ITA Email address:
ita@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Important Dates
To Remember

January 23, 2010
IRC Board of Directors

Meeting—9 am to 1 pm
Chateau Hotel
Bloomington, IL

March 18—20, 2010
42nd Annual IRC Conference
Prairie Capitol Convention Cen-
ter and Hilton & Abraham Lin-
coln Hotels Springfield, IL
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Dear ITA Member,

What a perfect
time of year to think about
extending the joy of read-
ing! At this time many of
our students are looking
forward to time away from
the schedule of learning,
but that can be disastrous
to those newly developing
reading skills. To keep the
fire of reading burning
brightly during this inter-
mission, encourage each
and every student to get a
library card. Just like any
other habit, going to the
library must be practiced
in order for it to become
part of each child’s way of
life. As libraries across the
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state cut hours due to
lack of use, this would
be the time to give stu-
dents a library project
to do while on break
so that this community
resource is not lost.
This project could be as
simple as making a
map of the sections of
the library. Many times
students don’t use the
library because they
don’t know where the
books they want are
shelved. Another pro-
ject could be to write a
paragraph on a library
program in which they
participated. The pos-
sibilities are endless.
Work with your team of
teachers so everyone

P

participates and display the
library projects if possible.
You truly are the spark that
keeps the fire of reading
burning.

Wishing each of you the joys
of the season,
Diane M. Rezek Fator

ITA President
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Leadership Opportunities
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Title | Roundtable

Teaching Phonicgi multi-sensory ap-

Response to Intervention

Content Area Reading Strategies

Effective Note Taking Process
Content Area Vocabulary

N c-}'T'A (%on!tinues to seek those mem-
bers interested in becoming co-chairs for
standing committees. Your ideas and
leadership are what keeps ITA a growing
organization at the forefront of reading

education. Contact anyone on the board

if you wish to join the ITA board. If you
have questions about reading, the ITA
board is always ready to help. The board

members’ contact information is on the
next page.
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ITA Leadership and Business Meeting Highlights

2009 - 2010 Board of Directors 2009 - 2010 Board of Directors

Past President & President: Diane Rezek Fator

Grow
professionally
and join lllinois
Title | Associa-
tion (ITA) & the
lllinois Reading
Council (IRC)

Today.

f\7ake chances, make
mistakes. That's how
you grow. Pain nour-
/shes your courage. You
have to fail in order to

practice being brave."”
~- Mary Tyler Moore

1341 64th Street
La Grange Highlands, IL 6052500
(H) 708354-9363 (B) 708638-0504
fatro@aol.com
President-Elect: Sue Riddell
786 Yankee Lane
Sparland, IL 61565
(H) 309469-5051
sriddell@midlan€?.org
President-Elect: Ann Peters
722 N. Mavis Lane
Addison, IL 60101
(H) 630628-9443 (B) 630458-4350
anpeters@dupage88.net
Vice President & Newsletter: Melinda Grimm

Monmouth College
700 E. Broadway
Monmouth, IL 61462
(H) 309734-7286 (B) 309457-2341
mgrimm@monm.edu
Secretary: Noma Simpson
19502 N. 3100 E. Road
Colfax, IL 61728
(H) 309723-6012
nsimpson@lexington.k12.il.us
Treasurer: Helen DuFour
2025 W. Garden Dr.
Kankakee, IL 60901
(H) 815939-0987
helendu4@netzero.net
Membership: Teddie Torney

1904 Doncaster Ct.
Wheaton, IL 60187

(H) 6306690-7613  (B) 630529-6211
ttorney@sd13.org

Publicity : Jane Ault

5900 W. 91st Street
Oak Lawn, IL 60453

(H) 708857-7172
janeault@bsdl1l.org

By Laws: Your Name Could Be Here !!

Adult Literacy : Mary Kay Beedle
3366 N. 2320W Road
Bourbonnais, IL 60914

(H) 815935-0069
mbeedle@manteno5.org
Governmental Relations: Barbara Carter

7530 S. Butterfly Road
Beloit, WI 53511
(H) 6083650 6704
mgsteacher@aol.com
Parents and Reading: Debbie Johnson
15 Gregory Lane
Lexington, IL 61753
(H) 309365-8063
djohnson@prairiecentral.org
bjohnson502002@yahoo.com

Newspapers in Education: Cara Schuster

555 Carriage Drive
Batavia, IL 60510

(H) 630879-3999 (B) 630859-2000 Ex 3833

carams@hotmail.com

Board Meeting Minutes

ITA Board met in November after the IRC
Board meeting.

*

Talked about a new program - Read
for Your Life - more will be publicized
in the coming months.

Leadership conference will be July 7 -
9, 2010 at Grand Bear Lodge near
Starved Rock State Park.

When calling the IRC office, please
use the local number if you can call
long distance toll free (cell phone) as
the 800 number costs a great deal.
ITA strand will be publicized in the
Communicator plus our chart with the
programs and times will be in the pro-
gram booklet.

ITA currently has 134 members

Next newsletter will be at the end of
January - send in articles
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Title Talk

By Teddie Torney

The ISBE website has all kinds of information! Here is a compare/contrast of Targeted Assistance School Pro-
grams (TASP) and School -Wide Programs (SWP).

TASP SWP

Goal: to improve teaching and learning in core academic subjects and enable students to meet lllinois Learning Standards.

e  Allocation of funds to the district is the same. No additional money is awarded for state-wide pro-
grams

e Title programs must coordinate with and support the regular education program.
. Instruction must be provided by highly-qualified teachers.

e  Staff must use strategies to increase parental involvement.

e  Scientifically proven methods and instructional strategies must be used.

e  Funds must SUPPLEMENT not SUPPLANT educational services.

Uses Title | funds for a select group of students identified |A comprehensive reform model is used to improve an en-
for failing or at risk for failing to meet standards tire educational program in a Title | school.

Uses more than one measure of academic achievement to | Funds from Title |, Part A can be consolidated with other
determine student eligibility. federal education funds.

Title | funds may be used to employ staff to serve only the | The funds are used for all the students in the school.
identified group of students.

Records must be maintained that document use of funds | There is no distinction between which staff are paid with
for ONLY the eligible students. Title | funds and which are not.

At least 40% of student must be from low-income families.

From the ISBE website: Dana Kinley, Principal Consultant, Division of Grants and Programs, Technical Assistance

attention ITA Membey

Earn a $5 Barnes and Noble Gift Card!

Hereés an easy way to become more a more nvol

v Write an article for our ITA newsletter, (Use Microsoft Word)

v submit your article to editor Melinda Grimm atmgrimm@monm.edu, and

v wedll send you a $5 gift card -tmearckesonlg)s and No bo

Articles should be 100150 words and should be about ideas of interest to ITA members: useful
teaching resources, successful teaching ideas, aneatl books for Title | teachers, etc.

We hope youdll take advantage of this opportuniltly to
with our newsletter readers.

Next Deadline: January 15, 2010
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Sign of the Times (Newspapers in Education)
By Cara Schuster

In my investigations for information about Newspapers In Education (NIE) | have found that the
newspaper industry is changing. | know this is not surprising news. The Tribune filed for bankruptcy last
spring and many of our local newspapers have been paring down the size of their rags and the format. |
must say | have more frequently opened my laptop and logged into my local newspaper rather than take
a walk to the curb. Should we be alarmed or accept this as our typical hand-in-hand walk with the new
technological world?

In the movie, The Soloist, the reporter talks to a young nurse taking his blood. She tells him how
much her father loves reading the reporter’s column. He asks if she reads his column and she bows her
head in shame and says she doesn’t read the paper. How would you respond to this situation? Would
you be outraged and condemn technology for the downfall of newspapers? Or would you be
disappointed that the “young folk” are not concerned with the in-depth research that newspapers can
provide?

John F. Sturm, CEO of the Newspaper Association of America, recently testified in front of a Joint
Economic Committee hearing on “The Future of Newspapers: The Impact on the Economy and
Democracy”. Mr. Sturm expressed his appreciation to appear before the committee and made four
important points about the actions that could be taken to address the newspaper industry’s financial
difficulties. One of his points was that the newspaper industry needs to make changes in the way the
industry has conducted their business model in the past. With more readers logging on rather than
purchasing a hard copy, newspapers are making changes in how they make money from their
subscribers and advertisers. This point is a strong indicator of the state of flux in which the industry
finds itself. Newspapers find a need to embrace the technology in order to survive financially, but even
we as educators have often turned up our noses at the quality of research that is provided on the
internet for what we think is a more credible hard copy or book.

When students are working on a research project we encourage them to locate a variety of
resources from multiple formats in order to verify a position. If a resource has a bibliography in which
we can identify trusted names, does that make that resource more believable? Often a newspaper
article will have only one by-line. If that is the case, we search for another resource to verify the
information. Mr. Sturm identifies newspapers as harbingers of democracy; and we can see this is true
when a press conference is held at the White House. These watch dogs of accurate information will still
exist, but the mode in which we receive the truth may change.

Our response to this state of flux with newspapers is important. If you visit the lllinois-nie
website, it will provide you with contacts to receive newspapers in the classroom and there are activities
which are connected to lllinois reading and writing standards. | would encourage teachers to continue
these activities with their students, but to also instruct on the history of newspapers, the First
Amendment, and investigative journalism. Is there a way to maintain the quality of the latter as
newspapers transition from hard copy to soft? | believe there is and that is to create a foundation of
critical thinkers in our country. And that, my fellow educators, is the business of education.

Look for more detailed instructional ideas about the use of newspapers, critical thinking strategies, and
the equality of moving from hard to soft copy news in the next newsletter.

Resources:

http://illinoi-nie.com

“NAA President and CEO John Sturm Testifies”. NAA.orgWeb. 21 Oct. 2009. http://www.naa.org/
PressCenter/SearchPressReleases/2009/NAA-PRESIDENT-AND-CEO-JOHN-STURM-TESTIFIES.aspx



http://illinoi-nie.com

Volume 17, Issue 2

Spark Warm Memories Through Reading

Have you heard adults say, “I
spend so much time reading technical
material or reports at work, that | don’t
make time to read much at home.” ?
How sad! Work-related reading is just
that...work! When we make time to
relax and read a book of our own

choosing, we trigger emotions that last
long after the book is finished.

Parents can be encouraged to take
time to read something fun, especially
during the holidays and long, cold win-
ter months. Personal memories awak-
ened by an event in a book may touch
the heart of the reader. The pleasure
and warmth of that moment can mark
a time when we truly begin to love
reading just for the personal connec-
tions and relationships we build. We

must make the same link to pleasure
for our students if we want them to be
life-long readers.

Encourage parents to read each
day with their children. . .. not to look
for mispronunciations and errors, but
rather to enjoy, to laugh, and to feel
the warmth of sharing a story together
in complete acceptance. Younger chil-
dren naturally love snuggling up with
Mom or Dad while they share a story
but older readers can get just as much
enjoyment just sitting beside a parent
or grandparent and having their undi-
vided attention. Most children usually
enjoy a story they have read before.
New or familiar—it really doesn’t mat-
ter. What is important is that they
learn to associate that warm, ‘fuzzy’
feeling with reading and special social
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by Helen DuFour

relationships. Hopefully, that associa-
tion will lead them to a lifetime of en-

joyable reading.

Becoming the Spark by Helen DuFour

Each fall, children return to school subtle message may be
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with great anticipation, eager to

meet new friends, and to work

learn together. In this setting, as
teachers, we become the catalyst,
the spark, that ignites the desire to
learn and their love of books and

reading.

If children only read textbooks,
reading may be viewed as a chore —
— one more chapter to cover or an-

other assignment to complete.

When teachers read to their stu-
dents, they share their excitement,
their quest to know more and their

love of books.

Make it a priority to start each day

reading to your students, even

for a few minutes. Let them see you
laugh, shed a tear or wonder aloud.
The power of words and your emo-
tions will have a lasting impact. That

the spark children need.

We teach skills stu-
dents need to be success-
ful. However, if we do not
instill a love of reading,
that flame may become
only a flicker, and eventu-
ally go out. Use your
spark to create a blaze
that will last a lifetime.

and

if only
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Please Print/Type
Name

Street Address

City/State/Zip:

Phone: Grade/Title:

IRA Membership # IRC Membership #

O I have enclosed $40.00 for ITA Membership as a new member
O 1have enclosed $15.00 for ITA Membership—add to my current IRC membership

Mail checks payable to: lllinois Reading Council
1210 Fort Jesse Road, Suite B2
Already a current IRC member? Normal, IL 61761-1836
To also join ITA, just send an additional

$15.00 until your next renewal




