
 

Web sites  
 

EC-EIU Student Reading Council  
http://www.eiu.edu/~reading 

  
Illinois Reading Council  

http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
  

International Literacy Association  
http://www.literacyworldwide.org

  
We are on Facebook! 

East Central/EIU Reading Council 
http://www.facebook.com/ECEIUR

eadingCouncil 
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EASTERN ILLINOIS 

UNIVERSITY 
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Reading Council Officers  
2019-2020 

 

Melissa Wheeler, President/Advocacy 

Melissa.wheeler@gmail.com  
 

Linsay Swigart, President Elect/Programs 
linsayswigart@gmail.com  
 

 

Brandy Scott, Vice President/Membership 
scottb@mattoon.k12.il.us  
 

 

Kelsey Elliott, Secretary 
kelseybolin11@gmail.com 

  

Lauren Covington, Treasurer/Past 

President/Studies & Research 

covingtonl@charleston.k12.il.us 
 
 
Jeanne Okrasinski, International Projects 
jeokrasinski@eiu.edu 
 

 

Tim Wheeler, Illinois Reads 
timeandmelissawheeler@gmail.com 
 

 

April Flood, Publicity & 

Publications/Educational Media 

adflood@eiu.edu 

 

 

Denise Reid, Student Reading Council 

Representative/Educational Initiatives/ 

Family Literacy 

dereid@eiu.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

East Central – EIU  

Reading Council 

Illinois Reading 
Council 

“The more that you read, the more things 

you will know. The more that you learn, the 

more places you’ll go.” – Dr. Seuss, I Can 

Read With My Eyes Shut 

East Central – Eastern Illinois 
University  

Reading Council 
 

Membership/Achievements  
 

Illinois Reading Council  
Excellence Award  

 
2000, 2001, 2003, 2005  
2006, 2007, 2008, 2009  
2010, 2011, 2012, 2014,  

2015, 2017, 2018 
  

International Literacy Association 
(ILA)  

 
Honor Council (18 Years)  

 
IRA Commendation 2005-2006  

 
Contributing to the Promotion of  

Reading Instruction for 45+ Years! 

http://www.eiu.edu/~reading
http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/
http://www.literacyworldwide.org/
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Welcome! What is East 
Central-EIU Reading 
Council? 

Overview  

EC-EIU Reading Council is a 
professional organization for 
teachers, administrators, parents, 
and pre-service teachers from 
Cumberland, Clark, Coles, Edgar, 
Shelby, and Moultrie counties 
who are involved with the 
improvement of reading 
instruction at all levels and 
dedicated to reading excellence. 

The Council is an affiliate of the 
Illinois Reading Council (IRC) 
and its members have 
contributed to IRC by serving as 
state officers and through 
committee involvement. It is also 
an affiliate of the International 
Literacy Association (ILA) and 
has had delegate representation 
at the annual ILA Convention. 

Membership Notes 
When you join the EC-EIU 
Reading Council (or the student 
branch of this council), you are 
automatically a member of the 
Illinois Reading Council.   

East Central – EIU Reading Council 

Calendar of Important Dates 

Upcoming Events 

August 26, 2018: East Central –

EIU Reading Council will host 

Susan Converse, 2019 Illinois 

Teacher of the Year, from 6:00 

p.m. – 7:00 p.m. at Eastern Illinois 

University, Buzzard Building, 

Buzzard Auditorium (BB 1501), 

Charleston, IL. This is a FREE 

event! 

 

September 17, 2019 – East 

Central-EIU Reading Council will 

co-sponsor a Classroom 

Management Panel, from 6 p.m. – 

7 p.m. at Eastern Illinois Univesity, 

Buzzard Building 1121, 

Charleston, IL.  

 

September 24, 2019 – East 

Central-EIU Reading Council will 

host “Literature & Art Paint Night” 

from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. at Eastern 

Illinois Univesity, Buzzard Building 

1121, Charleston, IL 

 

October 2 – 4, 2019 llinois 

Reading Council will host the 52nd 

Annual IRC Conference, Literacy 

in the Spotlight, in Peoria, Illinois.   

November 6, 2019 East Central-

EIU Reading Council will assist 

Lake Crest Elementary in Oakland, 

IL with Family Literacy Night. 

February 29, 2020: East Central-

EIU Reading Council will host a 

Leap Into Literacy Conference 

from 8:15 a.m. to 12:20 p.m. at EIU 

in Buzzard Building. The keynote 

speaker will be Author Barb 

Rosenstock!  This is a FREE 

event! 

 

October 10 – 13, 2019: 

International Literacy 

Association will host the 64th  

Annual Convention in New 

Orleans, Louisiana. To find out 

more about this convention, 

check out the Annual Convention 

section at 

www.literacyworldwide.org 

 

 

 

http://www.literacyworldwide.org/

