‘ '“,’»" AN AFFILIATE OF THE INTERNATIONAL READING ASSOCIATION AND ILLINOIS READING COUNCIL .

lllinois Title | Association i

’
INSIDE THIS ISSUE: PRESIDENT’'S COLUMN
¢ NEW WEBSITE ADDRESS
¢ PARENT COMMUNICATION [ Dear ITA Member,
¢ QUICK IDEAS FOR PARENT Welcome back to school and the ITA newsletter. |
INVOLVEMENT hope that all of you had a great summer. One area that is

¢ NCLB REAUTHORIZATION | often a challenge for Title | teachers is how to most effec-

tively work with parents to help improve their children’s
Important Dates to | literacy. This newsletter is about the importance of parent involvement and how to
Remember improve it. Many people outside of teaching don't realize that one of the hardest
parts of teaching is, whether we wish to or not, that we must interact with the student
and his or her family. For literacy teachers in particular the level of the parent’s liter-
IRC Board of acy has a huge impact on the child’s progress. Therefore as Title | teachers, we have

Directors Meeting to put programs in place that educate both the parent and the child to help break the
Chateau Hotel cycle of low literacy. We'd love to hear from you about successful programs you have
Bloomington, IL put together and the questions you may have about putting a program together. Feel

free to contact me at  ita@illinoisreadingcouncil.org with any suggestions and com-

January 19, 2008 ments about how ITA can better serve your needs.

IRC Board of Becky Binks
Directors Meeting .
Doubletree Hotel ITA President

Bloomington, IL

November 17, 2007

Please Submiit an Article....or Two
March 13—15, 2008

Literacy: Unleash the Power i ' Upcomi“g Newsletter Topics
IRC Conference e
Prairie Gapal Convention il citizenship Deadline—Nov 19
Springfield, IL Many Title | students are from families new to Amer-
‘ ica. How do reading teachers impress upon their students
and their families the importance of strong literacy skills in
Email address: order to be an involved citizen of the US?
ita@illinoisreadingcouncil.org
' The Power of Title |-Recharge by attending
the Title | Strand at IRC Deadline —Jan 19
TABLE OF CONTENTS How do you recharge your batteries and gather new
President's Message 1 ideas to assist your teaching and your students?
ITA Updates & Officers 2
New Website & Keeping Grant Applications and Summer Reading Deadline—April 4
Parents Informed 3 What does it take to submit a successful grant? Submit
:::Zi ::jz;ement& 4 tips that have worked for you. Recommend your favorite
- books (both adult and children’s) for great summer reads?
Communication 5
NCLB Reauthorization 6&7
ITA Membership Form 8




ITA Leadership and Business Meeting Highlights

2007-2008
Board of Directors

President: Becky Binks
9823 S. Bell Avenue
Chicago, IL 60643
{H) 773-298-1833
(B} 708-686-2002

becarsam@sbcglobal.net

President-Elect: Diane Fator
1341 64th Street
La Grange Highlands, IL 60525-4500
(H) 708-354-9363
(B) 708-795-2322 Ext. 4136
fatro@eaol.com
dfator@schooldistrict100.0rg

Vice President: Rusti Russow
208 Terrace Court
Bourbonnais, IL 60914
(B) 815-802-7727
(H) 815 530-3070
rusti-russow@ksd111.org

Secretary & Newsletter Editor:
Melinda Grimm

Monmouth College
700 E. Broadway
Monmouth, IL 61462
(H) 309 734-7286
(B) 309 457-2341

mgrimm@monm.edu

Treasurer: Helen DuFour
2025 W. Garden Dr.
Kankakee, IL 60901

(H) 815-939-0987
helendu4@netzero.net

Past President: Susanne Riddell
786 Yankee Lane
Sparland, IL 61565
(H) 309-469-5051
sriddell@midland-7.org

Membership: Teddie Torney

1904 Doncaster Ct.
Wheaton, IL 60187

(B) 630-529-6211

(H) 630-690-7613
ttorney@sd13.org

OFFICERS 2007-2008

President: Rebecca Binks

President-Elect: Diane Fator
Vice-President: Rusti Russow
Secretary: Melinda Grimm
Helen DuFour

Susanne Riddell

Teddie Torney

Treasurer:

Past President:
Membership:

Publicity:

Governmental Relations:

Teddie Torney
Linda Oshita

Parents and Reading: Vinest Steele
By-Laws: Barbara Carter
Advult Literacy:

Newspapers in Education:

Diane Fator

Ann Peters

HIGHLIGHTS 9/15/07 BUSINESS MEETING

[TA has closed our old website and now have
a new website address in conjunction with the
lllinois Reading Council

The October issue of Good Housekeeping has
a great article about author Jane Kurtz’s ef-
forts to bring libraries and books to Ethio-
pia—a country where she spent her youth,

IRC Conference 2008 will be held in Spring-
field March 13-15.

2008 IRC conference will not conflict with
ISAT testing

IRC dues were raised to $40 in January

ITA will again have a poster display at Hall
of Councils at IRC in March thanks to Teddie

ITA currently has 128 members but are al-
ways welcoming new members—fill out form
on the back of this newsletter
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New Website Address & Keeping Parents Informed [ "=

New Website Address for the lllinois Title | Association!!

http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/illinoistitleiassociationita.html

Keeping Parents Informed By Teddie Torney

Keeping parents informed of their student’s progress and program happenings is a critical part
of any reading program, Title | or otherwise. In addition to my school’s Open House Curriculum Night,
parent-teacher conferences, and our spring Portfolio Night, | keep parents up-to-date in two other ways.

First, since my class is not a report card grade, | have devised a progress report that lists the
skills, strategies, and reading behaviors that are taught in my class. Each quarter | check off those we
have worked on, and mark each student’s progress on a continuum (beginner to proficient). |include
an effort grade and an anecdotal comment. This report, with a list of the books that student has read
over the quarter, is sent home with the regular report card.

In addition to the progress report, three or four times per year | send home a newsletter detail-
ing class activities. Using a Microsoft Publisher template, | create a one-page document that resem-
bles a real newspaper front page. Since | teach sixth, seventh, and eighth graders, the newsletter con-
tains articles about each grade level, affording parents a look at what goes on at all three grades. Stu-
dents attach samples of their work and take the newsletters home.

Even though the written reports and the newsletters are extra work, the parents seem to appre-
ciate the detailed look at their child’s progress as well as a glimpse into our class activities. These
methods also keep the essential lines of communication open between the parents and myself.




Take 5!! Parent Ideas |~

Take 5!
By Diane Fator

Are you ready for a new look at communication? Here is something that you should try.
Since much of the printed information sent home is unread, oral communication might reach these families.
Each time parents gather for a meeting, such as PTA, PTO, Open House, Curriculum Night, Family Reading,
prepare an easy comprehension approach with instructions to present to the group. Explain how to imple-
ment this idea in a fun and friendly way. Allow a couple of minutes for questions. Make each presentation
clear and concise. The entire presentation should take less than 5 minutes. Here are a few ideas to help
you get started: -

+ Reading orally to your children with follow-up activity.

Comprehension cube pattern with comprehension questions printed on each face.

*

+ Questions to ask children after viewing a television program to improve listening skills.

+ Create a word jar and add three new words to the jar daily for a week. Review these words the
next week.

+ Using three household items, find a single category to which they all relate.
Have fun with this. The parents respond very favorably.

National Family Reading Night is Thursday, November 15th!!
Grab a good book or two and gather your family around and READ together.

Can your students predict the next Newbery Award Winner?

Mock Newbery context deadline—January 10, 2008
Anderson’s Book Shop in Naperville is sponsoring a mock Newbery award contest open to anyone who would
like to involve their students in reading some good books.

v Go to www.andersonsbookshop.com
Click on Reading lists
Click on Mock Newbery List—find 25 mock candidates

<

v At the bottom, you'll find directions for entering your school or class
v Andserson’s will announce the winner and honor books of the mock context before the official Newbery
winners are announced. (Thanks to Language & Literacy Council Newsletter)




Parent Involvement & Communication ===

Promoting Parent Involvement by Ann Peters
One thing my children’s school does is send a note home explaining what they did each week in class.
It is separated into sections for each subject area, and explained in general terms as to what they studied
that week. Also listed are activities to come such as tests, supplies needed, or hot lunch day. This note is
sent home every Friday. It is so nice for teachers because it doesn't take much time for them to jot down
what they taught that week and it promotes better communication with parents. It is nice for parents be-
cause it encourages them to ask their child specific questions about school so they know what is being

learned and how to support their child's efforts.

Parent Communication by Helen DuFour

~ Communicating with parents regularly can be a real challenge, especially when there don't seem to be

enough hours in the day. We know that good communication with parents is important for a child's success.
As busy teachers, we also know how difficult it is to share frequent constructive comments and praise in addi-
tion to information about classroom assignments, projects and trips. A few simple steps can help to promote
easy communication and invite continued parent support.

1. Share e-mail addresses and work phone numbers. Be sure to include times when you will be avail

able to take calls. Assure parents you will only call at their work if a serious difficulty arises that can't

wait until evening.

2. If you are comfortable, give parents your home phone number. It communicates the fact that you

are there to help their child succeed, and with them, will do whatever is necessary. In my 42 years of

teaching, parents never abused the privilege. If parents needed heip or had a question, they called.

However, the calls were rare and short because they didn't want to interrupt my evening. Just knowing

they could call helped to encourage their support.

3. If a problem arises in the classroom, having the student call the parent works wonders. Instruct

them to simply say, "Dad, Ms. wants to speak to you." The thinking about having to make

the call is part of the solution.

4. After the weekKly classroom newsletter is printed, choose 5-6 to write a brief positive personal note

at the top. Just a sentence or two will be sufficient. Rotate with each newsletter until all have re-

ceived a special note from the Teacher. Then start again. By limiting the number you complete at any

one time, you are more likely to continue the practice.

5. On special paper, have the student write a note to the parents telling about something they did

well. After they sign the note, quickly add a brief phrase of praise and your signature.

6. Some teachers use the carbonless notepads. The original is sent home and the copies are kept

and compiled into individual booklets in the Spring as a reminder of the
year's successes. Some of those notes will be saved
for years!

Is communicating with parents difficult? No.

Is it time-consuming? A little.

Is it worth the effort? Yes, definitely!




NCLB Reauthorization =

Update on NCLB Reauthorization
Reported by Linda Oshita

Secretary of Education
Margaret Spellings

Excerpts from Key Policy Letters from Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings to members of the House of
Representatives’ Committee on Education and Labor provide a snapshot of her assessment of the work being
done on the No Child Left Behind Act

Full text available at http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/secletter/070905.htmi

September 5, 2007

I am encouraged that reauthorization is moving ahead and look forward to working with you throughout
the legislative process to achieve a final bill that meets our shared goals.

At the outset, I am pleased that two of the bright-line principles of NCLB would remain in place: every
child performing at or above grade level in reading and math by 2014; and annual assessments and dis-
aggregation of data by subgroups. I also appreciate that the discussion draft incorporates some of the
specific policy concepts proposed by the Administration to build on the reforms made by NCLB, including
growth models, increased rigor and accountability in high school, and differentiated consequences, which
allow States to prioritize schools in improvement based on the specific needs of the school and its stu-

dents.

While these aspects of the draft bill establish a solid basis for further discussion, I am deeply troubled
that the draft would decrease information and options for students and parents - a key bright-line princi-

ple of NCLB.

The increased complexity would make it far more difficult to provide a clear picture of pro-
gress. Ultimately, we run the risk of creating a very confusing and burdensome process for
all who play a part in educating our children, including parents, teachers, principals, super-
intendents, school board members, and other public officials.

The draft bill would make it too easy for many low-performing schools to escape needed
intervention and improvement. The discussion draft would provide several additional meth-
ods by which a school could demonstrate that it is making adequate yearly progress (AYP),
the basic element of NCLB's accountability system - even if student performance in reading
and math falls short.

Although I am pleased with the general concept of recognizing that schools that fail to
make AYP across the board should be required to implement more serious interventions
than those that narrowly miss making AYP, I am concerned that, under the language in the
draft, a low-performing school might never be held accountable for real change or be re-
quired to provide real options for parents.

While I support increased accountability in the provision of supplemental educational ser-
vices, I am extremely concerned that the draft bill would significantly restrict the opportu-
nities for children in schools that fail to make AYP to obtain free tutoring to help increase
their academic proficiency, whether by limiting the situations in which those students would
have the right to tutoring or by reducing the amount of funds available to pay for tutoring.







