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Spring Greetings to You All!

Has your school conducted your young authors’ judging yet?

I am excited that I will be judging for two groups in the district where
I reside. Last year I read eleven books in the 3 — 5 grade range. Two
other judges did the same, and we each recommended three books.
After we each read the recommendations from the other judges, we
discussed our choices. It was not easy to settle on one winner, but .

we did what we had to do.

This year I will judge middle school books as well as intermediate
books. I am so glad the students all have the opportunity to produce a
book and be an author whether or not they win the top prize.

The ILLC board joins me in welcoming each one of you to the Young
Authors Conference on May 17. We always need additional workers:
group leaders and assistants, author escorts, registration helpers, and
other assistants. The pay is not great, but the reward of watching
children and teens revel in the recognition of their writing talent can’t
be beat.

Carole Pelttari, ILLC President, 2007-2008
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ILLC Update

International Project: Books
for Ecuador

ILLC is pleased to report a new initiative to
collect books for rural schools in the country
of Ecuador. Our desire to engage in an
international project led us to Marco Tobar,
superintendent of rural schools in Ecuador.
Tobar reports the outlying schools face severe
shortages of materials. Although teachers in
these country schools employ great creativity
in order to teach their students, the schools
generally have few books to interest children
in learning to read.

Several other factors hamper education in
rural Ecuador. First, the country’s population
is divided along racial and language lines.

- Fourteen indigenous languages are spoken

along with the official Spanish. Second,
parents often depend upon child labor and see
little value in sending children to school.
Third, decades of corrupt, unstable
government hamper administration of the
schools.

Fortunately, Mr. Tobar has been in his
position for more than a decade, and he is
able to provide contact with rural schools
where the books we send can be put to good
use. This year ILLC started with a pilot
project, collecting twenty books donated by
board members. Once these Spanish or
Spanish/English books, ranging from picture
books to intermediate level books, are sent
through the proper channels and distributed to
rural Ecuadorian classrooms, we hope to
announce opportunity for our general
membership to donate books to these needy
classrooms as well.

ILLC Supports Students
and Teachers

Illinois Language and Literacy Council
recently made a donation of $500.00 to Nettie
Davis School in Watseka, Illinois. Earlier this
winter this school’s classrooms, library, gym,
and kitchen were heavily damaged by
flooding. The student body was able to move
back into their building on January 28, 2008.
Principal Robert P. Walter, Jr. expressed deep
appreciation for the generous donations they
have received from ILLC and other sources.
“You do not know how much your kindness
has been appreciated and the positive impact
you have had on so many young students.”
ILLC sends positive thoughts to the
community of Nettie Davis School.
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At the March IRC conference, Illinois
Language and Literacy Council donated 4
bags to pre-service teachers. The Young
Author bags contained a Young Author t-shirt
and a coupon for a free student membership
in [ILLC. We welcome these future teachers
to the profession and our council.
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Mr. Tobar, the Superintendent of Rural
Schools in Ecuador, was also given a
membership to the International Reading
Association. o

Gina Orazi




Join Us at the Young Authors Conference May 17th
at lllinois State University

Volunteers Needed and
Welcome!

This conference can only be held with the help of the
many adult volunteers who lead or assist small
groups, escort authors, or perform other necessary
tasks throughout the day. If you can help us in any
way, contact Christina Podraza at

cpodraza@bsd2.org.

Wheo’s Who at the Young
Authors Conference

We are pleased to announce the following authors
and storytellers who will be our guests at the Young
Authors Conference on May 17th at Illinois State
University. Each student will meet an author and
receive a book from that author.

Grades K-2

_ Barbara Gregorich - Waltur Buys a Pig in a Poke and other
Stories

Alice McGinty - Thank You, World

Grades 3-4
Catherine Stier - [f I Ran for President

Esther Hershenhorn - The Confe$3ion$ and $ecret$ of Howard
J. Fingerhut

Carmela Martino - Rosa, Sola

“-Grades 5-6

Natalie~Rompella - Famous Firsts: The Trendsetters,
Groundbreakers, and Risk-Takers Who Got America Moving

Ny

Laura Ruby - The Wall and the Wing

Adam Selzer - Pirates of the Retail Wasteland

Grades 7-8

Bonnie Dobkin - Neptune’s Children

Nnedi Okafor-Mbachu - Shadow Stalker

Storytellers

Marie Ringenberg

Sue Black

Parent Session Speaker

Author, educator, and storyteller Janice M. Del
Negro, PhD. will be the featured speaker at the
Parent Session at the YAC. Dr. Del Negro is an
assistant professor at the Graduate School of Library

and Information Science at Dominican University in
River Forest, Illinois, where she teaches Storytelling,

Children’s and Young Adult Literature, and

Foundations in Library and Information Science.

A Special Invitation

All volunteers and participants are invited to meet
the authors at a wine and cheese reception at the
bookstore in the Bone Student Center on the ISU
campus Friday night, May 16th, between 7:30 and
10 p.m. The authors will conduct a panel discussion,
followed by a question/answer period.  All books
will be available for purchase and autographing by
the authors.




BOOK REVIEWS

ELIJAH OF BUXTON by Christopher Paul
Curtis
Reviewed by Meg Pyterek

What a joy it is to delve into another
book by Newbery Winner, Christopher Paul
Curtis. The story is a powerful one about an
eleven-year-old boy who is famous for being
the first child born into freedom in Buxton,
Ontario. Buxton is a settlement founded by
former slaves in 1849. The story begins
slowly so that the reader can learn about the
community who assists runaway slaves. The
author writes about the evil of slavery in a
way that is honest and yet appropriate for the
intermediate reader, older than 10. The climax
is as exciting as any adult novel when the
young protagonist goes to the United States
and helps bring a child into safety on his own.
Christopher Paul Curtis gives us the facts
about Buxton (also called the Elgin -
Settlement of Raleigh, Ontario) as the
historical fiction novel comes to an end. That
information makes this reader want to visit
the community just outside Detroit to see for
herself the amazing town built by a brave
people.

Curtis, C. P. (2007). Elijah of Buxton. New
York: Scholastic Press.
ISBN: 978-0-439-02344-3

Need a Gift Idea?

Jim Trelease’s Read Aloud Handbeok
is still good. Buy one for new parents or
beginning teachers. The bibliography
alone is worth the cost of the book.

DODGER AND ME by Jordan Sonnenblick
Reviewed by Laurel Post
Herrick Middle School, Downers Grove, IL

What do you get when you come across a
monkey, no wait, a chimpanzee with an eye
patch, oh, and did I mention that his name is
Dodger, he's blue, and he can do magic
because he is a genie? BIG trouble. Poor
Willie picked up a teapot disguised as a take-
out bag and the rest was history.

Everyone knows the rules about magic lamps
(or teapots). Willie only gets three wishes,
but Willie doesn't trust Dodger. Besides,
Willie has enough problems already. His
mom is a total safety maniac, he sucks at
baseball, and this somewhat crazy girl from
England won't leave him alone! So what
happens when a blue magic monkey, I mean
chimpanzee comes along? More problems
for Willie. Dodger only seems to make his
life worse. Poor Willie has a lot coming at
him and he just might not be able to catch all
of it!

“Children are made readers on
the laps of their parents.”

Emily Buchwald



THE BOOK THIEF by Markus Zusak

“It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its
breath. Death has never been busier, and it will
become busier still.”

Back cover -The Book Thief

In the remarkable young adult book, The Book
Thief, by award-winning author Markus Zusak,
Death narrates as he tells the story of foster child,
Liesel Meminger, who steals her first book, The
Grave Digger’s Handbook, from the snow beside
her brother’s grave. Liesel’s foster father, Hans,
will use this book to teach Liesel to read and will
create in her a love for words and reading. This
love leads Liesel to steal books whenever and
wherever books can be found, even from Nazi
book-burnings.

This Holocaust story is unique in that it focuses
on ordinary Germans in Bavaria, Hitler’s
stronghold, whose lives are thrown into upheaval
as the war closes in on their world, especially
when Liesel’s foster family hides a Jew in their
basement. There are many themes in this book,
including man’s ability to remain human and
compassionate in terrible and inhumane
conditions, and the power  books and words
have on people.

Zusak is an incredible storyteller and spins a
tale that will stay with you for a long time.
Though told by Death, this story is not overly
dark and grim, but rather portrays Death as a wise
and often humorous narrator. Classified as a
Young Adult book, it would appeal to most adults,
even though it is an easy read. It takes a little
time to get into the story, but stick with it, and you
will be richly rewarded. This book is
recommended for high school students and above.

Zusak, M.(2005). The Book Thief. New York: Alfred
A. Knopf.

Reviewed by Heather Van Meenen and Ruth Stevig

“The things | want to know a
get me a book | ain't read.”

THREE CUPS OF TEA

Mortenson and David Oliver Relin

by Greg

“Here (in Pakistan and Afghanistan), we drink three
cups of tea to do business; the first you are a stranger,
the second you become a friend, and the third, you
Join our family, and for our family we are prepared to
do anything - even die.”
-Haji Ali, Korphe Village Chief,
Karakoram Mountains, Pakistan

In 1993, a young mountaineer named Greg

Mortenson made an attempt to climb K2, the
most formidable peak in the Karakoram Mountain
Range. Physically and mentally exhausted,
Mortenson became disoriented in his descent of
the mountain, and near death, he stumbled into
the tiny Balti village of Korphe. Though the
village was poor and primitive, the inhabitants
embraced Mortenson and nursed him back to
health. Touched by the hospitality of these people
and stunned by the primitive conditions of the
teacherless school located outside on the edge of a
cliff, Mortenson vowed to return and build them a
school. This book is the story of Mortenson’s
journey to make good on that promise.

Three Cups of Tea is a compelling read which
was often difficult to put down. The story moved
quickly, and one could not help but admire all the
hard work and determination of this single
individual. Mortenson is a remarkable man, and
his story of success is just as remarkable, despite
the odds against him. To date, he has built not
one, but fifty-five schools in very remote parts of
Pakistan and Afghanistan, and continues today to
raise funds to keep building more. This is an
inspiring adult read about “one man’s mission to
promote peace ... one school at a time.”

Mortenson, G. and Relin, D.0.(2006) Three Cups of
Tea. New York: Penguin Books.

Reviewed by Heather Van
Meenen

now are in books; my best friend is the man who will

- Abraham Lincoln






