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MONTI’S MUSINGS

Greetings from [CARE!! “Summer is
drawing to an end and I still have a
huge stack of must read books by my
bed.” - How often have you heard
someone” say this? For some folks
summer is the time to slow down and
finally get to read all those books
they’ve postponed reading throughout
the rest of the year. I just can’t relate
to this. I am not a seasonal reader -
I’'m a compulsive reader! In the
dictionary under the heading “book
addict,” you’ll find my photo. I
inherited this love of reading. My first
“book club” met on my front porch
when I was in third and fourth grades.
My parents are not highly educated
people, but they too are ravenous
readers. In fact, my father has been in
a unique, multi-state book club for
years! Here’s how it works: Uncle
Travis, in Alabama, will read a book
and when he’s finished, he’ll write his
name {lightly in pencil) inside the
front cover and mail it to my dad.
This book will then travel to Texas,
California, and Illinois, but not always
in that order. The traveling text is
donated to a shelter or senior home
when the last brother or sister has read
the book. We are book junkies in our
family! So when I excitedly tell my
students about a great book I’ve just
read, I don’t have to manufacture my
enthusiasm. It’s the real thing.
Speaking of great books, have you
read Stephanie Meyer’s new book
Eclipse? Some others on my current
“must read” list are: A4 Thousand
Splendid Suns, The Deathly Hallows

You and I Care

(Harry, what will we do without you?,
Specials (final book in the trilogy),
Adolescent Literacy (a new one from
Kylene Beers and friends), Freedom
Writers, and the list goes on.

As your ICARE President, I am interested
in your thoughts regarding new initiatives
our members should know about. Please
email me: icare@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

Donna Monti, President

FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY!!

ICARE is sponsoring a state-wide

project in which your students can
participate. Roxanne Owens, ICARE
Vice President, is heading the project
entitled: About the Beautiful

Communities of Illinois.

The purpose of this project is to
connect teachers and students from
across Illinois through the croatis: of
an alphabet book about their respective
communities. Sharing in this literacy
activity will have an impact on each
individual class by creating an
opportunity for students to write about
their local community and to read
about other communities across the
state.

Timeline

September. - November 15: Teachers and
students create an original book about
their community (according to the
instructions listed on the next page)
November 15, 2007: Deadline for
submitting book (electronically or hard







