has a list of other sites that help teachers 

 newteachersupport.suite101.com/article.cfm/tips_for_new_teachers - - article giving tips for new teach-

ers—share with a new teacher on your staff 

 ala.org/greatsites -- American Library Association’s listing of great sites for kids has a link to Sites for Par-

ents, Caregivers, Teachers & Others at the bottom of the lists on this page. 

 

Make a “Fresh Start” by checking out these professional resources:  Comprehension & Collaboration:  

Inquiry Circles in Action by Stephanie Harvey & Harvey Daniels;  Fluency:  Strategies & Assessment, 

3rd Edition by Jerry Johns;  2 books by Fountas & Pinnell:  The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades 

K-8  and Teaching for Comprehension & Fluency:  Thinking, Talking, & Writing About Reading, K-8.      

    Thanks to Fox Valley Reading Council Newsletter 

Making a Fresh Start with the ITA Newsletter 

We are going green so we can better serve our members.  

Starting with the fall 2010 issue, the ITA Newsletter will be 

posted on the IRC Website.  We are also sending out postcards 

to alert & guide members to the newsletter.  There will also be 

an option to have a paper copy of the newsletter—directions 

will be on the postcard.  Starting with the November 2010  

issue there will also be email copies sent.  Enjoy and Happy 

Reading!! 



Illinois Title I Association 

% Melinda Grimm 

813 North 9th 1/2 Street 

Monmouth, Illinois 61462 

Please Print/Type 

Name _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip:________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:_______________________e-mail:_________________________________________________ 

 

 IRA Membership # _________________ IRC Membership # _________________ 

 

  I have enclosed $40.00 for ITA Membership as a new member  

  I have enclosed $15.00 for ITA Membership—add to my current IRC membership  

       Mail checks payable to:       

    Illinois Reading Council  
    1210 Fort Jesse Road, Suite B2  

             Normal, IL 61761-1836 

Already a current IRC member? 

To also join ITA, just send an additional  

$15.00 until your next renewal 


