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Dear ITA Member,

Important Dates to
Remember
March 13—15, 2008

Literacy: Unleash the Power
IRC Conference
Prairie Capital Convention
Center - Springfield, IL

April 19, 2008
IRC Board of
Directors Meeting
Chateau Hotel
Bloomington, IL

June 18—20, 2008
IRC Leadership Retreat
Grand Bear Lodge & Resort
Starved Rock - Utica, IL

As we move through February, the sun does seem to
be shining a little more but the snow remains to remind us that winter is still here in
full force. Another reason to look forward to the IRC Conference is those dates will
be one week before Easter and many school breaks as well as the official start of
spring ! Hurrah! ‘

This newsletter comes to you a little later than | intended but | was attacked
by the “flu bug” that has been making the rounds in our area. Has it hit people hard
in your end of the state as well? This bug attacks and leaves you as weak as a new-
born Kkitten and it has taken me three weeks to get back to a normal pace. As |
worked hard at getting well, it made me realize how important it is to take the time
to rest and get well. In the same manner, | think it is important for us as profes-
sional educators to take time to rejuvenate our minds and our attitudes by attending
professional development opportunities of our choice. Sometimes it is hard to carve
out the time needed to attend conferences and workshops that help us gain new
ideas and charge our batteries to go back to our everyday lives and continue to
strive to do better things than the day before. We all know that good teaching takes
tremendous energy and attending the 2008 version of the IRC Conference just could
offer you the time and information needed to make this next year truly memorable or
to give you much needed strategies to work with that most
difficult student.. We hope to see you in Springfield!!
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Email address:

ita@illincisreadingcouncil.org

Melinda Grimm
ITA Secretary & Newsletter Editor
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Last Newsletter Topic

Grant Applications ahd Summer Reading Deadline—April 4

What does it take to submit a successful grant? Submit tips that
have worked for you. Recommend your favorite books (both
adult and children’s) for great summer reads....... .




ITA Leadership and Business Meeting Highlights
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Board of Directors

President: Becky Binks
9823 S. Bell Avenue
Chicago, IL 60643
(H) 773-298-1833
(B) 708-686-2002

becarsam@sbeglobal.net

President-Elect: Diane Fator
1341 64th Street
La Grange Highlands, IL 60525-4500
{H) 708-354-9363
(B) 708-795-2322 Ext. 4136
fatro@aol.com
dfator@schooldistrict1 00.org

Vice President: Rusti Russow
208 Terrace Court
Bourbonnais, IL 60914
(8) 815.802-7727
{H) 815 530-3070
rusti-russow@ksd111.org

Secretary & Newsletier Editor:
- Melinda Grimm-

Monmovuth College
700 E. Broadway
Monmouth, IL 61462
(H) 309 734-7286
{B) 309 457-2341

mgrimm@monm.edu

Treasurer: Helen DuFour
2025 W. Garden Dr.
Kankakee, IL 60901

{H) 815-939-0987
helendud@netzero.net

Past President: Susanne Riddell
786 Yankee Lane
Sparland, IL 61565
(H) 309-469-5051
sriddell@midland-7.org

Membership: Teddie Torney

1904 Doncaster Ct.
Wheaton, IL 60187

(B) 630-529-6211

(H) 630-690-7613
ttorney@sd13.org
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OFFICERS_2007-2008

President:

Rebecca Binks
President-Elect: Diane Fator
Rusti Russow
Melinda Grimm
Helen DuFour
Susanne Riddell

Teddie Torney

Vice-President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Past President:
Membership:
Publicity: Teddie Torney
Governmental Relations: linda Oshita
Parents and Reading: Noma Simpson
By-Laws: Barbara Carter
Adult Literacy: Diane Fator

Newspapers in Education:  Ann Peters

BIGHLIGHTS 1/19/08 BUSINESS MEETING

ITA has closed our old website and now have
a new website address in conjunction with the
llfinois Reading Council

. Vlr;ecderrship VRe';rrrerct will be held June 71 8-20,

2008 at Grand Bear Lodge

IRC Conference 2008 will be held in Spring-
field March 13-15.

Registration is strong for the conference with
1000 registrations already received

Noma Simpson is the new Parents and Read-
ing Committee chair—Welcome, Nomall

ITA will again have a poster display at Hall
of Councils at IRC in March thanks to Teddie

{TA currently has 138 members but are al-
ways welcoming new members—fill out form
on the back of this newsletter

Adult Literacy Chair Diane Fator has several
new ideas for honoring and involving people
having a positive impact on literacy. More
info will be announced in April.

2007-2008

Board of Directors

Publicity : Teddie Torney

1904 Doncaster Ct.
Wheaton, IL 60187

(B) 630-529-6211
(H) 630-690-7613
ttorney(@sd13.org

Adult Literacy : Diane Fator
1341 64th Street
Lo Grange Highlands, IL 60525-4500
(H) 708-354-9363
(B) 708-795-2322 Ext. 4136
fatro@uaol.com
dfator@schooldistrict100.0rg

Governm’'l Relations: Linda Oshita
1312 Camp Ave
Rockford, IL 61103
{H) 815-968-0573
(B) 815-967-8047
fhmé616@insightbb.com

By Laws: Barbara Carter
7530 S. Butterfly Road
Beloit, WI 53511
(H) 608-365—- 6704

mgsteacher@aol.com

Parents and Reading: Noma Simpson
19502 N. 3100 E. Road
Colfax, IL 61728
{H) 309-723-6012
nsimpson@lexington.k 1 2.il.us

Newspapers in Ed.: Ann Peters
722 N. Mavis Lane
Addison, IL 60101
(H) 630-628-9443
{B) 630-458-4350

anpeters@dupage88.net




"Unleash the Power" of Ten & New Website (=

OUR WEB PAGE HAS MOVED!!!
You can now reach us through the IRC webpage,
or directly at www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/region9statewide/ita.html

A special thanks to Claudia Beckmann who did all the heavy lifting for our old website for years!t
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Unleashing IRC’s Power of Ten
By Helen DuFour

The IRC Annual Conference continues to be a highlight of my year. The ideas, the au-
thors, and the nationally-known reading experts always manage to send me home all pumped up and
eager to conguer even the toughest challenges. Mark your calendar. Make the conference your prior-
ity. Join us in Springfield March 13-15, 2008 and you, too, will ‘Unleash the Power”!

Discover and begin fo “Unleash the Power” of ten when you:

Choose from over 300 sessions designed to address all ages, abilities and interests.
Meet with experts in the field of literacy.

Leam new strafegies and reexamine old methods.

Connect and share ideas with other Tifle 1 teachers at Title 1 Strand sessions.

Visit the Exhibit Hall 1o examine new materials and resources.
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Discover new authors, listen to them read, and then share Their stories with your students. How
exciting!

~

Experience the joy of renewing old friendships and making new ones.
8. Joininthe fun at the Storytelling Hour or the Poetry Coffee House.

Q. Be enteridined by Avi, Pam Munoz Ryan, Richard Peck, and Sarah Weeks at A.R.T.- Authors
Reader's Theater.

10. Retum home refreshed, re-energized, and empowered!

Take the challenge. After the conference, create your own Power of Ten' list. Use it as you encourage
co-workers 1o attend IRC in 2009.

Reading is most
important!




Title | Strand at IRC =

This special strand is organized and sponsored by the Illinois Title I Association—a statewide organi-
zation of teachers interested in teaching reading and an affiliate of the Illinois Reading Council

Friday, MARCH 14, 2008 IRC CONFERENCE
ITA STRAND—Unleash the Power of Title 1

I II
el e Some Can't; Some Won't
: High School Program Overview
Ann Peters, Presenter
8:00 to
9:00
Using Graphic Novels
in the Classroom
9:15to Becky Binks/ Sahar Kayyal, Presenters
10:15
RTI at Work Literacy Assessments for Culturally Diverse Students
Maximizing Student Achievement | , , In Middle School
10:30 to Rusti Russow, Presenter Mary Kay Johnson, Presenter
11:30
kKoK kKKK KKK K kEkEKKRkkKKkKRKKK%K |
Lunch
The Many Faces of Assessment Round Table For Title 1 Educators
Melinda Grimm, Presenter Sue Riddell/Teddie Torney Presenters
1:45to
2:45
3:00 to Title 1 Association o o oK K
4:00 Annual Meeting

Special Note from Diane Fator—ITA Strand Coordinator

Springfield, March 14, 2008 will be an event to remember. At the close of each Title 1 strand presenta-
tion at the 2007 IRC conference, you were given the opportunity to propose topics for the 2008 strand.
This year's strand embodies all of the suggestions you submitted. The strand includes topics posted on
the Title 1 website as well. The focus will truly be to “Unleash the Power” which-means so much to the
success of every Title 1 program across grades K - 12. Familiar and new presenters will bring your top-
ics alive with practical, classroom ready ideas. Each session will include time for you to ask questions
to make this information applicable to your specific needs. Mark your calendars and join us in Spring-
field in the Vista Rooms at the Hilton Hotel. Come join us as the presenters Unleash the Power of
Titlel. These are presentations you will want to hear!




Presentation Descriptions for ITA Strand [ =

Some Can’t; Some Won't; High School Program Overview
Ann Peters, Presenter
| will be presenting at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, March 14th at the Title | Strand of the IRC conference. The
focus of the presentation is on our high school reading program. Most high schools don’t have a reading de-
partment, and some don't even have reading specialists on staff. We have both! Come and learn about our
program. | will discuss the make-up of the program, how students are placed, and the current data. Ready-
to-use activity ideas will be shared and handouts will be provided! These handouts can be used at both the
middle and high school levels. | look forward 1o seeing you there.

All three of the following sessions are designed and offered with lllinois Title | teachers in mind. What ques-
tions do you have? What issues are dominate in your district? Want a chance to network with other Title |
teachers? Want to get involved in the IRC and ITA and make a difference in literacy education? Here are
three great opportunities on March 14th.

¢ Unleash the Power of Title 1— Title 1/ISBE Question/Answer Session ** 8:00—10:15 a.m.

Myron Mason, ISBE Presenter Assisted by Sue Riddell, ITA Past President
e Round Table For Title 1 Educators ** 1:45—2:45 p.m. Sue Riddell/Teddie Torney Presenters
e Title 1 Association & Annual Meeting ** 3:00 p.m.

The Many Faces of Assessment
Melinda Grimm, Presenter

In this current age of increased accountability, assessment has been pushed to the forefront of our
daily teaching lives. What are the differences between formal and informal assessment? What is the latest
evaluation of some of the common assessments used in literacy classrooms? How reliable is the ISEL
............. or DIBELS? Where are we with the Reading First Program? How do teachers assess students to con-
firm AYP? What do we do about the very youngest readers and writers? Or is all this assessment going to
change — will everything change with the election? This session will take a look at some of the common as-
sessment tools available to teachers and also look at the advantages and disadvantages of each of the as-
sessments as well as their predictive qualities of the results after administering this assessments. Time will
be reserved for questions and discussion. -

Literacy Assessments for Culturally Diverse Students
In Middle School
Mary Kay Johnson, Presenter

In the last 15 to 20 years, our classrooms have been changing and with even the ISAT looking at how
to truly assess our culturally diverse students, this session will take a look at some viable ways to assess your
middle school students who often can’t perform as well on traditional assessment tools. The presenter has
extensive experience in teaching middle school students and hopes to share some of her methods and tech-
niques that have worked with her culturally diverse populations. Time will be reserved for questions, discus-

sions among audience participants as well as networking with other teachers with similar situations.
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