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Dear ITA Member,

As the school year winds down and the stacks of pro-
jects to grade and return pile up (see picture below), I try to
think sunny thoughts and keep telling myself that during the
summer | will have ample opportunities to read some great
literature. In this issue you will find some suggestions for sum-
mer reading—that time when we all can relax and take a great book with you no mat-
ter where life takes you. | hope you find time to enjoy one of these fine books.

Also included is the application form for the ITA grant. It is not hard to com-
plete and we hope many of you take this opportunity to plan some great literacy ac-
tivities for your students and your school that will excite kids.

Melinda Grimm
ITA Secretary & Newsletter Editor

Happy Reading
this Summer!!

Myron Mason Honored
By Diane Fator

At the Title 1 strand at the 2008 lllinois Reading Council Conference in Spring-
field, Myron Mason was honored by ITA for his work {o keep all reading teachers in-
formed about Title 1 mandates and regulations. Mr. Mason has been the voice from
ISBE that turned governmental verbiage into practical terms for all to understand.
Never one to consider any question too insignificant to answer, Mr. Mason re-
sponded to each of us with humor and graciousness. As he looks forward to retire-
ment, ITA hopes he will stay abreast of current Title 1 issues and continue to be our
voice of reason.
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HIGHLIGHTS 3/14/08 BUSINESS MEETING

ITA has closed our old website and now have
a new website address in conjunction with the

. {llinois Reading Council

Leadership Retreat will be held June 18-20,
2008 at Grand Bear Lodge—we hope to
have at least 4 officers there to have our own
lodge. This will enable us to plan more excit-
ing reading events for next year.

A successful strand was held with 360 teach-
ers attending 6 different sessions

ITA received the Council of Excellence Award

Noma Simpson is the new Parents and Read-
ing Committee chair—Welcome, Nomal!

[TA currently has 138 members but are al-
ways welcoming new members—fill out form
on the back of this newsletter

ITA’s Bylaws have been reviewed and after a
few minor changes are made, should be ap-
proved and in compliance with IRA’s require-
ments.
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OUR WEB PAGE HAS MOVED!!!
You can now reach us through the IRC webpage,
or directly at www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/region9statewide/ita.html

A special thanks to Claudia Beckmann who did all the heavy lifting for our old website for years!!

Of course we’'re talking about reading — not weight!!

Summer Reading Loss or Summer Gain
By Rusti Russow, ITA Vice President

With summer quickly approaching it is imperative that teachers talk with their students now and en-
courage them to read over the summer. According to research the best predictor of summer loss or
summer gain is whether or not a child reads during the summer. Choice is such an important factor in
student motivation to read. Two ways in which teachers can encourage summer reading is to create
opportunities for summer readers to come together and engage in conversations about the books they
have read. Another way to motivate students during the summer months is to make sure children
have the books they have chosen the day before they leave for vacation. A list does not ensure that
children will read anything. [n order to keep their reading skills strong over summer vacation.children
should read at least four to five books. Now is the time for teachers to provide encouragement to their

students to ensure that their students will not lose ground over summer vacation.

“Harry Potter—Move Over”
By Melinda Grimm

Now that the final book in the Harry Potter series is behind us, | have another
fantasy series to recommend. My colleague, Becky McDonald, teaches children’s
literature here at Monmouth College and she discovered a new, young author’s books
and our students just love them. The author is Brandon Mull and the first in the series
cn T is Fablehaven. This is fast paced and makes the impossible seem believable. The

_ BranpoN Mulk second book is Fablehaven: Rise of the Evening Star and even though | am not a fan of
the fantasy genre, | really enjoyed the twists and turns of this book. The third book just
came out and it is Fablehaven: Grip of the Shadow Plague. | hope you take time to
read at least one of these. They are appropriate for fifth grade and above.

A Book to Make You Think

I also would like to recommend a book for high school age (or adult) that focuses on
issues of diversity and race. | read this book several years ago as we have a program
where students travel to England to study for 3 weeks and we discovered this author
there as the book was first published in England. Naughts & Crosses by Malorie
Blackman is a thriller and tackles some very serious issues. Blackman puts a twist to
the issue of relationships and race and makes you really think about your long held

beliefs. It reads quickly.




Title 1 Challenge "™~

Ann Peters Takes the Challenge
By'Diane Fator

Ann Peters, long standing member and office holder of [TA, has taken the 2008 Title 1 Challenge.
This specials initiative, the 2008 Title 1 Challenge, is something that ITA encourages all of you to do. The
goal of the challenge is to put reading materials into the hands of every person in lllinois. Women’s shel-
ters, hospices, Habitat for Humanity homes are examples of just a few of the organizations looking for
gently used books to be circulated among the families they serve. Working alone, with friends or with your
school, collect gently used books and give them to an organization in need of reading material. Ann, with
the cooperation of Addison Trails High School, collected gently used books that were given to two women'’s
shelters and one hospice program. For her work Ann was presented with a certificate honoring her role in
the 2008 ITA Challenge. ITA wishes to honor each of you with a framed certificate for your participation.

Please email us with your successes. Let’s work to see that everyone in lllinois reads!

Newspapers in Education Alert!
By Ann Peters

Below are two highly motivating opportunities for students—one for grades 8 -11 and the other for grades 8 -12.
Websites have been included for your convenience to acquire required forms and for additional information. Share this

information with your colleagues.

2008 First Amendment Art & Essay Contest for  Grades 8-11
Presented by Anti Defamation League, Chicago Tribune and Greenberg Trauring
www.nie.chicagotribune.com/freedoms

Deadline Monday, July 7, 2008
Contest topic: “Describe or portray how one or more of the five freedoms listed in the First Amend-
ment personally affect your daily life in the 21st century.”

2008 First Amendment Free Teaching Program for Grades 8-12
Presented by Anti Defamation League, Chicago Tribune and Greenberg Trauring
Order online www.nie.chicagotribune.com/freedoms
Early Bird signup ends June 15, 2008
Meets standards in reading, language arts, literature, writing and social studies
Program runs Sept. 10 - October 8, 2008




[1linois Title I Association Grant Application

LLINOIS TITLE
lassoclATIONI
2008-2009 GRANT PROGRAM FOR ITA MEMBERS
ITA Board of Directors has approved a Grant Program which will award financial grants to members
of ITA for innovative programs and projects. Priority in awarding grants will be given to persons who

have not received grant monies from ITA during the previous year. However, persons who have
received grant monies in the past may wish to submit new ideas they would like to pursue.

PURPOSE:

The ITA will award financial grants for the purpose of promoting literacy development in the
school and community.

GUIDELINES:
Each grant applicant will:

1. Submit an application (Requirements are listed on reverse side).

2. Prior to reimbursement, presentations must be completed; submit all bills to the treasurer for
reimbursement by May 1, 2009. No Exceptions!

3. Agree to complete the program or project by June 30 of the fiscal year for which the award
was granted.

4. Within thirty days of the conclusion of the program or project, submit a written evaluation
report and include an itemized list of income and expenditures.

5. Present the results of your grant winning program during the 2008-2009 year in any of the
following ways: (1) at any ITA conference or conference strand; (2) at the Annual Meeting; or
(3) in an article in the ITA newsletter.
APPLICATION PROCESS:

Individuals applying for grants should submit 5 copies of the application with all names and other
identification of the applicant, to the address on the reverse side by the deadline date. Applications
with school & individual names included in the grant will be disqualified. All identification informa-
tion should appear on the cover sheet. Late applications will not be considered.

TIMELINE:

Applications must be postmarked no later than August 1, 2008 and bear the signature of a school
administrator. Grant recipients will be notified by September 15, 2008.

BUDGET:

The maximum amount of each grant is $500. Not all grants are funded for the entire amount
requested by the applicant.
APPROVAL:

The ITA Grant Committee shall make the final approval of the grants to be awarded. The Grant
Committee consists of the ITA President, President-Elect, Vice President, and Treasurer.

revised 5/08
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2008-2009 GRANT APPLICATION FOR ITA MEMBERS
COVER SHEET—FOR IDENTIFICATION

I. Statement of Purpose: What is the objective of this project? Please list the Illinois
Learning Standard this project will support.

II. Needs Statement: How will this grant support your present program?
III. Description of Population to be served: Describe the population who will benefit from
this grant.

IV. Description of Program or Project: List the procedures and timeline for your project.

V. Itemized budget: Provide an itemized list of prospective suppliers and materials, with
approximate costs.
VL. Plan for Evaluation: Include the actual assessment you plan to use in your evaluation

of the project.
Applicant Data:
Name
Position
Program/Project Title
Date of Program/Project Place
School Name Work Phone
School Street Address
City State Zip
Date
(Applicant’s Signature)
Date
(School Administrator’s Signature)
Contact Person Home Phone

Application must be postmarked on or before August 1, 2008.
Mail five (5) copies to:

' ITA

Monmouth College
700 East Broadway
Monmouth, IL 61462

IMPORTANT NOTES:

e All identification should appear on this cover sheet ONLY or grant will be disqualified.
o Applicants must maintain an ITA membership throughout the entire grant process.

e FOR MORE INFORMATION: mgrimm@monm.edu







