We will have a drawing for “Dinner
and a Book” at each of our upcoming

meetings. You may be chosen to have
dinner with either Tedd Arnold or Sally
Walker!

These are our hard-working officers, at the
Summer Meeting of the East Central Council.

Reading Magic
Mrs. Glenda Fitzgerald Title I Reading Specialist

If you asked your students’ parents, “What are you reading these days?”” How do you think they would respond? Would they gasp
in awe at the thought of not having enough time to do all that is needed during the day, let alone having time to read? Or, maybe
they would rattle off a list of titles they would love to read, if they only had the time. Quite possibly, they might respond with a
resounding, “I hardly ever read, there’re too many other things I would rather do with my time.”

Parents have the power to create a thirst for knowledge in their child that can be quenched with reading. Parents may easily over-
look their own lack of time to sit down to read when time is hectic. But, if you, their child’s teacher, told them they have the power
to give their child the gift of success, would they be willing to take you up on your offer? Most likely, the majority of parents
would jump at the chance. They might even beg you for more information on how they best can help their child succeed, when in
reality, all they need do is spend 20 minutes a day reading aloud to their child.

Author Mem Fox believes that a parent can change the outcome of their child’s life, simply by reading aloud. She should know.
She wrote the book, Reading Magic: Why Reading Aloud to Our Children Will Change Their Lives Forever, after she saw the im-
pact reading aloud had on her daughter. Fox cites brain research which provides the evidence for reading aloud to children at an
early age, from birth on, long before children enter school. In fact, she reports that 1,000 stories read aloud are a good benchmark
to work toward. The exposure to vocabulary, thyme, and rhythm are just what children need to prepare them for learning to read.
If 1,000 stories seems a bit daunting, look at it from a daily perspective. Three stories a day, every day, will total 1,000 stories read
in one year! Three stories a day are manageable, and, according to Fox...magic! This wonderful exposure to print results in pre-
vention of future reading problems, all from hearing the sounds of people talking and reading, singing the songs of nursery rhymes,
and playing with the language of stories. These activities also help children develop a strong verbal ability that otherwise, will not
occur. Conversation has been positively linked to IQ development-the more we talk and read to our children, the brighter they will
be. Reading to children at home can be the determining factor to a child becoming a successful reader.

' Juniors and Seniors, apply now for the
| East Central/EIU Scholarship of $500

for next year!

The next Council Meeting will be February 9 at 7:00 p.m.

It will be led by Dr. Joy Russell. She will be talking about
Family Literacy.




East Central-EIU Reading Council

Tina Golchert
3008 Oak Ave.
Mattoon, II. 61938
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Bring a friend to a council Meeting!

Be sure to reserve Tuesday, March 24, 2009, for an Author Visit by Tedd Arnold
and Tuesday, April 14th, 2009 for an Author Visit by Sally Walker!!

Enter the draw-
ings for Dinner
and a Book with
these authors
when you attend
any upcoming
activities!

websites
EC-EIU STUDENT READING COUNCIL; http://www.eiu.edu/~reading
ILLINOIS READING COUNCIL;http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org
INTERNATIONAL READING ASSOCIATION;http://www.reading.org






